
August Assignments:

Altar Rep: Gwen Hoffman

Altar Flowers:
2: Jim Rynberg
9: Jack & Mary Butterick
16: Jack & Rosemary Tittle
23: Jack & Fran Stewart
29: Bill Fries, Sr.

Ushers:
2: Barb Veldman, Roger & Becky Tuuk
9: Kendra Lachniet, ____, ____
16: Duane & Loretta VanDuzen, Jill Sondeen
23: Barb Veldman, Clair & Linda Shively
29: Ruth Cowles, David White, Patti Johnson

Greeters:
2: Clair Shively
9: Helen Miller
16: Anne VandeKieft
23: Pat Krehn
29: Beth Hooker

Coffee Hosts:
2: Dick & Judy Ramm
9: Jack & Mary Butterick
16: Women’s Fellowship/Jean Morehouse
23: Bernie & Lissa Denney
29: Bob & Sally DeShetler

Communion:
Prep & Serve
Jon Clapp Beth Hooker
Serve
Jan Stone Clair Shively

Compassion:
Jan Stone Al Smalligan 

A u g u s t    B i r t h d a y s

1 Michael Sweet
Roger Tuuk

4 Jack Butterick
Bill Fries, Sr.

5 Elizabeth Pollock

7 Pat Krehn

10 JoAnn Dekleva
Lynn Hall

Brooke Wahl

14 Guy Redinger
David Salata
Jack Stewart

19 Patti Johnson

21 Sandy Dekker

24 Jo Roth

27 Nancy Johnson

29 Katherine Frei
 Elise Pfeiffer

31 Heidi Redding

 August Anniversaries

2 Luke & Karla Pfeiffer

7 P.T. & Barbara Lindner

12Matthew&Kristine Daugherty

14 Bill, Jr. & Linda Fries

21 Dean & Jean Morehouse

22 Jack & Fran Stewart

26 Frank & Nancy Blain

27 Dick & Judy Ramm

29 Al & Nancy Smalligan

31 Mike & Jane Stroschin



Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:

I once had a conversation with a
person who was relating that he felt that
everyone was trying to change who he
was in order to make him more like they
wanted to him to be. With an
exasperated and somewhat desperate
tone he cried out, “How much am I
supposed to change until I'm not me any more.” He feared
becoming something he was not just for the sake of receiving
acceptance from others. He feared losing his own identity by
succumbing to a series of seemingly never ending and never
enough compromises and adjustments in his life.  He
expressed how that made him feel as if much of his life's
narrative was being judged as inadequate. He questioned
himself whether or not the convictions that his life story was
based upon were still valid. Who or what did he have to
become in order to really feel OK with who he was?

Have you ever been in a situation where you
compromise a conviction for some ultimately selfish reason,
only to regret it for life later on? 

Romans 8 gives us some direction when we find
ourselves wondering who it actually is that we observe in the
mirror.  Paul writes that when we become Christians we are
set free from the slavery of conformity. We are free to
discover who we are really created to become in the first
place. We are delivered from the frustrations and capricious
nature of living our lives in order to “fit in” and being
accepted by the ever fluctuating whims of others. In short we
discover what it is to be led by the Spirit into a familial
relationship with God. I encourage you to read the entire
chapter. It profoundly describes what is offered to us by God

to set us truly free from self doubt, performance orientation,
and the guilt that comes with compromises that go against our
instincts. 

How much should I be expected to change so that I'm
not me anymore? The Spirit of God knows. We do change
from what we once used be when fitting in was the benchmark
for our opinions and life,  into a person that is being formed
into what they were intended to be by the Creator. Allowing
oneself to be transformed into the son/daughter of God that is
full of purpose and direction helps us to echo with Scripture,
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.... in hope
that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of
God.”

Book Circle:

Join us on Tuesday, August 18 at
2:00 p.m. in either the church lounge or the
church library.  Gail Cooper will be our hostess with more
details to be decided.  The book review will be given by
Nancy Johnson.  All are welcome!!

Facebook:

We now have a Facebook page to
show off the arts and crafts made by the men
and women of our church.  Check it out and “like” and “share”
us at Fremont MI Congo Arts & Crafts

We also have a church Facebook page First
Congregational Church Fremont give this page a “like” too!



Ushers Needed:

Loretta & Lorene are working to revise
the Usher List found in the Literature Rack by
the elevator in the Narthex.  If there are any
changes we should make and if there is anyone not on this list
who would be willing to serve the church in this capacity,
Loretta would love to hear from YOU.  There is a copy of the
list in the office window too, make any additions or
corrections as you see fit.  Thank you for your willingness to
serve our church in this capacity.

Loretta VanDuzen, Chair Usher

Attention All Singers :
NEW CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED - if you have

ever thought about joining the choir this is a good time to start
and we would love to have YOU.  Rehearsals are Wednesday
evenings from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., starting August 12 .  Theth

choir sings in the worship service on the
2  Sunday of each month and for specialnd

occasions.  For more information call
Deb 231-924-9558.
Attention Choir:

 Rehearsals will begin Wednesday nights starting
August 12  - 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.  We will have Jack with us untilth

September for rehearsals.

SCRIP: $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Have you purchased any SCRIP certificates lately?  We
need you to help us by using these certificates for your gas,
grocery, restaurant plus purchase as this earns money for the
church.  Question?  Talk to Ruth or Becky

Bean Bag Tournament :

Join Congo Rotarians on Saturday,
August 8  from 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. at theth

Fremont Rec Center (aka Old High School)
for a fun bean bag (aka cornhole) contest for cash prizes. 
Entry fee for teams of 2 of any age is $20.00.  Proceeds are to
be awarded to two charity agencies working on a project on an
island in Haiti installing solar equipment.  Rotarian Bill Fries
Sr.’s son, Peter is one of the medical leaders of the mission. 
If you are interested, talk to Congo Rotarians - Bonnie & Bob
Erber (924-3371), Jim Rynberg (924-6345), Dean Morehouse
(924-2092), John Cooper (924-2126) or Bill Fries, Sr. (924-
0982). 

Our Church Family:

    Health Concerns ~
Jim Morse remains at Mercy

Hospital dealing with infection once again.
Judy Ramm had some good reports that her cancer has

not spread.  She continues to fight this dreaded disease.

    Congratulations ~
....to Katie Brookhouse & Andy Harrington who were

united in marriage in the sanctuary on June 27, 2015 by Pastor
Alex Fernandez.

    Sympathy ~
We extend our deepest sympathy to Georgia Paxton and

her family in the loss of Dr. Robert Paxton.  Dr. Paxton was
called home to be with his Lord and Savior on Thursday, July



16.  Dr. Paxton was a general practitioner/family physician for
40 years.  He was very involved in church activities and
served many terms on boards and committees.  He was served
on many medical committees.  He had a life-long interested in
the theater where he performed, directed and served.  He
served his country in the U.S. Navy in WW II.  After his
retirement in 1995, he grew interested in gourmet cooking.  A
memorial service will be held on Wednesday, August 12 at
11:00 a.m. here in the sanctuary.  The memorial service is a
prearranged service by Dr. Paxton who produced it and wrote
the script.  However, the homily and comments will be the
words of the individual presenters.  

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy
good food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those
who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not

grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10

“Go and enjoy”:

Thursday, August 6- Vaudeville Show and
Bake Sale to Benefit Team Keegan!- 7:00pm at
the Veterans Memorial Park Stage. More details
TBA. For information on Team Keegan ("Putting
smiles on cancer kids faces") visit www.team-
keegan.com.

Fri-Sun, August 14-16, Congo Church Campout at Henning Park
in Newaygo- Includes a Pot Luck Dinner on Sat that all are invited to.
More details to come!

Sunday, Sept. 20- River Trip, Campfire & Cookout at the
Johnson's Cabin- We'll depart after church for Steve and Karla's
cabin on the Pere Marquette River. Cookout first- Brats, Hotdogs,
water and coffee provided for a contribution. Please also bring a dish
to pass and your own softdrinks if wanted. After the cookout some will
hit the river and some can stay and enjoy the campfire and fellowship.
Canoes and kayaks provided for those who need. Rides to and from the
cabin provided, too. Contact Mat if a ride and/or canoe/kayak is
needed.

Please RSVP ASAP, for any event, with the Congo Enjoy-Meant
Committee (Mat Emerick, Karla Johnson, Becky Tuuk)!

First Congregational Church of Fremont and Friends
present:

Vaudeville In The Park
Benefitting Team Keegan 

"Putting smiles on cancer kids faces"

Great local talent pay tribute to great entertainers throughout the years. 

Comedy skits, songs, juggling, and acrobatics! A very fun variety show for all!

To learn more about Team Keegan's mission to help kids with cancer go to
www.team-keegan.com 

Thursday, August 6, 7:00pm

Veterans Memorial Park Amphitheater

A Great Family Show FREE to ALL!

A free will offering will be taken for Team Keegan along with a
Baked Goodies sale. 

For more info, call 924-4710

Location In Case of Rain: First Congregational Church Sanctuary


