
August Assignments:

Alar Rep: Nancy Smalligan (924-5267)
(Note: If there are special requests for the Altar, please contact
the Altar Committee so proper action can be taken.  Barb Clark,
Chair 924-2356)
Altar Flowers:

7: Shelli Waldo
14: Jeff Johnson
21: Jack & Fran Stewart
28:

Ushers:
7: Ruth Cowles
14: Shelli Waldo

Dick & Judy Ramm
21:
28:

Greeters:
7: Judy & Dick Ramm
14: Loretta & Duane VanDuzen
21: Betty Speet
28: Dean & Jean Morehouse

Coffee Hosts:
7:
14:
21: Jack & Fran Stewart
28:

August Towel Washer: Helen Miller
Communion:

Prep & Serve
Michelle Sweet

Serve
Gary Hooker Craig Zeerip

Compassion & Funeral
Pat Krehn

    A u g u s t    B i r t h d a y s

1 Michael Sweet
Roger Tuuk

4 Jack Butterick
Bill Fries, Sr.

5 Elizabeth Pollock

7 Pat Krehn

10 JoAnn Dekleva
Lynn Hall

Brooke Wahl

14 Guy Redinger
David Salata
Jack Stewart

19 Patti Johnson

21 Sandy Dekker

24 Jo Roth

27 Nancy Johnson

29 Katherine Frei
 Elise Pfeiffer

31 Heidi Redding

    August 

Anniversaries

2 Luke & Karla Pfeiffer

7 P.T. & Barbara Lindner

12 Matthew & Kristine Daugherty

14 Bill, Jr. & Linda Fries

21 Dean & Jean Morehouse

22 Jack & Fran Stewart

27 Dick & Judy Ramm

29 Al & Nancy Smalligan

31 Mike & Jane Stroschin



Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:
This is my Father’s world, And to my listening ears
All nature sings and around me rings, The music of the spheres…
The birds their carols raise, 
The morning light the lily white, declare their makers praise….”

This great hymn recognizes the
wonders of creation and how it reflects the
glory of God. Nature provides us with
countless lessons about life, about God, and
many other things. The necessity of human
struggle in order for health is reflected in the
butterfly who must struggle to free itself from its cocoon for it to
survive. If it is helped in that process it will not have developed
the strength to survive. Anyone who watches squirrels going
about their daily business has to admire their refusal to give up.
Watching their determination, skill and agility when, for example,
going after the contents in your bird feeder is something to
behold. It can make for great entertainment. You can grease the
pole holding the feeder, You can otherwise create barriers to
prevent the squirrel from getting to the seed, but it will not quit
trying everything possible to get at it. More often than not, it will
eventually figure out a way to get to its prize.

Scripture teaches us that we all have goals that are worth
pursuing in every way possible and with great perseverance. I
Peter tells us that the goal of our faith is the salvation of our
souls. Hebrews 12 challenges us: “let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race make out for us. Let us fix our eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith….”
“This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget.
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This my Father’s world, the battle is not done;
Jesus who died, shall be satisfied, And earth and heav’n be one.

Website - Men’ Fellowship:

Men’s Fellowship offers a forum to
enhance Christian friendship and focus on
the unique interests of men.  Membership,
leadership and participation in all
activities is open to all men of First Congregational Church and
friends.  The President of Men’s Fellowship, a member of First
Congregational Church, is elected annually by members
participating in Men’s Fellowship, serves without term limits and
has a seat with vote on the Executive Council.

Men’s Fellowship’s primary activity is a breakfast served
at 8:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday of every month in Fellowship
Hall.  Speakers address topics of current and religious interest. 
Interspersed with outside speakers is Pastor Ray speaking on
current events and how they relate to the Bible.  All men in the
community are welcome.  Note: the Men’s Fellowship group does
not meet during Lent but instead participates in an ecumenical
program of several churches offering a meal and speaker on the
Fridays during Lent.

We welcome all men to attend the Men’s Fellowship
breakfast on the first Wednesday of each month.  Need more
information?  Open our website http://www.fremontfcc.org, click
on Ministries in the heading of the page and then Men’s
Fellowship for reminders of time, speakers for the monthly
breakfasts and details on the Men’s Lenten Breakfast series and
other seasonal activities.

Needed: Coffee Hosts and Altar Flowers - Check the calendar
in Fellowship Hall and sign up if you are willing.

http://www.fremontfcc.org,


Men’s Fellowship Breakfast:

Join us for breakfast on Wednesday,
August 3 in fellowship hall.  After breakfast,
Pastor Ray will lead a group discussion on a
current event with ties to the Bible.

Book Circle:

Book Circle will meet on August 16 at
2:00 p.m. at the home of Anne VandeKieft. 
If anyone needs directions or would like to
carpool call Ann Werner (924-0192).  The
book reviewer will be Marilyn VanderLaan.

Life Line Screening:

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based
preventive health screenings, is pleased to offer a preventive health
event at First Congregational Church on August 9, 2016 from 9:00 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m.  Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential
health problems related to: blocked arteries which is a leading cause of
stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta;
hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to
stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to
assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139
with our member discount).  All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to
complete.  In order to register for this event and to receive a $10
discount off any package priced above $129, please call
1-888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and
enjoy good food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord.

Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh.
8:10

 
“Go and enjoy”

Thursday, August 4, 7:00pm- Vaudeville In The Park
Benefitting Team Keegan- The show pays tribute to great
comedic performers from the vaudeville era and those inspired by
it who performed later on in movies and television. The show also
hopes to benefit Team Keegan. Team Keegan’s focus is to help
"put smiles on cancer kid’s faces." For more information go to
www.team-keegan.com. The Vaudeville In The Park show will
be held at Veterans Memorial Park Amphitheater, in Fremont,
and is free for all. A free will offering will be taken for Team
Keegan along with a Baked Goodies sale. Volunteers needed to
bake some goodies!

August 26-28 Congo Campout at Henning Park (Newaygo)-
You can camp for the weekend or join the campers for Saturday
activities. The pot luck time is 5:30pm but you can come earlier
in the day for kayaking, tubing and games. A kayak or tube can
be provided if needed (let Mat know). We'll finish the day with
a campfire sing-a-long. Bring an instrument or just your voice...
or just your ears!

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.


Our Church Family ~

Health Concerns ~

Jaime Deuling will be having tongue surgery on Tuesday,
August 2.  

Our shut-ins - remember those who are home bound.

Zoom out
 
On a computer screen, images can be
magnified to show tiny details and make
text easier to read. In the process,
however, the “big picture” is lost. After
checking various aspects of a project
closely, it’s a good idea to “zoom out” again to be sure everything
still looks as it should. 

Likewise, it’s easy to fixate on the tiny details of our lives
(especially flaws in ourselves and others). We tend to enlarge our
problems far beyond their actual size and totally miss problems
taking a toll elsewhere. We may also forget the beautiful “big
picture” of God’s care encompassing us. After tending to life’s
details, it’s important to take a broader view to see whether our
up-close perceptions hold true when we gaze on the work as a
whole. 

“Help us ‘zoom out,’ oh God,” prays Joshua DuBois in The
President’s Devotional (HarperOne). “Widen our perspective and
extend our horizon, so that we can more fully know your purpose
this day, and every day.” 


