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First Congregational Church
Executive Council Minutes

March 22, 2021

Present: Pat  Krehn-Moderator, Ruth Cowles-Vice Moderator, Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, Dean
Morehouse-Deacons, Beth Hooker and Mat Emerick-Board of Christian Education, John Cooper-
Board of Trustees,  Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship,  Jack Stewart-Technology Board, Susan
Stewart-Clerk

Absent: 

Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer.  It was moved by John Cooper to accept the minutes from
the February 22nd   meeting and seconded by Dean Morehouse.

I. Public Comment - No public comment.  

II. Board Reports:

A. Charitable Giving – Ann Werner – nothing new.  

B.  Board of Deacons – Report was given by Dean Morehouse.

1. Pray Newaygo has concluded its thirty-day special event of praying for Newaygo
County residents.  First Congregational Church was well represented as prayer
warriors.

2. Coffee and snacks will be offered after the Easter worship service.
3. Gary Hooker gave an altar call.  We were excited to see the entire congregation

respond.
4. We are still advertising in the Hi-Lites.
5. Pulpit supply – Gary Hooker 3/28, then Pastor Jarvie will be back on 4/4 until

6/30.
6. We will continue to have offering plates in the Narthex.  Beginning Easter Sunday

one usher will bring the offering plate forward to the Pastor as in the past.  The
Deacons feel this is now safe and appropriate to visually bring our gifts to the
Altar once again.

7. A new feather flag has been placed near the driveway entry.  An Easter flag will
be flown until after Easter and  then be replaced by a Welcome flag.

A. Board of Christian Education – Beth Hooker with Mat reporting the following:
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1. Met with Kelly Parks and Dean Morehouse regarding activities geared for kids.

2. We will continue using the Sunday School room for teaching children. If we need
more room, we would like to repurpose the Lounge into a kid friendly place.  The
Board of Trustees would like to see a written plan of the details.

A. Board of Trustees – John Cooper

1. We approved $200 for a stage monitor.

2. February financials show the Income up 16% and Expenses down 12%.  We are
still doing good.

A. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse

1. The carpeting in Fellowship Hall is mostly done.

2. WF came in this morning to clean the cabinets, inside and out, after the recent
cabinet repairs.  We also reran dishes through the dishwasher. We will be back
next week to finish up.

3. We need to start a sign-up sheet for coffee hour after service.  WF will take care
of it until we get a list in place.

A. Men’s Fellowship – no report.  

B. Technology Board – Jack Stewart

We have purchased the steeple lighting and are waiting for a final # from the
installers.  We noticed some roof leaks and reported this to the Trustees.

A. Security Committee - Gary Hooker – no report

B. Pastor Search update – We are tabulating the results of the recent survey that was sent
to the congregation.  We are finding out that hiring a Congregationalist minister is not
that critical to the congregation.  This will greatly open up the search.  It was suggested
to look at ChurchStaffing.com.  This service costs $200/month.  John Cooper said it
is covered in the budget  by the $1,000 allotted to ads.

I. Dean Morehouse moved to accept the board reports.   Jean Morehouse seconded.  All
reports were accepted.

II. Old Business

1.

I. New Business

1. Pat Krehn was approached by someone who would like to start a daycare out of the
church.  Everyone thought it was a good idea and could possibly bring new families
to the congregation.  John Cooper asked her to submit a proposal to the Trustees with
more information for approval.

I. Beth Hooker closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned.

II. The next regular meeting will be on Monday, April 26, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall.  A
phone connection will be available for those who would like to call in.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk   



From the Deacons:

1.Thank you to Mat, Tim and Gary for leading our worship the past Sunday’s. 

2. Next week, Easter Sunday, please join us for our service with Pastor Jarvie leading
worship, Easter flowers will be on display in the sanctuary, the Praise Group will be
singing and the Holy Spirit will be leading us all. 

3. Check out our new flag near the incoming driveway. The Easter flag is currently
inviting on display. A WELCOME flag will replace it in the near future. 

4. Don’t forget coffee hour will be back in Fellowship Hall next Sunday after our
Easter service for anyone who feels comfortable in attending. Please sign up to host
a coffee hour in the future. Please call Lorene to be a coffee host. Women’s
Fellowship has volunteered to host Easter Sunday. 

5. For everyone’s information, we will continue having offering plates in the Narthex.
Beginning Easter Sunday an usher will bring your offerings to the Chancel for the
Pastor to place on the altar. The Deacons feel this is an appropriate and safe change
at this time and feel it is important to include this visual element in our service. 

6.The Deacons would like to encourage everyone, including all folks watching our
service virtually, to call the church office if you have a concern that we can help in
any way with, or a prayer request that we can pray for you.  For example, if you or a
family member have a hospitalization or any 'life event' that we can help you with or
pray for, please do let us know.  The church office number is 231-924-4710.

Church Directory:

Please note - the phone number for Jim Rynberg is incorrect. 
Please change your directory to 231-924-6786.



Thank you to each one who donated

Easter flowers to help make our sanctuary 

a lovely place in which to celebrate our 

Lord’s resurrection.

    

Jack & Mary Butterick in memory of brother, Stan Maurer and Georgia Paxton.

Ted & Jeannie Caris in memory of Christopher R. Caris, Harold & Jerrie Hines and Tony &
Mary Caris.

Sally DeShetler in memory of Bob DeShetler.

Pat Krehn in memory of Georgia Paxton.

Max & Yvonne Lee in memory of son, Steven Lee.

Dean & Jean Morehouse in memory of our dear friend, Joni Schray.

Heidi Redding in memory of Harlow W. Redding.

Jim Rynberg in memory of Lila and John W. Rynberg, David Rynberg and John H. Rynberg.

Dave White in memory of parents, Charles & Martha White.

Barbara Blass-Frisbey in honor of my children.

Shirley Brooks in honor of family & friends.

Arnie & Betty Dougan in honor of family and loved ones.

Max & Yvonne Lee in honor of family.

Dean & Jean Morehouse in honor of our church family.

Kelly Parks, Holly Shepherd & Stacey Church and families in honor of Arnie & Betty
Dougan.

Heidi Redding in honor of Grandson, Matthew Daugherty’s engagement to Lauren Baer,
daughter of Dr. & Mrs. William Baer of Ada.

Jeff & Susan Stewart



Our Church Family:

   Please continue to remember those who are home
bound due to Covid concerns and restrictions.  And
those who are not able to worship with us.  Also
those family and friends dealing with health issues. 
We especially remember Van & Judy Nadeau & Pat
Dekleva.  And we think of those who have lost loved
ones.

Congratulations to Craig Zeerip, wrestling coach at Fremont  on a regional
championship.  And to Dean Morhouse, assistant Hope College basketball coach for
a successful season.  We give thanks to God for the abilities He has given to these
student athletics and for the coaches who guide and lead these students..  

Altar & Coffee Host Calendars:

   Please take a moment and sign up for providing
flowers for the Altar for Sunday mornings. We will
post in the bulletin if you are giving flowers for various
reasons if you so choose.

 Jim Rynberg is always ready and willing to pick up flowers and make the
arrangement for you. Give him a call.  924- 6786. 

Thank you to our Altar Committee for taking care of the Altar each week.  

We also are hosting Fellowship Time once again beginning
Easter Sunday.  If you would be able to host on a given Sunday
please sign up on the Coffee Host Calendar.  

These calendars are located in the narthex.

You can also call the church office and Lorene will be happy to
sign up for you.  

Church Office Closed:

Lorene will be on vacation April 5-9.  If you need to speak
with her you are welcome to call her cell phone and leave a
message.  231-282-0515



Ap r i l  B i r t h d a y s

5 Rob Pullman

7 Dylan White

8 David Zeerip

9 Gary Deuling

11 Yvonne Lee

17 Kayla Robeck

19 Arnold Dougan

21 Bill Black

                      Linda Oosterhouse

24 Beth Hooker

Helen Miller

 V. Carol Stark

26 Steve Johnson

27 Mary Butterick

Ray Smith

Dav Wahl

April  Anniversaries

 6   Gary & Beth Hooker

16 Rob & Angela Pullman

24    Duane & Loretta VanDuzen

30 Pat & Robin Dekleva




