
February Assignments:

Altar Rep: Shelli Waldo

Altar Flowers:
7:
14: Jack & Rosemary Tittle
21:
28:

Ushers:
7: Clair & Linda Shively

Dick & Judy Ramm
14: Kendra Lachniet, Barb Veldman, JoAnn Dekleva
21:
28:

Greeters:
7: Carol Stark
14: Carol Stark
21: Ann Werner & Pat Krehn
28: Ann Werner

Coffee Hosts:
7: Jim Rynberg
14: Barbara Blass Frisbey
21: The Pullman Family
28: Karla Johnson & Jaime Deuling

February Towel Washer: Karla Johnson
Communion:

Prep & Serve
Clair Shively

Serve
Anne VandeKieft & Pat Krehn

Compassion & Funeral
Jan Stone & Clair Shively

F e b r u a r y 

B i r t h d a y s

 1 Millie Sherman

 2 Jim Turner

 4 Alissa Pullman

 8  Bob DeShetler
Christie Pollock

 9 Pastor Ray Dekker

13 Virginia Price
Sarah Wolfsen

14 Dean Morehouse

15 Emily Seyferth

17 Jean Morehouse

21 Marilyn VanderLaan

22 Carol Black
Georgia Paxton
Marjorie Salata

23 Maxine Dykstra

26 Beverly Williams February

Anniversaries

17Jack & Rosemary Tittle



Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:

Every time a championship in any sport is
about to be played, it seems as if the commentators
and pundits come out in full force discussing and
even arguing who is the best player to ever play the
game at a certain position. This time of year in the
ramp up for the Super Bowl the “talking heads” debate where Tom
Brady or Peyton Manning or Aaron Rogers or others fit in terms of
ranking the best football quarterbacks to have played the game.
Retired players, coaches, sports journalists, etc. all try to hash it out
with statistics, the quality of the team surrounding the pivot, and
numerous other factors. 

I wonder why it is so important that people determine who
is the “best”. Whether it is football, basketball, hockey, baseball or
any sport for that matter, there is a need to create a pantheon of the
greatest to ever “play the game”, whatever it is. Why? Do people
want to bring attention to themselves for being the best judge of
talent? Do people live vicariously through the accomplishments and
talents of others in order to have their own ego needs satisfied?
Why not just admire the talents and skills of anyone who does
things athletically that are difficult and great? Or do we have an
innate need to create “idols” in our lives; whether individuals or
teams. 

On any given day, someone who is a “great” can be defeated
by someone who will never be considered a “great”. The role of the
underdog beating a favored person or team is something the average
Joe loves to see. Over the years of watching sports, especially
hockey I have become the kind of fan who loves to witness a great
play, no matter who performs it. The skill level, and amount of
practice and work that goes into someone performing astounding
feats, especially when done by someone known to work hard for
everything he/she gets, rather than one from who special feats are
expected are very enjoyable to witness. The color or name on the
uniform becomes secondary, at least in this person's opinion it 



should for the Christian sports fan.
When Scripture says things such as: “You shall not make for

yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God...
.” or, “Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.” it is making clear
that “hero worship” or the adulation of people such as athletes or
celebrities is contrary to God's desires for our lives.

The enjoyment of watching great athletes perform is
something God wants humanity to enjoy. It is He that created the
human body with the potentials it has. Selecting individuals for
singular glorification is something human nature naturally does; but
it is not something God prefers to come from athletic feats. It is
those who are able to reflect praise back towards God that He is
pleased with. Let us watch and enjoy great athletic performances,
but elevating individuals to a divine-like status can be idolatry.

Creative Ministries:

The Creative Ministries of Fremont First
Congregational consist of two areas: Drama for
Worship and Social/Recreational Fellowship
Activities.

Drama for Worship - Each Sunday
worship service includes a dramatic presentation in the form of;
a 5-10 minute creative story or skit (often featuring colorful
characters, mime, circus arts and much humor).  About one a
quarter we’ve had a special 30 minute drama for worship.  Past
dramas have included “The Fulfillment of Ebenezer Scrooge,”
“Rip VanWinkle,” (wth the theme of “spiritual slumber”), “The
Legend of Sleepy Hallow” (“Fear Not”).  Last Christmas we held
a special youth performing arts program entitled “The Christmas
Juggler.”  Coming up in May will be a comedic presentation of
“Casey at the Bat” with the theme “....though a righteous man falls
seven times, he gets back up.” (Proverbs 24:16)



We also provide several Outreach Performances in the community
during the year.  Our “Vaudeville Show” is a big hit with
audiences.  We do one in the spring at the Dogwood Center and
another one in the summer at Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Both are
free to the public.  A special youth performing arts program,
RAYZ, is always a part of the Vaudeville Show but also does its
own summer show at the NBBF.

Social/Recreational Fellowship Activities - “Congo Enjoy-
Meant” is a ministry that provides our church family and friends
with monthly fun social and recreational events to enjoy together
to build relationships and enrich church life.  Activities have
included Bowling Outings, a Winter Family Fun Day, St. Patrick’s
Day Parties, a Grand Rapids Museum Outing, USS
Silversides/Naval Museum Tour, Whitecaps Baseball Games and
Tailgate Parties, Church Campouts, Kayak/Canoe River Trips,
Fellowship Campfires, and the list goes on!

Please visit the church web site (fremontfcc.org) for more
information.   Check the website calendar and “Congo Corner” for
upcoming drams presentations and Congo Enjoy-Meant activities. 
We’d love to see you.

Executive Council:

The Executive Council is looking at
several programs that our church might use
to help us grow.  We may use one program
or combine several as we look for the best
fit for our church.  The congregational was
able to see a webinar on one program last
November.  We will keep you appraised as
things move along.  You will all have a
change to become involved.



Women’s Fellowship:

Valentine’s Day is fast
approaching and Women’s Fellowship
would like to invite our lady members
and friends to join us for lunch on
Friday, February 12 , at 12:00 noon inth

Fellowship Hall.  
A catered lunch by Koffee Kuppe will be provided at a cost

of $11.00 per person.   Menu: Potato soup, variety of sandwich
wraps , salad and dessert.

 Please call the church office 924-4710 to make your
reservation it you are unable to sign up in Fellowship Hall.  Need
a ride?  Tell Lorene when you make your reservation.  

Goulash Luncheon:

On Sunday, February 28 Women of
the Church will be hosting a GOULASH
LUNCHEON in Fellowship Hall after church.  This will be a
fundraiser to help us pay for the installation of new cabinets in the
church kitchen.  Needless to say, this is a very expensive project,
and we want it to be done right.  

Please bring your friends to church and stay after wards for
lunch.  If will be great food and wonderful fellowship.  

Cost will be a donation.

Save the Date:

There will be a soup supper in
Fellowship Hall on Friday, March 18. 
Have you been hungry for Make a Meal
Soup?  It will be there!  Make plans to
bring your friends.



Book Circle:

Book Circle will resume on Tuesday
MARCH 15 at 10:00 a.m.  The book review will
be “Treasure Island” by Robert Lewis Stevenson.

Women’s Fellowship ~ Kitchen Remodel:

Women’s Fellowship is taking on a
big new project!!  We have decided that,
after 50+ years, it’s time to remodel the
kitchen.  The countertop is quite worn and
the cabinets are falling apart.  There will be new cabinets and
countertop plus a new floor that won’t be so labor intensive to
maintain.  The area where we serve coffee will have cabinets that
will fit the dinnerware carts so the doors don’t have to be held hut
with bungee cords.  How nice will that be?!  We are looking at the
work beginning in early spring, it will take 2 weeks, and the kitchen
will be out of commission during that time.  We will keep you
appraised of a start date when our cabinet builder, Jake Allen, is
ready to start demolition and install.  We’ve been saving money for
several years and finally have enough to begin the remodel.  Thanks
to the congregation for helping us earn enough to do this large
project.  

All Church Retreat:

Please join us on Saturday,
February 27 - 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall for a All Church Retreat
- “Considering Our Mission”.  Please sign up by calling the
church office or on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 

We strongly encourage your to consider coming to this
church event.



Needed:
The Crafters are in need of wool sweaters.  If

you have any that you are no longer wearing, please
bring them to church, marked that they are for the
crafters.  They can be left on the table where SCRIP
is sold in Fellowship Hall.

UNDIES SUNDAY & THE JOY of SOCKS -
 Please join the Deacons in our Winter

Outreach project- Undies Sunday & The Joy of
Socks. From January 10 - Feb 14 we are collecting
underwear and socks for all ages and sizes. Large
size underwear is often needed and often not
available in shelters. Socks are the most needed and

under supplied items for homeless people. We will collect socks and
underwear for kids in Walkerville Schools and those at the
Muskegon Rescue Mission. Please help us to help those who are in
need this winter. You may drop off your donations at church. There
are two laundry baskets available in the narthex. You may also
write a check to First Congregational Church and include Undies
Sunday in the memo line. Deacons will then purchase socks and
underwear for those who wish to donate a check. Some bargains can
be found on line and in stores this time of year.  On Sunday,
February, 14 the last day of our drive, we will pass the
laundry baskets and collect checks and underwear
during worship. Thanks for your support! 

Our Church Family:
Health Concerns ~
Donna Smith fell and broke her leg in three places.  She will

be needed surgery.  She is currently at Mercy Hospital.
Jeannie Caris is making good progress following her fall

and hospital stay.
Evanna Harden is hoping to return home from her nursing

home rehabilitation in the next couple weeks.
PT Lindner is at Newaygo Medical Care for rehab.

 


