Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:
Every person knows the treasure it is
to have women in your life that are loving,
supportive, encouraging, and gracious. The
Bible is filled with verses that describe the
great blessing that a godly woman brings to everyone in their
circle of influence. Last month there were two marches in
Washington DC that were primarily made up of women. The
marches, along with their representative speakers, slogans and
signs were meant to give the public a picture of what they believe
represents the issues facing women inner culture and how they
want to be understood. One group, labeled the “March for Life”
was emphasizing a pro-life/anti-abortion platform. The emphasis
was on God creating women to be an instrument to bring life into
this world and nurture and cultivation of that life through the
centrality of a family in social construction of our culture. The
other group rallied largely to give voice to those who feel
disenfranchised and who allege to have been “victimized” by the
culture of society. This march also had representative speakers,
slogans and signs to express their views. The difference in
atmosphere and message of the two groups could not have been
more distinct. As Christians we are expected by God to influence
the world around us in a more godly direction. I know that
treading into discussions regarding women’s rights, feminist
ideology, abortion, role of men and women in family, etc. is rife
with risks. I do know God communicates through His Word and
through human instinct and conscience inexhaustible reams of
information about these matters. Every follower of Jesus knows
the differences between godly and worldly men and women.
There is much at stake for the church and for our society
depending on the perspectives one subscribes to concerning roles
of men and women, human sexuality, the definitions of family,
perspectives on human life and when it begins, whether or not we
are sovereign over our physical bodies or God is, and so on.
A follower of Jesus would discern rather quickly which
demonstration presented a greater manifestation of the “fruit of the
Holy Spirit” (love, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness,
faithfulness, self control - Galatians 5). Remember Jesus said that

we will know who a person serves by the kind of fruit they
produce and that a good tree cannot produce bad fruit and that a
bad tree cannot produce good fruit. I am one who is personally
blessed, beyond by capacity to describe it, by godly women who
are closest to me in life - my wife and my daughter. I know my
life would be very different were it not for their example and
grace. I also know that of the two marches in DC last month,
which demonstration would have been descriptive of what they are
as women and which place would have been a joy to be together
with them in.
Church Fund Raising Events
In a joint effort between the Executive Council, the Board
of Deacons and other advisors a new policy for fund raising events
has been established. The goal and purpose of this policy is to
keep the congregation fully informed on fund raising events that
they are asked to be a part of and contribute to their success. In
the past there have been questions raised concerning the purpose,
organization beneficiaries and the success of such events.
Women’s Fellowship has already reviewed their policies and
reported in the bulletin recently the reason, the cause and the
financial out come of their last fund raising events that was held
to benefit the Board of Charitable Giving. When the congregation
is being asked to support projects it is necessary to have full clarity
concerning the event. In review of other non-profit organizations
policies it is clear that there is a benefit to everyone when
complete transparency is provided. Moving forward this new
policy should allow all persons and organizations the opportunity
for the greatest amount of support and success for their efforts.
The new form for fund raising requests will be available in the
church office.
Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Event
Sunday Feb 18- Chillirama and Some Kind of Trivia!
5:30-7:00pm- Chili’s needed. We are looking for a
variety of types so if you make an unusual chili please
bless us with it! Of course we also need a good
traditional one too. Give Mat a call, 231-414-7501.

Home Tour 2017 Update:

Valentine Luncheon:

The final numbers are in for Home
Tour 2017! We made a profit of
$11,656.45, just slightly less than in 2016.
Once again, we thank all of you for your help in this very
successful fundraiser.

Women and friends of the church
are invited to a Valentine’s Day luncheon
on Wednesday, February 14, at noon in
Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy soup,
salad, rolls, and dessert as you enjoy the
warmth and fun of being together. The cost of the meal is $5 and
can be paid on the the 14th. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin
board in Fellowship (or call the church office and Lorene will sign
up for you). Please sign up by Sunday, February 11. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Each year we have pledged to give 10% of our profit to
charitable organizations in Newaygo County. This year the
Women’s Fellowship board voted to give $500 each to the
Newaygo County Compassion Home for the Terminally Ill, the
Newaygo County Museum and Heritage Center, and the Second
Christian Reformed Church Friendship Ministries Special Events.
All of these donations will be matched by the Fremont Area
Community Foundation.

February Birthdays
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Millie Sherman
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Jim Turner
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4

Alissa Pullman

Here is some historical information you might be
interested in learning. The SCRIP program began at our church in
September of 2002, with Ruth and Becky in charge. That’s 16
years!!! Once the program was supported, we began to give
money to the church annually. At the beginning, we couldn’t pay
much, but we grew to the point we could pay $2,500. We haven’t
added up all we paid, but we guess we have paid the church at
least $16,000! At the end of December, 2017, SCRIP paid out
$1,500 to the church budget. Thank you to all who purchased gift
cards to support this program! Please continue to buy cards from
Susan Stewart as she takes over the reins!

8

Bob DeShetler

Scrip is available for purchase after Sunday worship
downstairs in Fellowship Hall. Watch for a full list of vendors
who participate in the program on our church website. Special
orders can be made for vendors we don’t normally keep in stock.
These are excellent for special occasions and other places you
might frequent regularly. Scrip is an easy way to donate money
to the church by just doing what you already do! It enables you to
donate through purchases you need to make anyway! Stop by and
bet a Scrip card for groceries, gas and anything else you might be
purchasing this week! Easy Peesy!!

Christie Pollock
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Pastor Ray Dekker
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Susan Stewart
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Virginia Price
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Dean Morehouse
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Jean Morehouse
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Kamdyn Huizenga
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Georgia Paxton
Marjorie Salata
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Maxine Dykstra
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Beverly Williams

February Anniversaries
17 Gordon & Linda Oosterhouse
Jack & Rosemary Tittle

