
June Assignments:

Altar Rep: Fran Stewart (231-689-9960)
Note: If there are special requests for the Altar please

contact the Altar Committee so proper action can be taken.  
Barb Clark, Chair 924-2356
Altar Flowers:

5: Dave & Margie Ekkel
12: Jack & Mary Butterick
19:
29: Dave White

Ushers:
5: Dick & Judy Ramm
12: Jack & Mary Butterick

Georgia Paxton
19:
29: Steve & Karla Johnson

Greeters:
5: Jack & Mary Butterick
12: Shelli Waldo
19: Jack & Rosemary Tittle
29: Jack & Mary Butterick

Coffee Hosts:
5: David & Margie Ekkel
12: Jack & Mary Butterick
19: Marilyn VanderLaan & Gwen Hoffman
29: Karla Johnson

June Towel Washer: Margie Ekkel

Communion:
Prep & Serve

Helen Miller
AnnWerner
Craig Zeerip

Compassion & Funeral
Jan Stone & Michelle Sweet

Ju n e   B i r t h d a y s

 2  Ryan St. Peter

 3  Lauren McKivitz

10 Samuel Sweet

12 Frank Blain

13 Janice Stone

16 Bob Erber
Harlow Redding

17 Ken Hall

18 Barbara Lindner

21 Pat Peccia

22 Pam Jorden
P.T. Lindner

Norma Purvis

24 David Vandenbelt

25 Lissa Denney

27 Jim Rynberg

29 Shirley Hooker
Angela Pullman

30 Ted Caris

June Anniversaries

 3 Miles & Ruth Cowles

 8 Mat & Deb Emerick

10 Miles Jr. & Sara Cowles

24 Clair & Linda Shively

26 Max & Yvonne Lee

27 Ted & Jeannie Caris
Andy & Katie Harrington

30 Roger & Becky Tuuk
David & Linda White



Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:
A couple of questions that can be

helpful in preparing for today and the
future of Congo. 
1. “What has recently happened in the
church's experience that can be attributed ONLY to God?”
2. “What vision do we have for our present and future that
ONLY the Spirit of God can make happen?”

The renewal and transformation of an individual or an
entire church is not so much about what we do as it is about
what the Holy Spirit is allowed to do in us and through us. The
renewal of a person or organization begins with the realization
that there is a need for renewal, then the acknowledgment that
without the power of God renewal is not possible, then the
seeking of God to grant wisdom and courage for the necessary
steps in renewal. Our personal and corporate renewal is a
process that has for its main ingredient and means – the practice
of prayer. Without prayer, there can be no renewal. John Wesley
said, “God does nothing without prayer.” Richard Foster writes
enlightening analysis when he says, “To pray is to change.
Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us. If we are
unwilling to change, we will abandon prayer as a noticeable
characteristic of our lives. The more we pray, the more we come
to the heartbeat of God. Prayer start the communication process
between God and us. All the options of life fall before us. At
that point we will either forsake our prayer life and cease to
grow, or we will pursue our prayer life and let Him change us.
Either option is painful. To not grow in his likeness is to not
enjoy His fullness. To grow in His likeness is to enjoy His
fullness.”

Several decades ago when I did volunteer work at the
Pacific Garden Mission on S. State St. in Chicago I picked up
a bookmark they made available on their literature rack. Part the

poem written on it stated, “A worldly Christian will stop
praying. A praying Christian will stop worldliness.”

Events in life and in Congo are leading me to a renewed
urgency to make prayer a greater part of my daily walk with
Jesus. I know he is continually renewing me and while there is
a great deal more of the Holy Spirit to yet experience in life, the
work He has begun in each follower of Jesus “is a good one and
He will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ.”
(Philippians 1) 

May these summer months ahead produce a reflection
this Autumn that June, July, and August were different in our
personal life and corporate life because God did something
within us that is unexplainable except to cite prayer as the
reason. God bless you all! Pastor Ray

Father’s Day Luncheon :

It won’t be Shepherds Pie but it will
be just as good!   We will be serving
Pulled Pork BBQ sandwiches, Homemade Baked Beans,
Homemade Cole Slaw, and Dessert.

Table service will be provided. This is a fundraiser for
our new and improved kitchen update.  All are welcome!!

Book Circle:

This month Book Circle will meet
at the home of Beverly Williams for our
annual Salad Potluck.  We will meet on
Tuesday, June 21 at NOON.  Please bring
a salad to pass.  Table service and
beverage will be provided.



From the Trustees:

Thank YOU to all who participated in
our spring indoor cleanup on Saturday, May
14.  With 20 workers, all the pew cushions
were dusted and cleaned, the entire sanctuary was vacuumed,
including moving the organ, out-dated cribs were removed from the
nursery, all the blue chairs in Fellowship Hall were cleaned, audio-
visual room was vacuumed and mopped, entryway tile was cleaned,
back stairs were swept and mopped, the ledge below the cry room
was cleaned and many door were washed.  The trustees also thank
Yvonne Lee for providing the refreshments.  Thank-you all for a job

well done.

Music Notes:

Attention all Past Choir Members - YOU
are invited to sing with the choir Sunday, June
12.  This will be the last time the choir sings
before taking a summer break and we are inviting
all past choir members to join us.  

Our rehearsal are Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m. and we will
rehearse at 8:45 a.m. on Sunday, June 12.  You are welcome to attend
any or all of the rehearsals.

If you have any questions please call Deb 231-924-9558. 
Hope you can join us!

Creative Ministry Contributions Needed:

The Creative Ministries Fund is in
need of some restoration. If you would like
to make a contribution to help support future
Performing Arts programs as well as Congo
Enjoy-Meant events, you can make a check
out to First Congregational Church and put Creative Ministries Fund
in the memo line. You can either put it in the collection plate or drop
it off to the church office.  If you have any questions please call Mat
at 231-414-7501. Thank you.

One Great Hour of Sharing
2016's Theme: Walk the Extra Mile

Primary Scripture: Ruth 1:1-22

With our congregation’s gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing the
United Church of Christ offers hop and well-being to people
around the world.  Working with international ministry partners
and with the domestic UCC disaster network, our offering is
used to help people make vital basic improvements in their
lives.  In cooperation with Church World Service, nine Christian
denominations support One Great Hour of Sharing - a lift giving
tradition that began in 1949.

Together, our gifts support programs that:
*rebuild communities ravaged by natural disasters
*create sustainable sources of food and water for rural

villages
*provide micro-credit for women to start businesses that

provide years of income
*teach trades and job skills to people maimed by

landmines
*offer children a chance to survive past the age of 5 and

attend school  - and so much more

Through our gifts we show the kindness, compassion and mercy
to which Jesus calls us.  By giving to One Great Hour of
Sharing, we show and share God’s love - offering a hand to
strangers in need and Making a world of difference in their
lives.

Please consider giving in June.  Thank YOU!
Board of Charitable Giving

For more information go to: http://www.ucc.org/oghs



Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy
good food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those
who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve,

for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10
 

“Go and enjoy”:

Wednesday, June 29- Campfire and Pool Party at the Nadeaus, 6:30-
8:30pm- Van and Judy's fire pit was made for big groups so let's make one
as we gather for fun, fellowship and food (campfire treats)! If it’s hot out
and you want to cool off the pool will be open. Address is 4864 W High
Ln, Fremont

Monday, July 18- Campfire and Boat Rides at the Morehouses, 6:30-
8:30pm- Fellowship and a campfire around Dean and Jean's lakeside firepit
with boat rides by Captain Dean to boot. If you're a good sailor, he might
let ya drive the boat! Campfire Treats, too! If its hot out and you want to
cool off the lake will be open. Address is 6163 Lakeview Dr., Fremont. 

Saturday, July 30- Tailgate Party and Whitecaps Baseball Game-
Come to one or both! Tailgate Party starts at 4:00pm in the church parking
lot and lawn. Hot dogs, brats, chips and water provided for a contribution.
Bring your own softdrinks if you'd like. Please also bring a dish to pass.
Congo Caravan will depart at 5:30 for the 7:00pm game. Rides provided for
any who need one. Game ticket is $10.00.

August 26-28 Congo Campout at Henning Park (Newaygo)- You can
camp for the weekend or join the campers for Saturday activities. The pot
luck time is 5:30pm but you can come earlier in the day for kayaking,
tubing and games. A kayak or tube can be provided if needed (let Mat
know). We'll finish the day with a campfire sing-a-long. Bring an
instrument or just your voice... or just your ears!

Note: This information can also be found on our website -
www.fremontfcc.org.  Go to the calendar and click on the event date and
it will bring you to the information or on the home page - Congo Corner
is located at the bottom right  of the page and you can click on the date and
it will bring you to the information.

Fremont First Congregational Church presents

Back to Oz

Chapter 1- “The Tin Man’s Itchy Tin Skin”
Chapter 2- “The Worriedly Lion Meets Monsters”

Chapter 3- “The Scarecrow Stuffs His Noggin”

A Fun but Poignant Drama for Worship

Sunday, June 26, 10:00-11:00am

Our Church Family:

Health Concerns ~
Frank Blain was hospitalized for

several days with an infection in his leg
and pneumonia.

Beth Hooker underwent some knee
surgery.  She is recovering nicely.

Shirley Hooker had knee surgery
and she is recovering at her daughters
home in Muskegon.

http://www.fremontfcc.org

