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First Congregational Church

Executive Council Minutes
February 22, 2021

Present: Pat  Krehn-Moderator, Dean Morehouse and Jack Butterick-Deacons, John Cooper-
Board of Trustees,  Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship,  Jack Stewart-Technology Board,
Susan Stewart-Clerk

Absent: Ruth Cowles-Vice Moderator, Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, Board of Christian
Education 

Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer.  It was motioned by Jack Butterick to accept the
minutes from the January 25th  meeting and seconded by Dean Morehouse.

I. Public Comment - No public comment.  

II. Board Reports:

A. Charitable Giving – Ann Werner – no report.  

B.  Board of Deacons – Report was given by Jack Butterick and Dean Morehouse.

1. Prayer time at BOD meetings – people in need of our prayer will be identified,
prayed for at the beginning of BOD meetings and in some cases, shut-ins will be
called on the phone.

2. Sunday worship, recordings – at the Tech Committee’s recommendation two de-
vices (extenders, < $100) to amplify the wifi signal within FCC and improve the
quality of recordings have been installed.  If this works, great, but if not, BOD
will recommend to Trustees that FCC’s service from NCATS be upgraded at a
cost of about $20/month. 

3. Website – myriad adjustments have been suggested by the subcommittee of Dea-
cons, Mat, Deb, Nancy for the Home Page and What We Believe.  Additional
pages will be addressed by the subcommittee (seven Deacons plus Mat, Deb and
Nancy) as appropriate and an all-committee meeting of thirteen people including
Pat, Ruth and Pastor Jarvie is planned in March and May. 

4. Congo Conversations – ten callers are contacting 44 people for a total of 54 con-
nections/month.

5. Pulpit supply, in our pulpit – Tim 2/21, Gary 2/28, Tim 3/7, Gary 3/14, Mat 3/21,
Tim 3/28.  Pastor Jarvie will tell us by 2/28 if he’s interested in pulpit supply or
interim pastor.

6. Love offering for Gary, Guatemala – the trip was Feb 10-19.  Congo donations
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totaled $685.  Gary will give a summary of his trip from the pulpit on February
28.  

7. Pray Newaygo – Mat is FCC’s representative.  Twenty churches are onboard and
thirteen people in FCC are praying for 100 people in Newaygo County.  Dates Feb
19 to Mar 20.  

8. Altar Call, 2/28 - We have not done this in our church in a long time, but it is a
natural part of a many church services.  Gary describes this as asking worshipers
to come forward if they would like a special prayer said for them. The prayer
would be a private prayer said softly by Gary to the person. If a female comes for-
ward, Beth will offer the prayer. The prayer is to make a new spiritual commit-
ment to Jesus Christ.

9. Gallery of Windows, narthex – Nancy Lindner has ideas to improve the presenta-
tion of the medallions on the wall in the narthex and will recommend an update at
her convenience.  

10. Marketing – a) the monthly Congo adv. will appear in Hi Lites through June; b)
two or four informative flags/banners have been discussed for placement along
our entrance driveway and a decision will be made by BOD on 3/11.  

11. BOD recommends that our coffee, social time in Fellowship Hall resume when
the new carpet is installed, and furniture returns to the room.

12. Planning 2021 - Spiritual growth. Adult Bible study, Dr Packer, Small groups,
Prepare for new pastor (welcome gathering, outdoors, tentative July), Altar Call. 
We need to keep this in front of our eyes and address them at a proper time.  

13. We would like to get the Men’s Fellowship started again.  Currently there is a
small group meeting at 9:30 MWF that we like to call Woodshop Coffee.  Maybe
something can sprout from this.

14. We want to attract young families, but we have nothing in place.  Possible ideas:
o Add one more person to the Christian Board of Education.
o Have Sunday School right off of the sanctuary so they would be closer to their

parents.
o Add something to the online services that is directly geared towards children.

A. Board of Christian Education – no report.

B. Board of Trustees – John Cooper

1. Still waiting for a bid to fix the choir lift.

2. Bernie has repaired some cracks in the sanctuary.

3. Keegan Bulk has been hired as the new house person.

4. We have lined up snow shovelers for Sunday.

5. The church was very cold last Sunday.  This has been fixed and it will be much
warmer next Sunday.

A. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse

1. Terry’s Flooring will be replacing the carpet in Fellowship Hall March 2nd thru
March 5th.

2. A plumber is working on removing the water line to the coffee pot that is now
in place.  We will store it and replace it with a more user friendly one.

3. We have purchased a Swiffer that is for kitchen use only.

4. The cupboard doors are almost finished.



A. Men’s Fellowship – no report.  

B. Technology Board – Jack Stewart

Steeple lighting still moving forward.

1. We are continually improving the production of the online services.

2. Access Control – the church was “unlocking” for Sunday services due to the
inability to make programming changes.  This has been corrected.

A. Security Committee - Gary Hooker – no report

B. Pastor Search update – The committee is meeting weekly and would like to do an
updated survey of the congregation to explore people’s expectations.  We are
reviewing the minister from Ludington again.  Another minister contacted us who
we will be reviewing on Wednesday.  We are also reviewing candidates before they
go through the NACCC process.  If it is a possible fit, we are paying for the $100
application fee.

I. Dean Morehouse motioned to accept the board reports.   Jack Butterick seconded the
motion .  All reports were accepted.

II. Old Business

1.

I. New Business

1. It was motioned by Dean to resume coffee time after the service on Easter April 4th

and seconded by John. Lorene will send out a notice and we will post it in the
bulletin.  People can come if they feel comfortable doing so. 

2. Pastor Jarvie offered to conduct services from April 4th to June 20th.  Dean made a
motion to accept his offer and it was seconded by Jack Butterick.

3. Lorene was asked to play three Sundays.  She is willing to do this until St. John’s
resumes in person worship.

I. Pat Krehn closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned.

II. The next regular meeting will be on Monday, March 22, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall. 
A phone connection will be available for those who would like to call in.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk   

2021 Church Directories are available in the narthex for you to take
home with you.

The wood shop hours have changed.  Monday - Wednesday -
Friday  from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm  or by appointment. Contact
Bernie Denney, Dean Morehouse,  Bill Black or Mike Carpenter.



The carpeting in Fellowship Hall will be replaced this week. 

Pastor Jarvie’s has agreed to lead our worship once again.  He will return
on Easter Sunday, April 4 and be with us until June 20.

We will be serving coffee in fellowship hall following worship
beginning on April 4, Easter Sunday, for anyone who feels comfortable
to attend.

Our Church Family ~

Health Concerns:

Pat Dekleva has been dealing with some medical
concerns.

Judy and Van Nadeau continue to deal with medical
issues.

Sympathy:

We express our sympathy to Jack and Mary Butterick.  Mary’s brother, Stan
Maurer passed away at his home in Tennessee.  

Evanna Jo “Van” Harden passed away Feb. 7, 2021, in Fremont, MI, at the age of 82
years.  Van was born April 27, 1938 in Plainwell, MI to Max and Josephine Adams. She
attended Manistee Public Schools in Manistee, MI and graduated from Manistee High
School in 1956. Van went on to attend Kalamazoo College, where she graduated with a
music degree. She then went on to earn her Master’s at Wayne State University. A retired
teacher, Van began her teaching career with Reading Public Schools in Reading, MI and
spent many years teaching music at Muskegon Public Schools in Muskegon, MI. 

Van married Gary Harden on June 11, 1961 in Hillsdale, MI. The couple moved to
Muskegon, MI in the late 1960s. Van was a devoted mother and an avid crafter. She
crocheted hundreds of clothes and blankets over the years and lent her talents to the
Crafters’ Club of First Congregational Church in Fremont. Van loved to travel, having
journeyed to countries including Egypt, Israel and Turkey. She was a member of the St.
Cecilia Music Club, White River Dog Club and Port City Playhouse. A swim coach for
the Muskegon Family YFCA, she also gave swim lessons in her backyard pool for years.
She loved to sing and was a longtime choir director of McGraft Congregational Church in
Muskegon and was also a member of the Newaygo County Community Choir. She later



became a member of First Congregational Church in Fremont, where she was a choir
member and Deaconess.

Van is preceded in death by her mother, father and husband. Her beautiful life will
forever be cherished in the lives of her children Kara Lee Harden of Muskegon and Kevin
Robert Harden of Fremont; Four grandchildren: Zachary Wayne Jacobsen of Muskegon,
MI, Maxwell Harden of Niles, MI, Misty Harden of Austin, TX, Amanda Stout (Matt
Stout), of Whitehall, MI; Great-grandchildren: Eli Stout, Nolan Stout; Cousin Harvey
Bender (Bonnie Bender) of Martin, MI and a host of friends.

A Memorial Service was held on Saturday, February 20, 2021 at McGraft 
Congregational Church in Muskegon with Pastor Mark Olsen officiating. 

   March  Birthdays
1 Linda Shively

7 Peter Lindner

Susan Zeerip

13 Maggie Sweet

14 Stacey Church

Karla Johnson

19 Betty Speet

21 Barb Clark

23 Bernie Denney

Al Smalligan

30 Kelley McKivitz

George Purvis

31    Nancy Smalligan

March  Anniversaries

24   David & Mary Zeerip



EASTER FLOWER ORDER

_________ 6"   Easter Lilies (5+ blooms):    ($9.50)

_________ 10" Easter Lilies (15+ blooms):  ($26.00)

6" Tulips: ($9.00)

_________ Red 

_________ Pink

_________ Yellow

6" Hyacinths: ($9.00)

_________ Lavender

_________ Pink

_________ White

6"Mini Daffodils:($9.00)

_________

6" Mums: ($9.00)                                                6" Azaleas ($15.00)

_________White                                                 _________ White

_________ Yellow                                               _________ Pink (Pale Pink) 

 _________ Lavender                                          _________ Red (Dark Pink)

to be used in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021

________Following the worship service, I/we will pick up our flower(s).

________Following the worship service, the Altar Committee may take care of my/our flower(s) 

Given by:        ______________________________________________

In Memory of ______________________________________________

       or

In Honor of    ______________________________________________

This completed form, along with your payment for each flower ordered may be placed in the offering plate, or brought

to the church office NO LATER than  March 10, 2021




