
May Assignments:

Altar Rep:  Gwen Hoffman (231-894-2885)
Note: If there are special requests for the Altar please contact the Altar
Committee so proper action can be taken.  Barb Clark, Chair 924-2356

Altar Flowers:
1: Ann Werner
8: Pat Krehn
15: Jill Sondeen
22: Van & Judy Nadeau
29: Max & Yvonne Lee

Ushers:
1: Jack & Mary Butterick
8:
15: Ann Werner, Jill Sondeen, Kendra Lachniet
22: Duane & Loretta VanDuzen
29:

Greeters:
1: Shelli Waldo
8: Jack & Mary Butterick
15: Barb Veldman
22: Jack & Mary Butterick
29: Jill Sondeen

Coffee Hosts:
1: Marjorie Salata
8: Jim Rynberg
15: Potluck - Margie Ekkel & Shirley Brooks
22: Van & Judy Nadeau
28: Max & Yvonne Lee

May Towel Washer: Loretta VanDuzen
Communion:

Prep & Serve:
Helen Miller

Serve:
Michelle Sweet
Pat Krehn

Compassion & Funeral:
Ann Werner & Helen Miller

        M a y   
B i r t h d a y s

2 Kendra Pfeiffer
Karen Zick

 3 Gail Cooper

 4 Jeannie Caris
Sam Derks

 5 Bill Sherman

8 Sophie Sweet

11 Michelle Sweet

13 Siria Pinnick
Craig Zeerip

14 Linda White

15 Rick St. Peter

19 Jack Tittle

23 Lynn Brookhouse
Brian Stroschin

24 Ted Clark

26 Duane VanDuzen

29 Katie Brookhouse
Bill Fries, Jr.

30 Clair Shively

May Anniversaries

3 John & Gail Cooper

11 John & Sarah Wolfsen

25 Brad & Stacey Church



Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:

The wonderful aromas
associated with Spring are
emanating from all around this time
of year. Even the musty scent of last years leaves left
unraked until spring become pleasant to experience. All
around are emerging signs of new life. How do I apply this
to news about the Congo Woodshop as I said I would do
last month in this space? Even under the cold blanket of
snow, woodworkers and hobbyists have been able to
breathe in the great aromas of freshly cut wood all winter
long in the woodshop. The aromas of cut pine, oak, maple,
cherry, bubinga, paduak, cedar, etc. are all different and are
all wonderful. It is always fun to try to detect and identify
the woods being cut by smell alone. And that is before we
get to see the great beauty that is specific to each species.
Woodworking allows one to titillate one's senses all year
long in our great woodshop.

 Our most recent addition is a band-saw that has a
capacity great enough to resaw much larger stock than we
could before. Your woodshop crew was able to salvage and
use all the cabinets that used to be in our church kitchen.
Come check out all the improvements and at the same
time, breathe deep and catch the aromatic bug. 

We will be adding updated photos on our church
Website page. Tell your friends to visit us. What are we?
We are a place where men and woman and accompanied
young people are invited to use our tools and resources to
make a wood project for themselves. We have accumulated
a wide variety of woodworking woods (Mostly domestic
hardwoods) for people to use gratis, as long as the project

is made in the shop. We are not a free lumberyard. We
offer most every woodworking tool necessary to do
projects large and small. For the greenhorn, we have
several regulars who are quite patient, who know
woodworking and within reason provide some mentoring.
The philosophy is that you are helped to create something,
not that we will create it for you. It is my experience that
once a person makes for themselves a wood creation it will
follow that they will want to make another and another,
each time improving on the quality and learning new
techniques along the way. It is an endless pursuit of
recreating out of creation. Doing that, also helps us love
our God all the more. To imagine he made all this variety
of wonders we call creation “ex nehilo” (out of nothing),
and then follow the Creation mandate to use what has been
made into new works of creation that mankind makes to
God's glory is part of what being created in God's image
means; it defines what it means to be human.

Building Care:

If you notice anything in our building that needs
repair or maintenance please notify the House Person (Al
Smalligan - 924-5267) or Roger Tuuk 924-6069).

Spring Work Bee:

The trustees are planning to
have a Spring Work Bee on Saturday,
May 14 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  A schedule of tasks to be
done are being compiled and will include both indoor and
outdoor chores.  If you are able to help us out, please place
your name on the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. 
Remember, many hands make light work!



Wear your Hat:

We would like to
encourage the ladies in the
congregation to wear their
favorite hat to church on
Sunday, May 8 in celebration
of Mother’s Day.  You do not need to BE a mother to
participate.

Book Circle:

Book Circle will meet on Tuesday,
May 17 at 10:00 a.m. at the home of
Marjorie Salata.  The program is yet to be decided.

Car Hop:

The Car Hop returns May 25, 2016
from 5-7.  Bring your convertibles (and
other vehicles), along with your friends
and neighbors, for burgers and dogs in the church parking
lot while listening to music from the 50's.  And don’t forget
the brownie sundaes!  The church youth will deliver your
meals.  Please support them!  In case of rain, we will eat in
Fellowship Hall.

June Fundraiser:

Following worship on Sunday,
June 19 there will be a fundraiser
lunch for the kitchen remodel done by the ladies of the church. 
The menu will be: Shepherds pie - salads - rolls, dessert and
beverages.       PLEASE NOTE: Table service will now be
provided for ALL potlucks - just bring your great dish to pass.

Our Church Family:

Health Concerns ~

Chuck Price is dealing with some
serious health issues and is under Hospice
care.

Judy Ramm suffered a bout of
pneumonia while in Gulf Shores.  She spent some time in
the hospital there.  They are back in Fremont now.

Sympathy ~

We extend our sympathy to Frank Blain and Terri,
Dav and Brooke Wahl.  Nancy Blain met her Lord and
Savior on Tuesday, April 12.  Nancy was an LPN at Gerber
Hospital for over 25 years, a loving friend to many  and
was a member of our church. Her grandchildren and their
friends held a very special place in her heart.  Services
were held in the sanctuary on Friday, April 15 with Pastor
Ray officiating.

We extend our sympathy to Wendy and Rick St.
Peter.  Wendy’s mother, Joan Anderson passed away
peacefully on Monday, April 18.  Joan taught 2  and 3nd rd

grade for 24 ½ years until her retirement in 1992.  She was
a member of our church and had been active in JOY Circle
for many years.  Joan loved reading, Michigan State and
the Detroit Tigers and being a grandmother to her
grandchildren and great grandchildren.  Services were held
in the sanctuary on Monday, April 25 with Pastor Ray
officiating.



Men’s Fellowship Breakfast:

Join us Wednesday, May 4 at
8:00 a.m. - speaker Jamie Bullis will
tell us about the newly created
Chosen Ranch for abused, abandoned, neglected and
homeless children near Alpena. www.chosenranch.org.  

At our June breakfast, June 1 at 8:00 a.m. our
speaker will be Rev. Nate Kooistra, Associate pastor
Reeman CRC, speaking on his new program called
Wellspring Adult Day Services: Compassionate Care for
Senior Adults and their Caregivers.  Nate Kooistra was
born and raised in Fremont, spent lots of time on his
family's apple farm and earned a business degree at GVSU.
He worked for Sherwin Williams for a brief time and felt
the Lord leading him into career ministry. Nate became the
youth pastor at his home church, Reeman CRC and served
in that capacity for three years. He went on to Western
Theological Seminary in Holland and earned a Master of
Divinity. Rev. Nate is ordained in the Reformed Church of
America and has served as Associate Pastor for the last
five years. Nate and his wife, Stephanie are blessed with
two beautiful children, Molly 9 and Breckin 6. As a family,
the Kooistra’s enjoy hiking, biking, fishing and are Star
Wars fans. Pastor Nate help start a community breakfast in
partnership with True North and a firewood ministry in
partnership with Love INC. Rev. Nate is preparing for the
launch of Wellspring Adult Day Service and is eager to tell
us all about it.

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy good
food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who
have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the

joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10
 

“Go and enjoy”:

Sunday, May 22- Canada's Victoria Day Party, 5:30-7:30pm- Help
Pastor Ray celebrate Victoria Day (even if it's the first time he's ever
celebrated it) with a fun evening of Canadian Food (feature Pastor Ray's
favorite Canadian delicacy, "Poutine") Victorian Food, and, of course
Canadian and Victorian trivia! Optional- dress like a Canadian,
Victorian, or (for extra credit) a Victorian Canadian!

Wednesday, June 29- Campfire and Pool Party at the Nadeaus,
6:30-8:30pm- Van and Judy's fire pit was made for big groups so let's
make one as we gather for fun, fellowship and food (campfire treats)! If
it’s hot out and you want to cool off the pool will be open. Address is
4864 W High Ln, Fremont

Monday, July 18- Campfire and Boat Rides at the Morehouses,
6:30-8:30pm- Fellowship and a campfire around Dean and Jean's
lakeside firepit with boat rides by Captain Dean to boot. If you're a good
sailor, he might let ya drive the boat! Campfire Treats, too! If its hot out
and you want to cool off the lake will be open. Address is 6163
Lakeview Dr., Fremont. 

Saturday, July 30- Tailgate Party and Whitecaps Baseball Game-
Come to one or both! Tailgate Party starts at 4:00pm in the church
parking lot and lawn. Hot dogs, brats, chips and water provided for a
contribution. Bring your own softdrinks if you'd like. Please also bring
a dish to pass. Congo Caravan will depart at 5:30 for the 7:00pm game.
Rides provided for any who need one. Game ticket is $10.00.

In August (Dates to be announced)- Congo Campout at Henning
Park (Newaygo)- You can camp for the weekend or join the campers
for Saturday activities. The pot luck time is 5:30pm but you can come
earlier in the day for kayaking, tubing and games. A kayak or tube can
be provided if needed (let Mat know). We'll finish the day with a
campfire sing-a-long. Bring an instrument or just your voice..or just your
ears!

http://Www.chosenranch.org.

