Plum Pudding ~ 2018
Poinsettia Order

6" pot - 4-7 blooms $6.00
8" pot - 8-12 blooms $15.00
10" pot - 16+ blooms $24.00

Red
____
____
____

White
____
____
____

__________ Total Amount Enclosed

Poinsettia(s) to be used during Advent.
__________Following worship service, I/we will pick up our
poinsettia(s).
__________Following worship service, the Altar Committee may
take care of my/our poinsettia(s) in an appropriate way.

Given by:

__________________________________________

In Memory of __________________________________________
Or
In Honor of

___________________________________________

This completed form, along with your payment for each poinsettia
ordered may be placed in the offering plate, or turned into the
church office no later than November 18, 2018

In accordance with the State of Michigan Food
Requirements this is the required list of food items that can be
made for Plum Pudding:
Breads - not frozen
Similar baked goods
Vinegar & flavored vinegar
Cakes - not refrigerated
Muffins
Cooked fruit pies
Jams & Jellies
in glass jars that can be stored at room
temperature.
Cookies
Dry herbs and dry herb mixes
Dry baking mixes
Dry dip mixes
Dry soup mixes
Dehydrated vegetables or fruits
Popcorn
Chocolate covered pretzels, marshmallows, graham
crackers, rice krispie treats
Coated or uncoated nuts
Dried pasta made with eggs
Roasted coffee beans or ground roasted coffee
All food items have to be labeled with a list of ingredients with
your FIRST name, The First Congregational Church 231-9244710 on the label.
Thank you for your cooperation,
Mary Butterick, Plum Pudding Coordinator
Annual Meeting - November 18 following worship.
Absentee ballots available at the church office or
email Bill Black - black815@comcast.net

Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:
Throughout our society there are
countless special interest groups attempting
to create fear and gloom. Whether it be the
threat of China economically and militarily,
the certainty of the world as we know it
coming to an end due to man-made global
warming, terrorism in our homeland, the collapse of our economy, or
any number of other doomsday projections; these individuals or
groups that project these scenarios upon our culture are effective.
Their doom and gloom message is certainly a component of the
burgeoning anxiety and depression sweeping broads swaths of
susceptible individuals. History is often but a chronicle of people
acting out in reaction to misleading dogma that passes for truth after
it is repeated often enough. Why do I raise this matter? There is within
our church a sense of foreboding as we look forward to 2019. Average
attendance in worship is down, we are aging, beloved friends are
passing away with regularity, ever deeper cuts are projected again in
the next proposed budget, there are no young families who regularly
come, etc.; these are all reasons for concern, but not gloom and doom.
Who are we? Who is our God? What has God done in your life that
is unexplainable except that it had to be God acting in you? What does
the Bible say about what happens to people who are followers of
Christ? What does the Bible say about the results of being filled with
the Holy Spirit? (Read Galatians 5, Philippians 2 or Colossians 3 for
reinforcement)
Every person of faith in this congregation has been equipped to be
a faithful witness to the gospel and to be instruments of sharing the
good news of what Christ is doing within our own lives. Every
believer has been generously bestowed with gifts of the Holy Spirit
that are meant to grow the community of believers (Read Romans 12,
I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4 for example). And it is God who grows
the church when his people seek after Him. So, we have everything we
need to become a thriving witness in this community.
Gloom and doom prognosticators have no say in outcomes where
God’s people are concerned. God’s Word will never fail to work,
when we work it into who we are. 2019 can be seen as a tremendous
opportunity when we believe God wants to move in powerful ways
among and within us.

As Martin Luther’s great hymn of faith articulates, our God is
greater than any problem we face. Read again these lyrics and dare to
sing them with conviction and promise.
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us;
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.
That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him Who with us sideth;
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.
Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events
We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy good
food and fun activities together!
“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who
have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10
“Go and enjoy”:
Sunday, November 18, 5:30-7:00pm- "A Time of Thankssinging!"Sloppy Joes, Chips, Salads and more! Let's gather together for a time of
Fellowship, Food, Fun and an uplifting Hymn Sing!
Coming in December (Date TBA) "Chrismas Carolrama!"- More
Fellowship, Food, Fun and Christmas Carol Sing! More info to come.

Email:
If you aren’t receiving the email from the church
- check your SPAM or JUNK mail folder. There is
sometimes a setting where you can allow all mail from a certain
address to be delivered to your inbox. You may want to put
congo@fremontfcc.org in as a recipient you always want to receive
mail from.
Appreciation Luncheon:
An appreciation luncheon for Jack Brooks
is planned for Sunday, November 11 immediately
following the worship service. All are welcome!
We plan to make this a very special time to thank Jack for
his many years of faithful service and to wish him well in his new
position as Music Director at the Methodist Church.
Friends and family who want to express their appreciation to
Jack are welcome to attend as well, however, please let Gary
Deuling know, this will help he and Karla know how much food to
plan for.
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!!
Book Circle:
We will meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month,
November 13, due to Thanksgiving. It will be our
last meeting of the year. We will be meeting at the home of Jill
Sondeen on East Street. Anne VandeKieft will be doing a book
review by Nelson Madella.
Crop Walk:
I want to thank the Crop Walk team that
supported our efforts to help those in need
around theworld. Our team: Ray & Sandy
Dekker, Guy & Raene` Redinger, Jon& Judy
Clapp, Jack & Mary Butterick and Ann Werner.
My heartfelt thanks to all of the generous folks who gave to
support this cause. We collected $935 for our envelope and another
$20 as we were about to walk.
God Bless, Bev Williams

Christmas Shopping & Home Tour:
The 29th Home Tour is drawing
near! Soon all of the women of the
church should have received six
tickets to either purchase themselves
to give to people or to sell to friends.
These tickets will bring in the people
who will buy our crafts, soup, and
Plum Pudding items, so please try to
get them out to people in the community and the
surrounding area. By November 25th, please turn in any
unused tickets as well as your ticket money to Lorene.
Also, please save the date: Saturday, December 1!
We need the help of all - men, women, and children - who
are physically able to work the day of the event. Some of
you may have already been contacted to work. If not, you
will be called to let you know what positions need to be
filled. If you don’t’ receive a call, please call the church
office. This event is our main fundraiser of the year, and
because of it we are able to donate to local charities, offer
programs, and support the church budget. Thanks for your
help!
Do you need an idea of what to make for the Plum
Pudding Shoppe? Watch for a table in Fellowship Hall with
tins to be filled and recipe ideas for you to take. Don’t
forget to include your name and a list of ingredients for
your Plum Pudding treats.
Becky

Harvest Ingathering :

Our Church Family:

Women’s Fellowship will be sponsoring our
Harvest Ingathering once again. Please plan to
donate to this worthy cause in one of two ways: 1)
Bring a check made out to True North with Food
Pantry on the memo line. There will be a basket for checks on our
food collection table in fellowship Hall. True North will use your
money to buy food in bulk and other less expensive ways. 2) Bring
canned and boxed food items to Fellowship Hall and place them on the
table provided. A good time to purchase some of these items is during
the Spartan sale. Let’s see if we can fill up our table to overflowing!
Food and checks will be delivered to True North in
mid November. Thank you!!!

Sympathy ~

Gift Baskets:
Once again this year we will be making up gift
baskets to be sold at the Home Tour, so it's time to
check your cupboards and gift drawers. We need your like new items
for the baskets, items like candles, jams, books, jewelry, cooking
gadgets, lotions and shampoo, and slipper socks. This is not a
complete list - just something to get you thinking. These baskets make
good money for us and cost us almost nothing. Please bring your
donations to Fellowship Hall with a note saying they are for the gift
baskets. If you have questions, call Becky Tuuk (924-6069). Thanks!

SCRIP:
Christmas is right around the corner! Make your gift
giving easy by ordering SCRIP for your loved ones! We have over
400 companies for you to choose from, including Amazon, clothing
stores, restaurants, gas cards, Best Buy, Target, LL Bean, etc. many
companies are found across the country! Talk with us to look at
and/or receive a complete list of participating companies. It’s time fo
ryou to begin making your list and checking it twice. Then hand your
check and order to the SCRIP crew, and we will do the rest. It can’t
be any easier than that! Thanks for supporting this fundraiser so that
we can pay our pledge to the church

We extend our sympathy to the family of Paul
Thomas “PT” Lindner of Fremont, Michigan passed away on October
17, 2018. He was born on June 22, 1924 in Hammond, Indiana to Carl
George and Millicent (Shusta) Lindner. He attended Thornton
Fractional High School in Calumet City, Illinois and, with parental
permission, enlisted in the United States Navy on July 3, 1941 at the
age of 17. He served aboard PT boats in several WWII theaters and
campaigns. Alongside other courageous men and women of the US
Armed Forces and its allies, he helped liberate Europe before he was
20. After receiving an honorable medical discharge on October 6, 1945
he attended Michigan State College where he met his future bride,
Barbara Ann Lammy. They were married on August 7, 1948 at the
Fremont Congregational Church by Reverend Loomis. He was
employed by Addressograph-Multigraph Corporation for many years
before joining Richardson Office Equipment and retired from the
Grand Rapids-based business. He was a member of the First
Congregational Church UCC of Fremont; a life member of the Friends
of the Fremont Area District Library; and, as a Mason, was a member
of the White Cloud Lodge where he was worshipful master. He was
honored by the Hesperia Lodge for faithful service of more than 60
years. He was an avid outdoorsman, hunter and fisherman his entire
life and became an antique fishing tackle enthusiast and expert
researcher. As a member of the National Fishing Lure Collectors Club
(NFLCC) he composed many articles that were published in several
places including the Grand Rapids Press and the NFLCC magazine.
He also collaborated with the Grand Rapids Public Museum on
exhibits and research. His hunting affiliations included Ducks
Unlimited and the National Wild Turkey Association. He was a Boy
Scout whose joy in Scout camp was evident even decades later in the
adventurous stories he told his grandchildren. He remained an active
Boy Scout volunteer and mentor as his sons advanced through
scouting. Favorite pastimes included reading, especially history and
suspense novels; baking and candy making; solving jig-saw puzzles;
and teaching his grandchildren to fish. Each one learned how to tie
proper knots to secure a boat to a dock or the fishing line to the tackle.
Many memorable moments were enjoyed by family and friends at the
Lindner cottage on Long (Ryerson) Lake built in 1975.

