
October Assignments:

Altar Rep: Bev Williams

Altar Flowers:
4: Ann Werner
11: Clair & Linda Shively
18: Gary & Jaime Deuling
25: Bob & Bonnie Erber

Ushers:
4: Carol & Bill Black

Kendra Lachniet,  Michelle Sweet
11: Jerry & Helen Miller

Gary & Jaime Deuling
18: Angela & Dylan Pullman

________
25: Dean & Jean Morehouse

________
Greeters:

4: Ann Werner
11: Michelle Sweet
18: Jan Stone
25: Clair Shively

Coffee Hosts:
4: Carol & Bill Black
11: Jaime & Gary Deuling
18: Judy & Jon Clapp / Annual Meeting
25: Anne & Bob VandeKieft

Communion:
Prep & Serve

Clair Shively & Helen Miller
Serve

Anne VandeKieft & Pat Krehn
Compassion & Funeral

Ann Werner & Anne VandeKieft

 O c t o b e r     B i r t h d a y s

 2 Jean Morse

 5 Barbara White

 9 Lorene Witte

13 Jonathan Tuuk

14 Miles Cowles, Jr.
Miles Cowles, Sr.

16 Leah McKivitz
Donna Smith

21 Justin Pullman

22 Pat Dekleva

28 Lauren Zeerip

29 Sally DeShetler

October  Anniversaries

 8 Guy & Raene` Redinger

17 Gary & Jaime Deuling

28 Bob & Bonnie Erber



Pastor Ray’s Rambling’s:

Seasons. For most people the
mention of seasons conjures up
reminders of the time of year when
a certain climate pattern can be
anticipated: snow and cold in
winter, warm in summer, etc.. In
this Autumn season we are entering we can expect many
of the grand things associated with this time of year:
harvest, fall foliage, cool crisp evenings, etc. It is
personally my favorite season and I wish it was the
longest season. For example, when I drive into Grand
Rapids the route takes one through a vast apple growing
area. It is beautiful to see the beautifully aligned trees
over the undulating hills and fully laden with its
succulent fruit. When the backdrop is the vivid changing
colors of the variety of hardwood trees it is thrilling to
ones soul.

I've noticed that in modern society there seems to
be a gradual shift in identifying the time of year with a
whole new set of labels. Growing up with Winter,
Spring, Summer, Fall as what is understood when asked,
“What time of year is it?” has now become College
Football Season, baseball pennant chase season, NFL
season, and so on. It seems as if much of society defines
what time of year it is by what sport is beng played.
There are many people who “live” for the time of year
when their favorite sport is being played. This should not
be surprising when one considers in our culture that in
some state the college football coach is the highest paid
public employee in the state. This is true in 31 states. In
10 states it is a basketball coach. This reflects the
attention given to sports in the minds of many people.

The weekly game or the time of year a sport's playoff is
held (e.g. March Madness) is what saturates a person's
daily lives and conversation. 
Some people have the first day of hunting season clearly
marked in their mind, whether it be “doe”, “black
powder”, “bow”, “turkey” or whatever kind of game it is
they like to pursue. 

Some people take a longer view and see all of life
as separate into a series of seasons. From infancy to
school, from school years to family years, from family
years to career years, and then afer several more seasons
there is the final season, that season of preparation for
life's closure on this earth.

All this to say that different people mark out their
lives in different ways, often using “season” as a
description to define where they are.

In our Christian faith Scripture speaks of our lives
using agricultural terminology is speaking of when we as
seeds are given life and new birth by the Holy Spirit, we
are raised by the Master Gardener in a way so that we are
able to produce fruit that is pleasing to the Gardener at
the right season in our life. And then at harvest time we
are then prepared for what will be an never ending
season in God's Kingdom.

Similarly Scripture uses “Season” imagery and
terminology when it states that the Christian is to be
prepared “in season and out of season to correct, rebuke
and encourage” others. The meaning is that we should
always be prepared to share the faith that is within us
and how that helps us to persevere; no matter which
season of life we find ourselves in. Different people
subscribe to different “seasonal calendars” in order to
give their lives something to look forward to. It might be
deer season. It may be Super Sunday. It may be March



Madness. It may be baseball's October. Whatever it is,
there is one certainty that is never out of season.

It is the saving grace of Jesus Christ and the
enduring message of that all those who are part of God's
Kingdom are privileged to know and to share.

Women’s Bible Study:

Women’s Fellowship invites the
women and friends of the church to a 6
or 7 week Bible study on Thursday
evenings beginning October 8 at 7 p.m.
in the lounge.  Beth Hooker will lead us in an hour to an
hour and a half session as we see how the Bible relates to
our every day lives.  Come for fellowship and to listen,
learn, and enjoy the journey into the Good Book!   If you
need a ride, call Becky (924- 6069).  Coffee and cookies
will be provided.

Social Gathering:

Women and friends of the Congregational Church
are invited to a social gathering on October 13 at 7:00
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  There will be a simple make
and take item to decorate your table, as well as cider,
coffee and donuts.  We have to see you there!
  Women’s Fellowship

Harvest Ingathering:

Beginning October 1, please
bring canned and boxed goods to
Fellowship Hall for our annual 

Harvest Ingathering.  These items will be taken to True
North’s food pantry on October 19.  Let’s see if we can
fill up our table to overflowing!

Book Circle:

Book Circle will meet Tues-
day, October 20  at 10:00 a.m. at theth

home of Rosemary Tittle.  The pro-
gram will be a DVD about Winston
Churchhill.

If you don’t know where Rosemary lives or if you
need a ride or directions please call Ann Werner 924-
0192.

Our Church Family:

Thank you...

The recognition of our church members who have been
faithful for 50 years or more was a great success.  Upon
them and other before them was this church built.  The
Deacons owe many thanks to those who helped Ann
Werner: Helen and Jerry Miller, who acted as
coffee/cake hosts; Jaime and Gary Deuling, who helped
very much on Sunday morning, including bringing the
cake (the beautiful cake was Jaime’s idea); Pastor Ray,
who handed out the certificates; and especially Lorene
Witte, who helped in innumerable ways such as creating
the large membership certificates.  We cannot express
our gratitude enough. The Board of Deacons



FLU SHOTS 
will be given by the

Health Department in
Fellowship Hall on
Monday, October 5

from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go
and enjoy good food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send
some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is

holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is
your strength.” Neh. 8:10

“Go and enjoy”

Sunday, Oct. 18-

 Campfire and Mug-a-Soups 

at the Dekkers, 5:30-8:00pm-

 Join Ray and Sandy at their home (333 E. Oak St.) for a
warm cozy campfire and a variety of warm cozy soups!

Please RSVP ASAP, for any event, with the Congo
Enjoy-Meant Committee 

(Mat Emerick, Karla Johnson, Becky Tuuk)!

ANNUAL MEETING 
~ Sunday, October 18~

Have you.......

.....turned in your Pledge card for 2016
- it’s not too late!

.....made a food contribution to vote for
our churches Hay Art display.

.....made a donation for the CROP walk
- see Maggie Sweet or Judy Clapp  - they will be walking on
Sunday, October 4.

.....turned in your Annual Report - Reports were due
September 29.

.....invited a friend or acquaintance to come to church?

......considered coming to the Men’s Interfaith
Breakfast on the first Wednesday of the month at 8:00 a.m. 
All men of the community are welcome - invite someone to
join you this month!

......thought about singing with the Chancel Choir,
Gospel Singers or Praise Group?  If you enjoy praising God
through song - come be a part!  New members are always
welcome!  

.....wanted to learn more about the scripture - come to
the new Women’s Bible Study beginning October 8 in the
lounge.

......enjoyed Sunday School as a child?  We have a
class for Adults on Sunday’s following worship - you can still
enjoy Sunday School as an adult!

..... “liked” us on Facebook (First Congregational
Church Fremont? “liked” the Crafters Facebook page
(Fremont MI Arts & Crafts)?

.....listened to the audio on our website - the sermons
are posted on the site each week - if you missed a message -
click on the audio on the left and you can hear Sunday’s
service uninterrupted. 


