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First Congregational Church 

Executive Council Minutes 

October 26, 2020 
      

Present: Gary Hooker-Moderator, Pat Krehn-Vice Moderator, Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, 
Jack Butterick-Deacons, Stacey Church-Board of Christian Education, John Cooper-Board of 
Trustees,  Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship,  Jack Stewart-Technology Board, Susan 
Stewart-Clerk 

Absent:   

Gary Hooker opened the meeting with prayer.  The minutes from the September 28th  
meeting were approved by Jean Morehouse and seconded by John Cooper. 

 

I. Public Comment - No public comment.   

II. Board Reports: 

A. Charitable Giving – Ann Werner – The total raised for the Crop Walk this year 
was $810.  Ann is looking into what was given last year.   

B.  Board of Deacons – Report was given by Jack Butterick. 

1. The Pray Newaygo program was introduced.  Pastor Jarvie, Deb, Mat, Dean 
and Jack are meeting 11/1 to discuss FCC’s potential participation in the 
program.  The program was approved. 

2. Gary Hooker and Stacey Church will join the BOD this coming year. 

3. November 1st is All Saint Day.  Deb Emerick and Jack Butterick have prepared 
a wonderful service. 

4. An ad in the Hi-Lites on November 22 will share our wonderful Christmas 
sanctuary.  The color ad in TI on 10/14 and HL on 11/22 are paid by an 
anonymous donor. 

5. Congo conversations are going well.  Judy has shuffled the names for Oct/Nov 
so people hear from various callers. 

6. Pastor’s purse – Jack Butterick will send the request for contributions on 
December 1. 

7. Website update – Judy Nadeau and Nancy Lindner are working on a draft.  
The Tech Board welcomes their input. 



8. Jack passed out hand-outs with the new sign mock-up.  John Cooper moved 
to accept the additional part of the sign.  Jean Morehouse seconded it. 

9. M&B Organizers (Morehouses and Buttericks)  are cleaning and organizing 
the Janitor’s room.  Please look in the room and put a note on whatever you 
consider ”treasure” that might be considered “trash” in other eyes. 

C. Board of Christian Education – Stacey Church – no report.  Stacey commented 
the turn-out for the annual meeting which was 39 in the sanctuary and 13 on 
the phone was the largest count since COVID started. 

D. Board of Trustees – John Cooper 

1. John presented the summary financial statement for September 2020.    
Income was at 84% of budget.  Expenses came in at 61% of budget. We are 
still doing well. 

2. Bernie is doing a wonderful job. 

a. He has fixed the elevator to the choir room. 

b. Will work with a plumber to clear the sump pump problem. 

3. Annual meeting – final count 39 present and 13 called in.  There weren’t any 
copies of the budget left after the meeting signaling a strong interest in the 
financial strength of the church. 

E. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse 

1. The Women’s Fellowship is in good financial shape.  We have a good nest egg 
to get us through the next year despite the cancellation of many events. 

2. A new account has been opened at Choice One for the Women’s Fellowship.  
This coincided with the start of the new fiscal year. 

3. The Women’s Fellowship is writing a check for $363 to help cover the costs 
of redecorating the pastor office. 

4. Because there is really no safe way to proceed with a craft sale we are selling 
some crafts at Susan K’s gift shop in Fremont and some items might be seen 
on Facebook. 

5. Tim and Gail’s kitchen certifications are good through 2021. 

6. We are looking into some fund ideas for the congregation. ex cookies etc. 

F. Men’s Fellowship – no report.   

G. Technology Board – Jack Stewart 

1. Steeple Lighting –Bill and Jeff are working with Nieboer Electric regarding bulb 
replacements for the steeple.  They are looking at different options. 

2. Pat Krehn brought up some of the problems with the teleconferencing at the 
annual meeting.  Jack Stewart assured her the tech board is working on some 
guidelines for future conference call events. 

H. Security Committee - Gary Hooker – nothing new.  



III. Stacey Church moved to accept the board reports.   John Cooper seconded the 
motion .  All reports were accepted. 

IV. Old Business 

V. New Business 

1. Bernie Denney has agreed to be on the Pastor Search Committee.  An ad for 
a new minister will be run in the Congregationalist Magazine, in the 
December, March and June publications.  The goal is to have a minister by 
July 1st.  

VI. Gary Hooker closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned. 

VII. The next regular meeting will be on Monday, November 23, 2020  in the Fellowship 
Hall.  A phone connection will be available for those who would like to call in. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk    

 
 
 



 
 



Pray Newaygo, co-sponsored by Love INC and Insight Pregnancy 

Testing, is a movement of prayer focused on unifying seventy-four area 

churches and their congregants to pray for each person in the Greater 

Newaygo County Area.  The Pray Newaygo Team (a board of five 

managing the project) will be praying for our churches/pastors, pastors 

praying for their church leaders, church leaders praying for their 

congregation and congregates praying for people in our community, by 

name, for the 30-days prior to Easter.  Where there is much prayer, 

there is much power! 

Twenty-five churches have signed-up to participate so far, First 

Congregational is one of them and Mat is our liaison with the Pray Newaygo 

Team.  The Team is busily preparing a website, prayer schedule, printed material, 

prayer packets and tips for us to use.  Mat will be providing additional input as the 

project takes shape and giving everyone an opportunity to join in this county-wide 

project.  The Prayer Newaygo document entitled Overview, What Is Prayer 

Newaygo? provides additional information, is on our FCC website or it can be 

emailed/mailed to you.   

 

Health Concerns ~ 

Josh Brinkman (Jean Morse’s grandson) experienced  a seizure 

last week  (last one was 10 years ago) he had some testing done 

and they are waiting on the results.   

Jean Morse has had an infection in her toe for a while and is in a nursing home for 

some rehab.  

Please remember Lorene and Phil in your prayers.  They have both tested positive 

for Covid-19.  As each case is different.  Lorene has flu like symptoms, fever and 

is struggling to breath she was admitted to Gerber for a few days.  She also had 

bilateral Covid pneumonia.  Phil has more of a head cold and cough.   

Sympathy ~ 

A note from Sylvia Lee’s son, David.  Sylvia went to be with her Lord on early 

Saturday morning.  I was with her.  She fought hard to hold strong in life.  But this 

past week her body gave out. 

  



There will likely be a Memorial Service in the spring. Thank you all for the love 

and care you gave her while she was there. She loved to use her music to praise 

God. 

Sylvia M. Raquet Lee, age 82 of Fremont, passed away peacefully at her home on 

Saturday, November 14, 2020.  Sylvia was born on January 15, 1938 in Detroit to B. 

James and Lavon (Carpenter) O’Halloran.  Sylvia was a graduate of Moody Bible 

Institute where she received her  Bachelors Degree in Music Education and later 

received her Bachelors Degree in Church Music from the Lewis University.  Sylvia 

worked in the financial services in Chicago for 18 years with tax shelter investments and 

also taught private piano lessons for over 12 years and voice lessons for over 21 

years.  Sylvia was a talented china painter and also taught china painting for several 

years.  She loved singing, sewing, had played the piano at various churches in the 

Fremont area, and reading.  Sylvia also had been active in the Fremont Community 

Choir, and enjoyed attending the symphony in Muskegon.  Sylvia married Roscoe O. 

Lee on December 3, 2011 at the Redeemer Lutheran Church in Fremont and Roscoe 

preceded her in death on November 17, 2017.  Sylvia was a member of the Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Fremont.  Her bright disposition and upbeat personality will always 

be remembered.  

Sylvia is survived by her children, David (Victoria “Tori”) Raquet of Fremont; Debra 

(Lance) Safford of Racine, Wisconsin; her grandchildren, Annelise (Seth) Walker; Kira 

Raquet;  Steven Raquet.  She was preceded in death by her mother, Lavon Elizabeth 

Tinker, her father, Bertram James O’Halloran; and her brother, James O’Halloran. 

Due to covid restrictions, a memorial service will be held at a later date with information 

to be provided when available.  Friends may consider memorial contributions to St. 

Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital in memory of Sylvia.   

 

 
 
 
 
 



N o v e m b e r B i r t h d a y s  
 
5 Brandon Zeerip  
8 Gary Hooker  
19 Luke Pfeiffer, Raene` Redinger, Rosemary Tittle  
21 Shirley Brooks, Loretta VanDuzen  
22 Courtney Waldo  
25 Dougan Church, Kyle Parks, Emma Robeck  
29 David White  
 
November Anniversaries  
 
26 Bill & Millie Sherman 
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First Congregational Church 

Executive Council Minutes 

November 23, 2020 
      

Present: Gary Hooker-Moderator, Pat Krehn-Vice Moderator,  Dean Morehouse-

Deacons, Stacey Church-Board of Christian Education, John Cooper-Board of 

Trustees,  Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship,  Jack Stewart-Technology Board, 

Susan Stewart-Clerk 

Absent:  Ann Werner-Charitable Giving 

Gary Hooker opened the meeting with prayer.  It was motioned by John Cooper to 

accept the minutes from the October 26th meeting and seconded by Dean Morehouse. 



 

VIII. Public Comment - No public comment.   

IX. Board Reports: 

I. Charitable Giving – Ann Werner – no report.   

J.  Board of Deacons – Report was given by Dean Morehouse. 

At our October Deacons meeting we discussed our 2021 major initiatives: 

10. Review website content – Deacons met with Judy and Nancy last week to 

organize. 

11. Pray Newaygo – This is a county wide prayer initiative to be held 30 days 

prior to Easter. Mat and his team will distribute names of people/families in 

Newaygo County for us to pray for. 

12. Pulpit Supply – Deacon’s Jack Butterick and Dean Morehouse will lead this 

effort.  We will need to supply speakers beginning January 3. 

13. We would like to have a farewell event for Pastor Mark and Kathy if 

possible. 

Other Information:  

1. The Deacons are extremely happy with the progress made in our Sunday 

worship service in relation to technology! Kudos to Deb Emerick, Jeff 

Stewart, Pastor Jarvie, Mat Emerick, Jack Stewart and others who help every 

week! 

2. The Deacons want to thank Mat Emerick for his outstanding efforts with his 

outreach devotional presentations every day.  I have heard so many positive 

comments. 

3. We will have a Christmas Eve service this year.  Deb Emerick and Jeff 

Stewart are working diligently to prepare a service of music and scripture 

readings which will be available on our website. 

4. The Advent Candle lightings are being recorded.  The first candle will be 

Sunday Nov 29th.  They will be available on our website. 

5. Contributions can be made to the Christmas Purse by mailing to Jack 

Butterick or dropping it by the church.  Please mark as “Christmas Purse”. 

6. The Congo Conversations project continues to be well received.  Judy 

Nadeau has organized ten callers who make calls to 49 people each month.  

This contact has made a significant impact on the members and friends of 

the First Congregational Church. Thank you, Judy, and callers! 

7. The new sign is up and looks fabulous! 

K. Board of Christian Education – Stacey Church – no report. 



L. Board of Trustees – John Cooper 

4. John presented the summary financial statement for October 2020.    Income 

was at 94% of budget.  Expenses came in at 68% of budget. We are doing 

rather good considering the circumstances we are dealing with.  Overall, we 

are doing quite amazing! 

5. The parking lot lights have new light bulbs and sensors. 

6. The lift is out of service currently. 

7. We have dropped the thermostat to 62 degrees in the church. 

8. Terri Lieffers has moved to Florida.  We are currently looking for a 

replacement. 

M. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse 

7. Arnie Rottman passed away from COVID-19. 

8. We were planning a Christmas Cookie event in December but are 

reconsidering it due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 recently. 

9. Gail is looking into getting some signs from the Home Tour to set outside 

of Susan K’s to alert shoppers to the fact that we are selling there. 

10. We are currently working on getting bids to replace the carpet in the 

Fellowship hall and the Pastor’s office.  Gary suggested vinyl planking and 

a New York stripper.  

11. The WF usually gives the woodshop a $1,000 donation from the proceeds 

of the Home Tour.  We were happy to be able to do it again this year out of 

our reserves. 

12. We will be sending flowers to Lorene next week from the congregation. 

N. Men’s Fellowship – no report.   

O. Technology Board – Jack Stewart 

3. The recent video content trends toward losing our identity as The First 

Congregational Church of Fremont MI at 714 Hillcrest Ave, etc., etc.  If I 

were a video visitor I would be left wondering where this place is located 

and what does it look like.  How would I recognize it?  The video is far too 

anonymous! 

4. We seem to be losing our sense of congregation.  The videos only show 

Pastor Jarvie and Mat.  We should incorporate pictures of our church, the 

new sign, etc. into the production.  

P. Security Committee - Gary Hooker – nothing new.  



X. Gary Hooker moved to accept the board reports.   John Cooper seconded the 

motion .  All reports were accepted. 

XI. Old Business 

1. Bernie Denney has agreed to be on the Pastor Search Committee.  An ad for a 

new minister will be run in the Congregationalist Magazine, in the December, 

March and June publications.  The goal is to have a minister by July 1st.  

XII. New Business 

1. Pat Krehn inquired how long do we keep on-line services?  It was motioned by 

Dean Morehouse to keep them until the end of the year and we will re-evaluate.  

Stacey Church seconded it. 

2. Lorene’s duty of mail distribution while she is out will be handled by Jack 

Stewart and John Cooper.  Jack will handle things sent via all-congregation 

email and John will handle people without email addresses via snail mail.  Jack 

to send congregation EC minutes. 

XIII. Gary Hooker closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned. 

XIV. The next regular meeting will be on Monday, December 28, 2020 in the Fellowship 

Hall.  A phone connection will be available for those who would like to call in 

XV. Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk    

 

 
Note from our Deacons Regarding Congo Callers: 
 
Our Congo callers have been busy over the last few months 
and have enjoyed connecting with friends and members of our 
church.  We are going to take this month off and resume again 
after the first of the year. We encourage each of you to call at least one 
person in our church family this month to maintain our connections over the 
holiday season.  Consider someone who you have not visited with in some 
time. Have a blessed holiday season!                                        
                                                                               Deacon Judy Nadeau  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Services  

 

The Executive Council has decided to extend our 

online church servicesthrough November 29 due to 

the continued rise in the positive Covid-19 

cases in our community. 

 

Please stay strong and safe during this time of 

concern. Also, pray to 

our God for protection from this virus and that there will be an end to 

this suffering soon! 

 

It is important to remember that our bills for the church still need to 

be paid. Therefore, if you could mail your offering to the church the 

trustees will see that the bills are paid. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter! 

 

Sincerely. 

 

Pat Krehn  

Vice Moderator 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes: 

 

If you use offering envelopes or would like envelopes (please let Lorene know) 

they will be available by the end of the month. 

 

 

To help you to prepare for worship: 
 
Sunday Dec. 6 
Scripture readings: Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8 
Sermon title: Hope for the Holidays 
Topic: The foundation of good Advent preparations is to be found in the 
HOPE that they embody.  
To ponder as you read: How does John the Baptist's message speak to 
your heart as you make your Christmas preparations for this year? What do 
you hope God will do in your life this year? 
 



Sunday Dec. 13 
Scripture readings: John 1:6-9, 19-23 & Isaiah 61:1-5, 10-11 
Sermon title: Joy to the World! 
Topic: Take JOY in your preparations for the Christmas season, for God 
intends GOOD things to result from Christ's arrival into your world again 
this year. 
To ponder as you read: How would someone who is "full of grace and truth" 
treat others? Does this refer just to Jesus, or to his followers as well? 
 
Sunday Dec 20: 
scripture readings:  Proverbs 8:32-35  &  Luke 1:26-38 
sermon title:  Angels From the Realms of Glory 
sermon topic: Receiving the Christmas message, and then giving one's self 
over to it wholeheartedly, as Mary did, is the best way to celebrate the 
season. 
To ponder as you read: What truths about Jesus does Gabriel tell Mary? 
What risks does is she asked to take on? In what area of your life do you 
need to believe that "nothing is impossible with God"? 
 
Sunday Dec 27 
scripture readings: Galatians 4:4-7  &  Luke 2:22-40 
scripture title: According to Hoyle 
sermon topic: Christmas is NOT just for kids, the bible says so. 
To ponder as you read: What impact do you think the startling predictions 
of Anna and Simeon had on those in the crowd who heard them? What do 
you learn about Mary and Joseph in this passage? About Jesus? about 
God? 
 
Sunday Jan 3 
scripture reading:  Matthew 2:1-12 
scripture title: The Gifts We Bear 
sermon topic: the gifts of the Magi reflect the attributes of God given to us 
in the gift of the Christ child. 
To ponder as you read: In your "journey" towards God, how are you like or 
unlike the Magi? Have you had to leave anything to follow Jesus? What 
gifts from you life have you offered Jesus? 
 
Blessings to you all,   
 
Pastor Jarvie 



 
Our Church Family ~ 
 
Health Concerns ~ 
 Lorene and Phil are on the road to recovery.  Lorene 
struggles with fatigue.  
 
Sympathy ~ 
 We extend our sympathy to Van and Judy Nadeau in the home going 
of their brother in law, Arnie Rottman. 
 
 

D e c e m b e r B i r t h d a y s  
 
2 Robin DeKleva, Bonnie Erber  
5 Dick Ramm  
7 Justin Zeerip 
 14 Wendy St. Peter, Rebecca Tuuk  
18 Kelly Parks  
22 Don McKivitz, Suzanne Vandenbelt  
30 Deb Emerick 
 
Christmas Shopping & Home Tour: 
 
Due to Covid we feel it is not 

safe to have the Christmas Shopping 

and Home Tour.  We have 

investigated several options to 

still be able to sell our crafts.  We have found space 

at a local gift shop in downtown Fremont - Susan K's - 

to display a portion of our crafts.  Susan K's address 

is located at 19 East Main Street, Fremont.  Stop at 

Susan K's store to check it out.   You may see pictures 

on various Facebook pages of what is available as well. 

If you have questions talk to Gail Cooper.   

 

 



 

 
 

December, 2020 

Dear Members and Friends of First Congregational Church, 

We are approaching another Christmas season and as has been customary in the past 

we would like to present a Christmas Purse (cash gift) to Pastor Jarvie, Lorene, Mat 

and Deb. 

We have had an exciting, sometimes challenging, year in our church. Everyone’s 

contributions have made our success possible, especially the staff who have been 

dedicated to God and His church, flexible and determined in their work for the glory 

of God and all of us. Now is a good time to show our appreciation for a job well done 

by each of the staff by supporting this year’s Christmas Purse with a donation. 

To make gifts possible to these four people, please: a) write your check to First 

Congregational Church; b) put Christmas Purse on the memo line; c) do one of the 

following: 

 mail it to Jack Butterick, 714 Iroquois Dr, Fremont, MI 49412; 

 put it in the offering plate on Sunday; 

 drop it off at the church office by December 21. 

Sincerely, 

For the Board of Deacons, 

Jack Butterick 

 

 


