
Our Church News

Welcome to worship! We are grateful for your presence - whether you are
a visitor or a member we are thankful to be worshiping together.  Following
worship you are invited to Fellowship Hall for refreshments for those
comfortable in attending. 

Today’s service will be available at our website - www.fremontfcc.org   

Offering plates are located in the Narthex at this time we will not be
passing them.  An usher will bring your offerings to the Chancel for the
Pastor to place on the altar.

SCRIP is available to purchase after worship or contact Susan Stewart.

Next Sunday, November 7 we will observe All Saint’s Sunday.  This year
we will remember:

2020 -  Georgia Paxton, Jack Tittle, Don Potter, Sylvia Lee (f)
2021 -  Barbara Lindner, Evanna Harden, Bob Erber, Jan Stone (f)

 
Requested Announcements

United Way – Newaygo County is again able to offer “Mistletoe & Music”
on Friday, December 3, 2021 at the Dogwood Center for the Performing Arts. 
This annual event (until last year’s Covid) beginning at 11:15 a.m., offers a
lunch by Chef Emilee Syrewicze, entertainment by members of Opera Grand
Rapids and our own Bernadine Johnson, outstanding silent auction items and
an opportunity to help support the programs of United Way – Newaygo
County.  A table of eight is $300; individual seating is $40 per person. 
Please contact Jim Rynberg – Director, United Way Newaygo County, at his
office number: 231-225-0318, for additional information and to make a
reservation for this event.

Interim Pastor Pastor Tom Schmidt 231-519-5939
Keyboard/Organist Karen Roggatz, David VandenBelt, Lorene Witte
Creative Ministires Mat Emerick 231-923-2967

email: matemerick57@outlook.com
Music Facilitator Deb Emerick 231-924-9558
Secretary Lorene Witte 924-4710

(cell) 231-282-0515
Website: www.fremontfcc.org email: congo@fremontfcc.org
Church: 231-924-4710 714 Hillcrest Drive - Fremont Mi 49412
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Your Independent Worship Center

October 31, 2021
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The Order of Worship
*please stand, if you are able

Prelude:Karen Roggatz

Welcome and Announcements - Stacey Church

“Moments in Praise”

Call to Worship

Opening Prayer

Opening Hymn - “Come, Christian, Join To Sing” Blue Hymnal #225

Invitation to Prayer 

Prayer of Confession 

Response: Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end.  Amen, Amen.

Scripture Reading: Phillipians 1:7-8, 12-18

Message: “God’s Principle of Proclaiming Truth Courageously” - 
Pastor Tom Schmidt

*Hymn - “We Are Called to Be God’s People” - Blue Hymnal #415

Prayer Requests

Prayers of the Congregation

The Lord’s Prayer -
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily
bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

*Doxology (As the offering is brought forward)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below;  Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts Praise Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost.  Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Closing Hymn: “Living for Jesus” - Blue Hymnal #605 (vs 1 & chorus)

*Benediction                                                                       

*Worship Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.  
Congregation: And also with you. 

*Postlude: Karen Roggatz
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Greeting us today: Ted & Jeannie Caris

 Next Sunday:
Altar Representative: Jim Rynberg 

The flowers on the altar this morning were arranged by Jim Rynberg
and donated with love by the Britt Family.

Celebrating this week:
 Happy Birthday to ~ Brandon Zeerip (5)
Happy Anniversary to ~

Prayer Requests ~
   Our shut-ins: Max & Yvonne Lee, Jean Morse, Siria Pinnick, Norma
Purvis, Bill & Millie Sherman
  Health Concerns: Jack Stewart - West Nile, Keegan Bulk - medical
concerns, Jack Butterick, Kelly Park - covid
    Sympathy: Shelli Waldo - death of her nephew, Keith

This Week’s Calendar

Sunday, October 31
10:00 a.m. Worship 

Monday, November 1
9:30 a.m. Men’s Coffee Time - Fellowship Hall

          10:00 a.m. Woodshop Open
           11:00 a.m         Women’s Fellowship Board - Library -NOTE TIME
Tuesday, November 2-  Church Office Closed
Wednesday, October 27

9:30 a.m. Men’s Coffee Time - Fellowship Hall
          10:00 a.m. Woodshop Open
Thursday, November 3- Church Office Closed
          10:00 a.m. Crafters - Fellowship Hall
Friday, November 4

9:30 a.m. Men’s Coffee Time - Fellowship Hall
          10:00 a.m. Woodshop Open
Saturday, November 5
Sunday, November 6 - All Saint’s Sunday

10:00 a.m. Worship with communion



God’s Practical Principle for Living - Proclaiming Truth Courageously

Philippians 1:7-8; 12-18

First Congregational Church of Fremont

INTRODUCTION:

When we think of Bible Characters who proclaimed truth courageously,

who comes to your mind?  That is besides our Lord Jesus Christ?

I think at the very beginning we must mention Noah.  And then there

was Abraham & Sarah, and Moses and Joshua, Daniel, Meshack, Shadrack and

Abednego, Elijah & Elisha, Samuel, Esther, Ruth, David, Jael, Jeremiah, The

Disciples, Paul, Lydia, Lois and I’m sure several others.

Throughout history God has called upon women and men, to proclaim

truth courageously.

The very fact that our names may never be written down in any history

book, purposely documented in the newspaper or Wikipedia, or get 1 million

views on Facebook, does not mean that God cannot use us to speak Truth

Courageously.

I want to declare this message.  God wants us to live for Him

courageously.  

A. PURSUING THE PRINCIPLE OF PROCLAIMING TRUTH COURAGEOUSLY

Philippians 1:7  “It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you

in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel,

all of you share in God’s grace with me.”

1. Paul writes this letter to the people of Philippi.  They needed to

remember the Truth of God’s Word.

2. We need to remember God’s Word.

3. The Psalmist said; “Psalm 119:11  (NIV) “I have hidden your

word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”
4. Both of these verses have the word heart in them.

5. Paul wasn’t really talking about the muscle in the center of our chest

that pulsates to push blood through our veins.  

6. He was talking about the center of our being, the focus of our affections. 

The center of our being that gives us direction.

7. You are probably aware that some people groups use other organs for

the center of their affection:  It has been said that some people when

referring to the center of their being speak about their stomach, or

maybe their kidneys, or maybe their liver.  

8. Mark Lowry, who sang with the Bill Gaither trio and on his own,.. He is a

comedian and singer.  

9. What about the deepest affection of our being…who is living in the

center of our life.

10. Dictionaries - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology - Heart

The Heart as Center of Hidden Emotional-Intellectual-Moral

Activity. "Man looks at the outward appearance, " says Samuel, "but the

lord looks at the heart" ( 1 Sam 16:7 ). The king's heart is unsearchable

to humankind ( Prov 25:3 ), but the Lord searches all hearts to reward all

according to their conduct ( Jer 17:10 ). In the time of judgment God will

expose the hidden counsels of the heart ( 1 Cor 4:5 ).

Jesus says that the heart's secrets are betrayed by the mouth,

even as a tree's fruit discloses its nature ( Matt 12:33-34 ). "A wise man's

heart guides his mouth, " says Solomon ( Prov 16:23 ). Most important,

the mouth confesses what the heart trusts ( Rom 10:9 ; cf. Deut 30:14 ).

11. We cannot proclaim the truth courageously if we are not a devoted

follower of Jesus Christ.  Do we know Jesus as our Lord and Savior?

12. If you have not asked Jesus to forgive you of your sins.  You can do that

today.  The Apostle Paul wrote: “For all have sinned and fall short of the

glory of God”.  John the Beloved disciple said: “If you confess your sins,

He is faithful to forgive you of your sins and cleanse you of all

unrighteousness.”  Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins and come into

your life.  Today is the day of salvation.

13. Someone once said that we need to have enough faith and devotion to

Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior that if we were on trial, we

would be convicted as being a Follower of Jesus.

1. PRACTICING THE PRINCIPLE OF PROCLAIIMING TRUTH

COURAGEOUSLY

Philippians 1:12- 14  12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what

has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it

has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I

am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and

sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the

gospel without fear.

1. Paul was sure to help the Philippians to know that what things that

seemed harsh were things that made an impact for the kingdom of

Christ.

2. What are we doing to advance the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

3. That is such a good question to ask?

4. There is not to be a standard by which we are judged.

5. We can determine when we run one mile.  That mile distance can be

measured off specifically and we can be timed in our attempt to

complete the distance.  Some people are just phenomenal in running

that mile distance or maybe the 3 miles for Cross Country Competition.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/heart.
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-samuel/16-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/25-3.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/17-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/4-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Matthew+12:33-34
http://www.biblestudytools.com/proverbs/16-23.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/10-9.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/30-14.html


6. There are those that would say that I cannot run the mile, but I can walk

the mile, others would say that to travel a mile would take more than a

day, others it would be a matter of minutes, even less than 4 minutes.

7. The judging of the mile to complete is not in the time but in the fact that

it was accomplished.  Yes, people pursue the time challenge but in

reality the distance covered is the same for someone who runs the mile

in 4 minutes and the person who covers a mile in 4 days.

8. God is not looking at our pursuing the principle of proclaiming truth

courageously in how long did it take, He is looking at our devotion and

commitment to the task in the fact that we have completed the journey.

9. Paul says that because of His example of living out the message of truth,

people were encouraged to do the same.

10. How many of us like to get a return on our investment?  If I said that you

would be assured of a return of 10% per year for your investment, you

would probably say: “How can I sign up and when can I sign up?”  Well,

that is if you have some money to invest.  

11. A much greater investment than that of financial gains is the investment

of God’s Word being shared with others.  It is the example of living for

Jesus Christ.

12. Every one of us can do that!  And the investment return is beyond our

imagination.

13. What is the cost, trusting our life with God, being obedient to Him,

having a fulfillment in our soul that cannot be compared to anything

else!

1. PERFOMING THE PRINCIPLE OF PROCLAIMING TRUTH

COURAGEOUSLY 

Philippians 1:14-18   And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters

have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel

without fear.  15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but

others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here

for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish

ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am

in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way,

whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I

rejoice.

1. Paul speaks about that the most important result is that Christ is

preached.

2. Now for some of us traditionalists in preaching, we would say that it is

hard for us to swallow.  People who preach to get rewards or to get

beautiful mansions and limousines to ride in as a regular way of life.

3. There are those that preach a prosperity gospel.  What does that mean,

it means that they say if you have their kind of faith and do things their

way you will be rich.  “Trust in Jesus and you will have all the riches of

the world.”

4. Listen, I can tell you this truth.  If you know Jesus as your Lord and

Savior, and you wholeheartedly follow Him, and you trust Him with your

soul, mind, heat and spirit; You will have fullness of life and eternity will

be your reward.  That is so much more valuable than the things on this

earth.

5. I’m reminded of the three men who made an agreement while they

were young.  They made the agreement that they would place 10,000

dollars in the casket when their friends died.  So, the first friend died and

was placed in a casket, the one friend watched the other go up to the

casket to pay his respect for his friend and he put a thick envelope

tucked down inside the casket.  Later in the visitation the other friend

went up to the casket to pay his last respects and he too had an

envelope that he placed in the casket, but his was much thinner.  Later,

that evening, following the visitation the two friends met together to

talk about their departed friend.  The one man said, it was really tough

placing 10,000 cash inside the casket.  The other man responded, yea, I

know it was tough to do that, so I just wrote a check and placed it in the

casket.

6. That was a story about earthly viewpoint of values on this earth.

7. God has a place for us that is unlike anything of value on this earth.

8. Take a moment to read Revelation 21 about this New Heaven God has

prepared for us.  Revelation 21:1-8 “Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new

earth,’ for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and

there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully

dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne

saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will

dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with

them and be their God.  ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There

will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of

things has passed away.”  He who was seated on the throne said, “I am

making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words

are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and

the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water

without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are

victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my

children. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the



sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all

liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the

second death.”
9. Listen, my friends…there is a real heaven and there is a real hell.  Heaven

is a place God has prepared for his followers and Hell is a place prepared

for those who do not follow Jesus and have not received Jesus into their

soul.

10. The 494 people that are the 1% that are our responsibility of the 49,343

people within 10 miles of Solon Center need to know Jesus.  All people

need to know Jesus.  Jesus loves all people…all need to know Jesus to be

able to experience eternity with God.

11. Let me share some scriptures that tell us about eternity and heaven.

12. Matthew 25:46 - And these shall go away into everlasting punishment:

but the righteous into life eternal.

13. Hebrews 9:27 - And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this

the judgment:

14. Matthew 25:41 - Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,

Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil

and his angels:

15. John 14:2 - In my Father's house are many mansions: if [it were] not [so],

I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

16. Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is]

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Conclusion:

There are times that we need to contact a credit card company, utility

company, or we get some kind of scam call that we think is legitimate at first and

so we begin to talk with the person making the call.

I remember one such call a few years ago.  I believe the call was from

Dallas, Texas and it was about some contract with a cable company or something

like that.  And you usually make the call when what you were told in the first

place doesn’t match up with what you ended up receiving.  Do you know what I

mean by that?

There are several choices to make when you need to make the call to

the company because you are getting ripped off.  A person can be so angry that

they only communicate negatively.  A person can be the very factual oriented

and never try to connect with the person on the other end of the phone.  You

might be the person that just calls and cancels, sometimes the best action to

take so that frustration does not enter into the conversation.  Or you may decide

to have a conversation that goes beyond the frustration and conflict.

So I remember having one of these conversations with an agent or

customer service agent.  She was nice and tried to be very helpful.  But her job

was to appease people who were caught up in some kind of scam or what I

thought was not a truthful endeavor.

After a few minutes of talking about the issues, I just spoke to the

customer service agent.  I told her that she sounded like a very nice and

respectable person.  I wanted her to know that there was probably a better line

of work out there for her.  Now I did not know her circumstance for having the

job or what difficulties she might be facing and this was the job that she landed. 

I talked to her about faith in Jesus and said to her that I believed that she was

too nice of a person to be working for a company that did not fulfill its promises. 

It was primarily, in my opinion, a rip off company.  At no time was I harsh or

trying to put her down, she needed the job.  I wanted to be an encouragement

to her in the midst of feeling like I was cheated by the company that she served. 

Listen, we need to know that most of the company service people do not have

any responsibility with promoting or producing the product.  They are the people

who catch all the nasty statements, but they aren’t the people who created the

problem. 

As Christ followers we need to keep that in mind all the time.  Every

person that we come in contact with…school, work, store, street corner, phone,

business relationship.  They and we all need to know Jesus as Lord.

Living your life to please God!  You are courageously proclaiming the

Truth of Jesus Christ!

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-25-46/
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https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-6-23/

