
Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Event

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy
good food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those
who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not

grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10

“Go and enjoy”:

Sunday March 15- Tater Tot O'rama and Irish
McTrivia! 5:30-7:00pm- Tasty Tater Tot dishes
needed! Tons of tot recipes on line (Irish ones too) and
we crave some creative dishes to feast on! If you'd like
to contribute we need you and that's no blarney!

__________________________________________________________
Welcome Guest, We are so happy that you are here today.  If you would
like more information about the First Congregational Church, please
fill out the note below and place it in the offering plate.

Your Name(s) _____________________________________________

Phone number and or email __________________________________

Comments/Prayer Request __________________________________

Would you like someone to contact you? ___ Yes ___ No

The First Congregational Church
   Your Independent Worship Center     



Second Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2020                                                                     10:00 a.m.

As you enter the sanctuary, please be mindful of those already
seated who want a quiet place to pray.

The Order of Worship
* those who are able, please stand

Prelude Sylvia Lee

Call to Worship Chancel Choir
“May This Be the Place”

Welcome

Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn Blue Hymnal #391
“Sweet, Sweet, Spirit”

Invitation to Prayer

Prayer of Confession

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen

Story Bell Mat Emerick
“The Eye of the Hoop”

Hymn of Preparation (please remain seated) Blue Hymnal #633
“Open Our Eyes Lord”
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch Him, and say that we love him.  
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen, Open our eyes, Lord,
we want to see Jesus.

Scripture Reading
Matthew 16:13-20 18 N.T.
Matthew 17:1-9 18 N.T.

Message Tim Roggatz
“Can You Keep a Secret”

*Hymn Blue Hymnal #562
“Be Thou My Vision” (verses 1 & 4)

Shut In Slides

Prayers of and for the People and Silent Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen

Offertory Chancel Choir
“Once Upon a Tree”

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures
here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts Praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Closing Chancel Choir
“A Parting Blessing”

*Benediction

*Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you.  Congregation: And also with
you.

*Postlude                                                                                        Sylvia Lee



Dear family of God, welcome to worship!  May you be blessed, and be a
blessing to others, during our time together here and in the coming days.
*Visitors ~ Welcome!  There is a Welcome Packet in the pew rack for
you.  Please fill out the Guest Information insert, place it in the offering
plate and take the packet home for review of the other information.  We
are thankful you are here and hope that your time here is a special blessing
to you and your family.  Please let us know how we can best serve you. 
*Large print Bibles and bulletins are available from the ushers.  Quiet bags
for children to use while they are in the worship service are available on
the table in the narthex.
*Children are an important segment of the living body of Christ, so we
welcome them in our worship services and grant to them the blessing of
worshiping along side their parents, siblings and family in Christ. 
Families with young nursery age children are also welcome to use the
“Family Room” in the balcony located on the 2nd floor.
*Our sanctuary is equipped with a T-Coil Hearing Loop.  Please turn your
hearing aid to the T-Coil position to access this feature.  Other hearing
devices are available at the sound booth upon request.
Following the worship service you are invited to join us in Fellowship
Hall.  Come meet new friends and have some refreshments.  We look

forward to meeting you.
Serving Us: 
Altar Rep: Bark Clark
Altar Flowers: (today)
 (next week)
Greeters: Dick Ramm(today)

Shelli Waldo(next week)
Ushers: Jeff & Susan Stewart, Kendra Lachniet(today)

(next week)
Compassion: All Deacons
Keyboard: Sylvia Lee
Sound System: Tim Roggatz/Jeff Stewart
Coffee Hosts: Shirley Brooks & Sally DeShetler(today)

(next week)
 
Celebrating this week:
  Happy Birthday to ~ 

Maggie Sweet (13), Stacey Church, Karla Johnson (14)
  Happy Anniversary to ~
Prayer Requests ~

Our shut-ins:   Bob Erber, Barb Lindner, Jean Morse, Pat Peccia,
Siria Pinnick, Norma Purvis

The families of Don Potter, Jerry Miller, Jack Tittle, Frank Blain,
Georgia Paxton.

This Week’s Calendar

Sunday, March  8
 8:45 a.m. Choir Rehearsal - sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Time -   Fellowship Hall 

SCRIP is available for purchase
Monday, March 9

  9:00 a.m. Woodshop Open
 6:30 p.m. Technology Board - Library

Tuesday, March 10 - Church Office Closed
 1:00 p.m. Woodshop Open 

Wednesday, March 11
 9:00 a.m. Woodshop Open
  6:15 p.m. Praise Group Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall
  7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Fellowship Hall

Thursday, March 12 - Church Office Closed
          10:00 a.m. Crafters - Fellowship Hall

1:00 p.m. Woodshop Open
6:30 p.m. Deacons Meeting - Library

Friday, March 13
 7:00 a.m. Men’s Lenten Breakfast - Fellowship Hall
  9:00 a.m. Woodshop Open

Saturday, March 14
Sunday, March 15

10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Fellowship Time -   Fellowship Hall 

SCRIP is available for purchase
             5:30 p.m. ConGo EnJoyMeant - Fellowship Hall



Our Church News

Today our service will be led by Tim Roggatz.   We have been married
for 31 years and have served in different capacities at several churches,
most recently Lakeshore Fellowship in Ferrysburg.  I learned my love of
music and the Lord from my Parents.  Karen and I serve together as often
as possible in church choirs and small musical groups.  We have two sons;
the oldest lives in Wisconsin and the youngest is in Heaven celebrating
with other family members.  My work experience has taken me through
manufacturing industries and food service including working as a cook at
Brew Works.  Last year, after suffering a couple of health issues, God put
me on a new path.  My physical abilities have diminished but not my love
the for Lord and for Karen.  I have been truly blessed and look to God’s
guidance every day to extend his kingdom.

It appears there's not much excitement over next Sunday's "Tater Tot
O'Rama" so we shall broaden our spud horizons! If anyone has any kind
of tasty potato dish to offer please let Mat know! Let's get our Irish on! 
Salads and desserts (with or without potatoes) are welcomed too! Also,
please let Mat know (231-414-7501) if you plan to attend!

Book Circle will begin again on Tuesday, March 17 at 10:00 am with an
organizational meeting at the home of Ann Werner.  Ann will talk about
a book or anyone can share a book they enjoyed.

Church Door Locks:  All of the exterior locks on the church were
changed on 2-17-20.  Any and all existing master keys will no longer
work. This change will now require credentials to enter the church as we
will not be issuing new master keys.  The church will still be open on
Sunday mornings for service and for crafters on Thursday.   If you have
any questions please contact Lorene or Jeff.

Mark your calendar for a Soup Supper on Friday, March 20 from 5-7
p.m. More information to follow.

Upcoming Worship Leaders: 

 March 15 - Mat Emerick   March 22 - Gary Hooker

The Men’s Lenten Breakfast will begin on Friday, February 28 at 7:00
a.m. The host church will provide the devotion.  A donation of $3.00 is
suggested.  All men of the church and community are welcome to attend.
March 20 - 2nd  Christian Reformed March 27 -
April 3 - United Methodist April 10 -

Women’s Fellowship will be hosting the Women’s Lenten Breakfast on
Saturday, April 4 at 10:00 a.m.  The speaker will be Ann Werner.  A lite
breakfast of muffins, fruit, coffee and tea will be served.  Please sign up 
by Monday, March 30 so we know how many to plan for.  This event is
also attended by the women of the United Methodist Church and the First
Christian Church DOC.

Requested Announcements

The Nest Upscale Resale would  greatly appreciate your donations. 
There is a specific need right now for furniture.  Donations are tax
deductible and are welcomed any time during business hours.  All store
proceeds support local Christian education.  We also have many different
opportunities for new volunteers.  Store contact number is 924-3930. 
Thank you for your support.

Love In the Name of Christ of Newaygo County has a Transformational
Ministry Assistant position open.  The position would be for 30-34 hours
per week, M-F (including Monday evenings at our TM program).  If
interested, please contact Laurie Plakmeyer at 231-652-4099 x 125, email:
lauriep@loveincnewaygo.com.   

EASTER FLOWER ORDER

_______6"   Pot Easter Lilies ($8.00)  (5+          
                   blooms)  to be used in the sanctuary

          on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020.

_______Following the worship service, I/we will pick up our lily(s).

  _______Following the worship service, the Altar Committee may take
care of my/our lily(s) in an appropriate way.

Given by:        __________________________________________

In Memory of __________________________________________
       or

In Honor of    __________________________________________
This completed form, along with your payment for each flower ordered
may be placed in the offering plate, or in the church office by March 29,
2020.


