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From Pastor Luke:

As we begin April we are drawing to the end of
Lent and approaching Easter. Easter is the summit of the
Christian year and the most important day related to the
Christians faith. It is so important that each Sunday is a
miniature Easter we celebrate each week. Our most
important ceremonies are drawn from the Easter story.
In baptism, we relive the death and resurrection of

Christ and communion is rooted in the Last supper. But Easter and Holy
Week are not simply a celebration of something that happened in the
past. We celebrate the Easter work that Christ is doing in, through, and
around us. We also celebrate the completion of the story that will
come. At Easter we look to the celebratory feast we will celebrate in
heaven after the return of Christ. The work done was Jesus willingly
taking the punishment for our sins ensuring that we could be returned
to right relationship with God. Then he defeated death through the
resurrection so we can live with him in heaven forever. 

All of this is wonderful and very much worth celebrating and
making a big deal of it. But it is also easy to get wrapped up in all the
stuff that comes with celebrating Easter. Putting on the big program for
Church, planning for the family get-together, and the excitement of
spring can become all-consuming. We can lose sight of why we
celebrate the importance of the holiday. We go through the process of
enjoying the candy and time with family. But more important than all of
that is that Easter is an opportunity to remember and celebrate what
Christ did for us. It is a chance to reconnect with and renew our love for
Christ. So remember to take a moment out of the craziness of the
season to remember and express gratitude for what Christ did for you. 

mailto:congo@fremontfcc.org
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First Congregational Church
Executive Council Minutes

March 28, 2022

Present: Ruth Cowles-Moderator, Pat Krehn-Vice Moderator Jack Butterick-Deacons, John Cooper-
Trustees,  Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship, Dean Morehouse-Men’s Fellowship,  Jack
Stewart-Technology Board, Pastor Luke Schmalz, Susan Stewart-Clerk

Absent: Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, Board of Christian Education, Gary Hooker-Security

Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer.  It was moved by Dean Morehouse to accept the minutes
from the January 24th meeting and seconded by Jack Butterick.

I. Public Comment – Heather and Macayla representing their girl scout troop, made a
presentation asking if our church would provide a spot for their meetings.  It was motioned
by Jack Butterick to provide a place to them for their meetings.  John Cooper seconded it
and all said yay.  It was also suggested that maybe our crafters and woodshop could mentor
the girls in some projects.

II. Board Reports:

A. Charitable Giving – no report.

B.  Board of Deacons – Report was given by Jack Butterick.

1. Congo Conversations – currently has ten callers and twenty-six recipients.

2. Website Committee – Chairs Judy and Nancy, Pastor Luke, Dean and Jack are
meeting regularly on Zoom to update the website.  Implementation date, July 1.

3. Jane’s paintings – each painting will include an affixed but separate label
containing the Scripture applicable to the painting.   

4. The feather-flag next to our entrance driveway with Easter on it has been flying
since Ash Wednesday and will be replaced by a Welcome flag on April 18.

5. Two people are interested in becoming members of FCC and Pastor Luke is
following up with them.

6. Deacons’ duties – Deacons have agreed among themselves that the Deacons
preparing our monthly communion services are  a) responsible for assuring that
pew racks are neat, Bibles right side up, pencils present and sharpened and b)
responsible for timely cleaning, polishing of communion serving trays, plates,
chalice.  

7. The Chosen (movie) – attendance for the first three showings on Saturday nights,
with dinner, have been 15-20.  Advertising has been placed in the Hi-Lites, $140
and Times Indicator, $160.  The series will be completed by Easter.

8. Changes in Sunday service – Deacons have recommended the following to
Executive Council for approval effective in April ‘22:

a. Communion-we will return to using glass cups, passing trays of the elements
with the wafer/juice disposable cups included in the trays for those who want
them.
John Cooper moved that we accept the recommendations of the Deacons on
this issue with the condition the communion cups are run through the dish
washer to fully sterilize them.  Jean Morehouse seconded.

b. Ushers-three Ushers will welcome us, show us to our seats, give us bulletins,



etc as we did it for years.
Jack will ask Lorene to provide name tags for greeters and ushers

c. Offering-Ushers will pass the offering plates every Sunday.
John Cooper moved that we accept this change.  Jean Morehouse seconded it.
Everyone said Nay.  The offering plate will remain in the back of the narthex.

d. EC is asked by Deacons to tell us if Greeters, Ushers and Deacons are
required to wear masks. (It was decided it was not necessary)

A. Board of Christian Education – meeting held March 28, 2022

1. The BOC met with Pastor Luke last week and went over both his and our ideas for
the JeLY room.  We discussed teacher needs, ages of children who will be using
the room and some furniture changes.

2. Gary Hooker was able to come in and steam off the old wallpaper, patch and paint
the wall prior to hanging  a mural.

3. We are all set for Easter Sunday.  We are expecting some children will be there that
weekend and Mat and Kelly will be covering the room providing singing, story
time, craft time, and play time.  We are working on always having a plan and two
people ready for the room if children are there.

4. We briefly discussed plans for the future when we have enough children and youth
to break up into age groups and start having Sunday school in the classrooms
upstairs.  It is a work in progress.

B. Board of Trustees – John Cooper

1. We started tuck pointing the chimney today.  The cost of this will be $10,000.

2. We have received a third quote for the air conditioning in the sanctuary and we will
review all quotes at the next Trustees meeting

3. We have received a nice estate donation that is designated for the music program.

4. We are planning a day in April or May to clean up the church, inside and out.

5. The budget is favorable for the year.  At the end of February, we are at 17% of the
year.  The Income came in at 17%(which is right on budget) and Expenses at 14%
(under budget) which was good.

A. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse

1. The Women’s Fellowship replaced the first aid kits.

2. Wellspring gave a special tea/coffee on 3/24/22 to thank all the crafters for the
special table decorations they made for the Christmas holiday.  They are also
thankful for the money donations from First Congo’s Charitable Giving Fund and
monies distributed from the Annual Christmas Craft event that is held at First
Congo Church every December.  Many of the crafters and Women’s Fellowship
members were able to attend the event

3. We are looking into a travelogue to be given by Kendra.  She just got back from
Spain and Portugal and keeps a nice narrative of her travels along with pictures.

4. We have ordered a 3x6 banner for the front of our building to be hung the
Saturday before Easter. 

5. We will be making little bags of cookies and jellybeans with our church contact
information on them to hand out on Easter. 

A. Men’s Fellowship – Our Men’s Coffee group meets every MWF in Fellowship Hall
at 9:30.



1. 12-15 men were present at our last meeting.  Pastor Luke provided lunch.

2. Next month, Jim Rynberg has scheduled Steven Ratdke, Executive Director of
The Heritage Museum, to come and speak to our group.

3. We are one of the sponsors of the Men’s Lenten Breakfast.  This year breakfast
was prepared by Lou Deleguardia.  Lou was reimbursed for the cost of the food
which he donated to the FCC Guatemala mission fund.

B. Technology Board – Jack Stewart

The website is written in an old and outdated version of Druple and will need to be
updated. We will no longer have support after the end of the year of 2023.  

1. We have received a quote from Lamphear for the air conditioning in the
sanctuary.  We will set up a meeting with them and the Trustees for further
discussion.

A. Security Committee – no report.

I. Pastor’s Report

How are things going?  So far so good.

I am shooting for 150 members by the 150th anniversary of the church.  This church has a
great 150-year history.  We need to embrace that and build on it for the future.  I encourage
everyone who has a social media account to “Share/Like” our website.  I encourage all
Board Members to go back to their committees and ask, “What are we doing to create new
disciples?”

We don’t want to unthinkingly continue doing things the same way just because we have
always have.  Rather we want to ensure all our actions are in line with the mission Christ
has given his church.

It is recommended that the By Laws be re-written.  They are too cumbersome.  It was
moved by Dean Morehouse that the Moderator form a committee of 3-5 people to redo the
by Laws.  It was seconded by Pastor Luke and yayed by all.  John Cooper suggested that
each Board Member go back to their committees and go over their particular section.  A
deadline was set for 3 weeks prior to the next annual meeting.

Days ahead to plan for:

- May 5th – National Day of Prayer

- May 8th – Mother’s Day

- May 30th – Memorial Day

I. John Cooper moved to accept the board reports.   Pat Krehn seconded.  All reports were
accepted.

II. Old Business

III. New Business

IV. The next regular meeting will be on Monday, April 25, 2022, in the Library.  A Zoom
meeting will be available for those who want to connect remotely.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk   



Men's Fellowship - Minutes

March 2, 2022

Present: Todd Blake, Ted Caris, Mike Carpenter, Lou Delaguardia, Gary Hooker, Dean
Morehouse, George Purvis, Jim Rynberg, Pastor Luke Schmalz, Tom Schmidt, Jeff
Stewart, David White

Guest Speaker: Pastor Eric Magner

Lunch was provided by Pastor Schmalz, a very ‘tasty’ chili with corn bread and a great
cherry dessert – thank you Pastor Schmalz! J. Rynberg will provide the lunch for April 6.

Tim Roggatz was present at the beginning of the lunch to provide information about the
film “The Chosen”, which will be shown for 8 weeks on Saturday evenings, beginning
March 12, in Fellowship Hall; a pizza supper will be offered.

Gary Hooker offered the invocation.

Jim Rynberg introduced Pastor Eric Magner, pastor at the Newaygo United Methodist
Church, who shared his spiritual journey; beginning with a career in the printing industry,
following with a position with Herman Miller in Holland and finally acknowledging his
‘call’ to the ministry.

Treasurer: Pastor Luke donated today’s lunch, $53.00 was collected for future use. The
current balance of the Men’s Fellowship treasury stands at $297.22.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 6, noon. Steven Radtke, Ex. Director of the Heritage
Museum of Newaygo County, will be the guest speaker.

Closing prayer was offered by Pastor Eric Magner.

Jim Rynberg

Acting Secretary



 Sunday, April 10 Palm Sunday Celebration - Jesus certainly made
a grand entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, entering to adoring
shouts of “Hosanna!” But worldly glory and fame weren’t his intent.
Instead, our Lord knew that his Father had prepared a sacrificial role
for him. Jesus handled the adulation with dignity and poise. The
humble yet courageous Son of God knew that danger, despair and
death awaited — but that he must endure it all to fulfill prophecy for
humanity’s sake. The pageantry of Palm Sunday is a stark contrast to
the role of Suffering Servant that Jesus faced a few short days later.
Yet each event during Holy Week represents victory — for Jesus as

well as for his beloved children. 

Palm Sunday is a glorious day, so let us wave palms and shout, “Hosanna in the
highest heaven!” The Savior has come. What an entrance! What a part!

Friday, April 15 at 6:30 p.m. Good Friday - Good Friday is the day
for Christians to commemorate Jesus’s crucifixion. On this day,
according to the Bible, the Jewish religious leaders—who had
condemned Jesus the night before for claiming to be the son of God and
king of the Jews—brought him to the Romans for sentencing. He was
sent from Pontius Pilate to Herod and then back to Pilate, who
ultimately sentenced Jesus to crucifixion—the highest form of criminal
punishment at the time. Jesus was then beaten, forced to carry a heavy
wooden cross through jeering crowds, and finally nailed to the cross by

his wrists and feet, where he hung until he died, later that day.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

EASTER IS COMING!!  

Pastor Luke will be giving a three part Easter Series 

 “Joy Comes in the Morning”

Come celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LILY—The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol of Christ’s resurrection because it
rises from a seemingly lifeless bulb decaying in the ground. It is also used as a symbol of
Christ himself. The lily, a symbol of purity, is often used to represent the Virgin Mary.

NAILS - Nails symbolize Jesus’ passion and suffering because they were used at his
Crucifixion. They are often depicted in groups of three because two nails were used to
secure Jesus’ hands, and a third was used to secure his feet. Three nails are also used
to identify Jesus as a member of the Holy Trinity.



Men’s Fellowship Luncheon:

Wednesday, April 6 at 12:00 noon  Steven Radtke, Ex. Director of the
Heritage Museum of Newaygo County, will be the guest speaker.  Jim
Rynberg will be providing lunch.

Book Circle:

Book Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 19 at 1:00 p.m. at the home
of Ann Werner.  Bev Williams will be doing the book review.  

Men’s Lenten Breakfast:

The Men’s Lenten Breakfast continues thru Saturday, April 16 at the Church of the
Living Christ beginning at 7:30 a.m.  

April 2 - Helmet of Salvation - Darrell Lamos

April 9 - Sword of the Spirit - Richard Britton III

April 16 - Praying in the Spirit on All Occasions - Seth Pell

“The Chosen”

Hosted by Karen & Tim Roggatz the movie “The Chosen” Series 1 continues thru April
9. Dinner will be served 4:40- 5:15 p.m.  The movie begins at 5:30 p.m. The following
episodes remain.  We may be showing two at a time for the remaining weeks.

4 - The Rock on Which it is Built

5 - The Wedding Gift

6 - Indescribable Compassion

7 - Invitations

8 - I Am He



Our Church Family:

Sympathy ~

Susan C. Bull, age 77 of Fremont, passed away on Friday,
March 11, 2022 at Spectrum Health Blodgett Hospital in East
Grand Rapids, Michigan, after a brief illness.  She was born on
September 6, 1944 in Hastings, Michigan to Harold and Lillian
(DeWeerd) Ball.  Susan was raised in Newaygo, and worked in
her parents’ grocery store while growing up in the 1950’s.  She
lived for many years in the Manistee area and kept in contact with
friends there.  Later in life, she moved to Fremont to be close to
her mother and sister’s family and enjoyed eating out at local

Fremont eateries and getting her hair done.  Susan also loved art and music and was
an active member of First Congregational Church in Fremont.  She enjoyed playing
the piano, reading, knitting & sewing, and playing “Words With Friends” online.  She
will be remembered for her kind heart, generosity of spirit, and hand-written cards
crafted perfectly for the moment.  She is survived by 3 children, 4 grandchildren, and
1 great-granddaughter:  Kim (Bob) Ruppel of Grand Blanc, Michigan and their
children:  Ryan (Andrea) Ruppel and their daughter Gianna, and Dalton Ruppel; John
K. (Deirdre Lohan) Bull of Bermuda and their son Jack Hamilton Lancey Bull;
Anthony “Tony” (Kate Gibson) Bull of San Francisco, California and their daughter
Bailey Bull; 2 sisters:  Donna Isberg of Grand Rapids, Michigan; Betty (Jerry)
Burnside of Fremont, Michigan; 1 brother, Harold Ball of Georgia; and several nieces
and nephews.  Susan was preceded in death by her parents.  According to her wishes,
cremation has taken place, and a Memorial Service will be held at 3:00 PM on
Sunday, July 17, 2022 at First Congregational Church in Fremont with Rev Luke
Schmalz officiating.  A luncheon will immediately follow the service at church, and
there will be a time of visiting with the family prior to the service at church from 2-3
PM.  In lieu of flowers, Susan has requested donations in her honor to be sent to the
Church of the Brethren in Onekama, Michigan, where she served as a Sunday School
Teacher.



Ap r i l  B i r t h d a y s

7 Carrie DeMull

8 David Zeerip

11 Yvonne Lee

19 Arnold Dougan

21 Bill Black

                     Linda Oosterhouse

24 Beth Hooker

26 Steve Johnson

27 Mary Butterick

Ray Smith

April

Anniversaries

 6   Gary & Beth Hooker

19                                  Arnie & Betty Dougan

24                           Duane & Loretta VanDuzen

30 Pat & Robin Dekleva

     



Thank you to each one who donated Easter flowers to help make our

sanctuary a lovely place in which to celebrate our Lord’s

resurrection.

    

Bill & Carol Black in memory of our parents.

Jack & Mary Butterick in memory of Shirley Brooks.

Jack & Mary Butterick in memory of Norma Purvis.

Sally DeShetler in memory of Bob DeShetler.

Pat Krehn in memory of my parents, Roger & Noreen Westerweel.

Yvonne Lee in memory of my husband and son.

Dianna & Frank Force and Lyle & Holly Shepherd and families in memory of Shirley

Shepherd Brooks and Wayne Shepherd.

Dean & Jean Morehouse in memory of Gary and Joni Schray.

Kelly & Kyle Parks, Holly & Lyle Shepherd, Stacey, Brad, Dougan & Troyer Church in

honor of Arnie and Betty Dougan - honoring their 67 years of marriage on April 19.

The Purvis Family in memory of Norma Purvis.

James Rynberg in memory of Lila, John W. David, John H. Rynberg.

Bill & Carol Black in honor of our 6 grandchildren.

Yvonne Lee in honor of our family of 19.

Pete & Nancy Lindner in honor of our church family.

Dear & Jean Morehouse in honor of our church family.

James Rynberg in honor of London Walker and Watson Wuebben.

Jeff & Susan Stewart in honor of Jack & Fran Stewart.


