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First Congregational Church
    Executive Council Minutes

November 22, 2021

Present: Pat  Krehn-Moderator, Dean Morehouse-Deacons, John Cooper-Trustees,  Jean
Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship,  Jack Stewart-Technology Board, Susan Stewart-Clerk

Absent: Ruth Cowles-Vice Moderator; Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, Board of Christian
Education, Gary Hooker-Security

Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer. It was moved by John Cooper to accept the minutes
from the August 23rd  meeting and seconded by Jack Stewart.

I. Public Comment - No public comment.  

II. Board Reports:

A. Charitable Giving – Report given by Jean Morehouse: Charitable Giving has given
$300 to each of the following:

1. H.E.R.E

2. Crop Walk

3. Newaygo County Child Abuse Center

4. Deacon’s Fund

5. Compassion Home

A.  Board of Deacons – Report was given by Dean Morehouse.

1. Advertising in the Hi Lites has been renewed through 12/22.
2. Will be reviewing the Pastor/Deacon relationship as outlined in the Bylaws and

give an update to the Trustees at a future date.
3. We observed All Saints Day in the 11/7 service.  Jack Butterick read names of

those we have lost while Deb Emerick showed each of their pictures on the
wall.

4. Jane Stroschin’s paintings will be hung in the south foyer and stairway.
5. Jack Butterick will be sending out a letter to all congregants regarding the 

Christmas Purse.  This is which we pay bonuses to staff.
6. We thank Charitable Giving for the gift of $300!
7. A new flag for Christmas, given by an anonymous donor, will go up after

Thanksgiving.
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8. Bernie Denney and Lorene came up with nice handout for the Craft Show. 
A. Board of Christian Education – no report.

B. Board of Trustees – John Cooper

1. The leak in the roof has been fixed. A faulty valley was replaced.  We will
check it again in a few years.

2. A/C in the sanctuary.  Jack Stewart suggested we talk to Mayflower Church
who has a similar configuration to our church. We are looking into this.

3. Revenue came in at 79% annual budget with Expenses at 67% for October
2021.

A. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse

1. Thanks! Gail Cooper who worked many hours on Jingle Mingle transporting,
setting up, selling, breaking down and transporting again!!  We will decide if it
is worth the effort next year.

2. We will have a Craft Sale and Plum Pudding on Saturday 12/4.

3. The Book Circle had their last meeting for the year in November.  They will be
taking a break for the winter.

A. Men’s Fellowship – Our Men’s Coffee group meets every MWF in Fellowship Hall
at 9:30.

1. The Men’s Fellowship will meet December 8 at 12:00 in Fellowship Hall for
lunch.

2. Lou Deleguardia has agreed to get certified by the State of Michigan for
Kitchen management.  He is a chef.

3. Men’s Fellowship raised $370 to support a man from Haiti to come to the
United States for employment.  His job is provided by a construction company
in Detroit whose owner is connected with an orphanage in Haiti.  This
opportunity was presented to us by Pastor Tom who knows this man.

B. Technology Board – Jack Stewart

We have all the parts for the speaker in the Bride’s Room, now the installer is
sick.  We hope to have it completed in early December.

1. We don’t have a lot of confidence of live streaming the service on 12/5.  The
ability to vote after the service is looking questionable.

A. Security Committee – Bernie Denney will hang the tornado shelter signs.

B. Pastor Search update – Pastor Tom has requested Pastor Luke’s contact info.  He
would like to answer any questions Pastor Luke might have and to pray with him.

- A meeting with Pastor Luke went really well.  He had a tour of the town and
the church and is very excited to get started!

- John Cooper presented him with a contract that included a yearly salary of
$59130 and a job description which included a list of staff who will report to
him.  It was moved by John Cooper to approve this salary and seconded by
Dean Morehouse and yayed by all!

I. John Cooper moved to accept the board reports.   Jean Morehouse  seconded.  All
reports were accepted.

II. Old Business



1. The By-Laws need to be reviewed and revised.  They need to be simplified.  Each
board should review their own section and simplify it

I. New Business

1. Covid is on the rise again. The Michigan State Health Department has
recommended that everyone start wearing masks again.  While we do not want to
mandate wearing masks, we want to strongly recommend that we follow the
guidelines set out by the State Health Department.  This includes wearing a mask
when entering and leaving the building regardless of vaccination status.  We need to
consider social distancing as well.  We will have Lorene send a notice to the
congregation.

- John Cooper moved that we accept the above provisions. Dean Morehouse
seconded it.  Everyone ayed.

I. Pat Krehn closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned.

II. The next regular meeting will be on Monday, December 27, 2021, in the Library.  A
phone connection will be available for those who would like to call in.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk   

A Note from Pastor Luke Schmalz - Introducing Himself and His family:

I am very excited to come to First Congregational Church, and meet all of you! I would like
to introduce myself and my family. My name is Luke Schmalz, my wife is Crystal, and our
daughter is Norah. We also have a small miniature Dotson named Maggie, who at times presents
herself as a giant lion with her roaring bark! My extended family includes my mother and
deceased father, brother, sister, my wife's family, and their immediate families. Family and
friendship are important personal and ministerial values I hold and hope to bring to the pastorate. 

Ministry has been part of my life since the day I was born. My father was a church planter and
planted a church in Appleton, Wisconsin. Church has
always been a major part of my life, and the
relationships built within the church family have
always been very important to me as a person and my
development as a minister and pastor. It was after my
father's death I started to feel God's calling in my life
for pastoral ministry. I often think about my father, and
all he taught me about pastoring and loving people. I
decided that if God was calling me to Pastor I needed
to be prepared. After I graduated from college, I moved
to St. Louis, MO to attend seminary. It was also in MO,
I served my first church, as an interim pastor. 

While in seminary, I met my wife, Crystal. She
was born in Grand Rapids and grew up in Lansing.
After serving on staff at her church for several years
she also felt God's call to attend seminary. We quickly
fell in love and got married. We both went into
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chaplaincy after seminary. I served as a resident chaplain at the VA, a hospice Chaplain, and
eventually as an interim pastor. Crystal stayed in chaplaincy and became a Clinical Pastoral
Educator. She enjoys working with people and being involved within the community. She also
likes arts and crafts, reading, and experiencing different cultures and ways of being through
traveling. She once lived in Yellowstone National Park and Mexico, serving in different ministry
capacities. 

With the birth of our daughter, we decided it was time to be closer to family and moved to
Michigan in 2019. We have always wanted to move to West Michigan, and are excited to get to
know West Michigan culture, and be a part of the Fremont community. 

My education includes a BA in History, a M.Div., and a few years of good old life
experience! One of my greatest passions in life is reading books. I am rarely found without a
book nearby. I love theology, history, fiction (particularly fantasy and detective fiction), and
poetry. Going along with my love of books is my love of coffee. I love making coffee of all sorts
from French press to pour over and espresso. I also enjoy roasting my own coffee. I love fountain
pens and stationary. I am an avid journaler and prefer to plan using pen and paper and manuscript
my sermons and lesson by hand. Nature has also become an important part of my life from
gardening, bird watching, and going on nature walks with my daughter. I am a dog lover and find
joy in taking my dog Maggie for a walk. I love being outdoors and hope to continue to build
more of my free time around being in nature. I also love baseball (The St. Louis Cardinals), jazz,
and cooking. In earlier years, I liked whittling wood, and look forward to spending time in the
wood-working shop with you all. 

There is nothing I would rather do than be a pastor, and I feel incredibly honored that you
would consider me to be your pastor. For me, the greatest calling of my life is to care for people,
attend to the care of souls, and preach the gospel message of Jesus Christ. I look forward to the
opportunity to serve in Fremont, be in community with each of you and your gifts of ministry,
and provide a strong faithful gospel-filled church for the Fremont area and surrounding
communities. 



                                 32th Annual

 Christmas Craft Fair

Saturday, December 4, 2021

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Presented by

First Congregational Women’s Fellowship

714 Hillcrest Drive ~ Fremont Michigan

Christmas Shoppe 
(many new quality craft and wood gifts and decorations to purchase)

Plum Pudding Shoppe 
(holiday foods to purchase)

   

10% of gross profit is contributed to various Newaygo County non-profit organizations.

For event information, call the church at 231-924-4710 or Gail Cooper at 231-924-2126

www.fremontfcc.org
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Plum Pudding Shoppe

In accordance with the State of Michigan Food Requirements this is the required list of food
items that can be made for Plum Pudding:

Breads - not frozen

Similar baked goods

Vinegar & flavored vinegar

Cakes - not refrigerated

Muffins

Cooked fruit pies

Jams & Jellies  in glass jars that can be stored at room temperature.

Cookies

Dry herbs and dry herb mixes   Dry baking mixes  Dry dip mixes    Dry soup mixes

Dehydrated vegetables or fruits

Popcorn

Chocolate covered pretzels, marshmallows, graham crackers, rice krispie treats

Coated or uncoated nuts

Dried pasta made with eggs

Roasted coffee beans or ground roasted coffee

Please open your kitchen and bake generously for the “ Plum

Pudding Shoppe” on December 4th
.

It really helps if we have your items by Friday the 3rd.  We will be at the church from

3:00 until 7:00 p.m. on Friday. Festive packages always sell quickly. However, please do not

wrap anything in colored cellophane.

Also, please mark your items with the following information:

    - What it is

    - Any special ingredients such as nuts or coconut

  - It must also be labeled with your first name, & The First Congregational Church 231-

924-4710.

Please call me if you have any questions,

Mary B.  924-4581



December Dates:

Saturday, December 4 - Christmas Craft Fair & Plum Pudding - 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 5 - Come hear Pastor Luke Schmalz preach for us.  Following worship
a Special  congregational meeting we will be held to vote on the hiring of Pastor Luke
Schmalz.  If you are NOT going to be here to vote please call Lorene at the Church office
to request a absentee written ballot. 

Monday, December 6 - Women’s Fellowship Board 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 8 - Men’s Fellowship Lunch 12:00 noon

Sunday, December 12 - An Ebenezer Scrooge Presentation 

Monday, December 13 - Technology Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 18 - Wedding Rehearsal - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 19 - Wedding 1:00 p.m.

Monday, December 20 - Trustees Meeting - 7:00 p.m.

Friday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Service - 7:00 p.m.

Monday, December 27 - Executive Council - 6:30 p.m.

Monday-Wednesday- Friday - Men’s Fellowship Coffee - 9:30 a.m.

Monday-Wednesday-Friday - Woodshop Open 10:00 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Lunch:

The next Men's Fellowship Lunch will be held on Wednesday - December 8 (note
the date change) at noon in Fellowship Hall.  Mark your calendar and plan to join
us!

2022 Calendar:

The Coffee Hosts & Altar Calendar for 2022 is in the narthex.  Please
sign up for a spot or two. Or call or email the church office and Lorene will
sign up for you.

Christmas Eve Service

We will be having a traditional Christmas Eve service with
Christmas carols and scripture and the lighting of candles.  Join
us Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m.
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Our Church Family:  

Health Concerns ~

Deb Emerick will be having surgery on Tuesday, November 30
at Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids.

Ruth Cowles has a heart procedure coming up soon.

Shirley Hooker is recovering nicely from knee replacement.

Jack Stewart continues with a slow recovery from West Nile.  

Keegan Bulk (our custodian) may be needing surgery - they are waiting on more
tests.

Sympathy ~

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of long time member and friend to
many, Shirley Brooks.  

Shirley Ann (Shepherd) Brooks, age 89 of Fremont, passed away unexpectedly on
Sunday, November 7, 2021 at her home.  Shirley was born on November 21, 1931 in
Newaygo, Michigan to William and Margaret (Morrison) Kritzer.  She graduated from
Newaygo High School in 1949 and later graduated from Howell School of Business. 
Shirley married Wayne Shepherd in 1957 and he preceded her in death in 1970.   She later
married Sid Brooks in 1972and he preceded her in death in 1987.  Shirley had worked at
the Gerber Products Company as a secretary for many years until her retirement and has
been a lifelong resident of the area.  Shirley was a member of the First Congregational
Church in Fremont where she had been an active volunteer, served on many boards and
committees within the church and had been active in the Women’s Fellowship.  Shirley
also volunteered her time at the Fremont Library, Newaygo Museum, enjoyed
scrapbooking, family history and was a member of the D.A.R.

Shirley is survived by her children, Dianna (Franklin) Force of Grattan; Lyle (Holly)
Shepherd of Grand Rapids; Pat (Richard) Hamacher of Grand Rapids; her grandchildren,
Lori (Mark) Redfern; Sara Shepherd; Vaughan (Jen) Force; Christine (John) Tucker; Lisa
(Chris) Poturalski; Rena (Andrew) Saltzman; 14 great grandchildren; many nieces and
nephews.  She was preceded in death by her sisters, Margaret Nelson and Laura “Jean”
Ollmann.

Memorial Services were held Saturday, November 13, 2021 in the church sanctuary with
Gary Hooker presiding.  Interment is in the Newaygo Cemetery.



D e c e m b e r     B i r t h d a y s    

2 Robin DeKleva

Bonnie Erber

5 Dick Ramm

14 Rebecca Tuuk

18 Kelly Parks

22 Don McKivitz

Suzanne VandenBelt

30 Deb Emerick
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Thank you to each one who donated poinsettias to help make our sanctuary

a lovely place in which to celebrate our Lord’s birth.

Sally DeShetler in memory of Bob DeShetler.

Nancy Johnson in memory of loved ones.

Pat Krehn in memory of Mom & Dad and Grandma & Grandpa.

Max & Yvonne Lee in memory of Son, Steven Whitney Lee. 

Dean & Jean Morehouse in memory of Joni & Gary Schray.

Kelly & Kyle Parks in memory of Shirley Brooks & Ponnie Foster.

Pastor Tom & Denise Schmidt in memory of R.A. Schmidt; Bill & Libby Doe

Rosemary Tittle in memory of “Jack.”

Dave White in memory of Charles & Martha White.

Jack & Mary Butterick in honor of the love and prayers of our church family.

Brad & Stacey Church in memory of JoAnn Church.

Arnold & Betty Dougan in honor of family & friends.

Barbara Blass-Frisbey in honor of my family.

Max & Yvonne Lee in honor of our family of 21.

Pete & Nancy Lindner in honor of our families.

Dean & Jean Morehouse in honor of new beginnings for our church family.

Kelly Parks, Holly Shepherd, Stacey Church & families in honor of Arnie & Betty Dougan.

James Rynberg in honor of great grandsons, London Walker & Watson Wuebben.

Pastor Tom & Denise Schmidt in honor of Grace Schmidt.

Jeff & Susan Stewart in honor of Dottie Rosenberg and Jack & Fran Stewart.

Duane & Loretta VanDuzen in honor of our families. 



December, 2021

Dear Members and Friends of First Congregational Church,

We are approaching another Christmas season and as has been customary in the past we

would like to present a Christmas Purse (cash gift) to Pastor Tom, Lorene, Mat and Deb.

We have had an exciting, sometimes challenging, year in our church.  Everyone’s

contributions have made our success possible, especially the staff who have been dedicated to God

and His church, flexible and determined in their work for the glory of God and all of us.  Now is a

good time to show our appreciation for a job well done by each of the staff by supporting this

year’s Christmas Purse with a donation.

To make gifts possible to these four people, please: a) write your check to First
Congregational Church; b) put Christmas Purse on the memo line; c) do one of the following: 

· mail it to Jack Butterick, 714 Iroquois Dr, Fremont, MI 49412; 

· put it in the offering plate any Sunday by December 19;

· drop it off at the church office by December 20.   

Sincerely,

Jack Butterick

For the Board of Deacons,
Jack Butterick
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