Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:

Women’s Fellowship:

In last months column I mentioned
the importance of church’s doing
everything they can to make themselves
attractive for those coming to worship
here who previously have not. Every new regular attender of
Christian worship in a church building has at one time been
there for the first time. Research into church growth
determines that approximately 1 in 10 first time church
visitors will eventually establish a relationship with that
church. This applies to people who are “checking out” new
churches for a new church home. Put another way, this could
mean that people check out about 10 churches before they
discover one they can commit to. Also, research suggest that
about 60% of that 10%; if they visit a second time, they are
more likely to join. So what makes a first time visitor a
second time visitor? In short, the impressions they developed
about the people and the worship experience from their first
visit influence them more than anything else. Our smiles,
genuine welcome, and personal sense of joy at being together
for worship will readily create the “atmosphere: the people
desire to find when they visit a community of Christians.
Those of you who usher and who greet are key people for
developing a joyous sense of expectation here. Our sense of
enthusiasm for being here to sing, pray and open God’s Word
will spread to the regular attendee and visitor alike. I hope
for myself to be an increasing visible light and for all of us to
discover all the more what Jesus meant when he said we are
to make our light shine before others so that others can see
what we do and glorify God as a result.
Have a blessed month. The winter has been pretty
mild so far and it won’t be long till it’s warm again.
Grace and Peace! Pastor Ray

The numbers are in for the
2018 Home Tour.
Drum
roll......please! We made $11,792.67 profit! That is $136
more than in 2017!! We did well, because of the support of
many of you - baking, preparing the luncheon, decorating,
making arrangements and sprays, manning positions the day
of, making items for the arts and crafts area each Thursday,
and in so many other ways.
Crafters have begun working on projects for Home
Tour December 7, 2019. Please consider joining them, and
enjoy the camaraderie. There will be something you can help
with, even if you don’t consider yourself to be crafty.
Thank you for your help!
Becky and Women’s Fellowship
Valentine Luncheon:
You are welcome to come to
the Women’s Valentine Luncheon on
Thursday, February 14. A sign up
sheet is located in Fellowship or call the church office and
Lorene will sign you up. Menu and cost to be determined.

2019 Calendars:
The 2019 Calendars for Altar
Flowers, Greeters, Ushers and Coffee
Hosts are located on the bulletin board in
Fellowship Hall. Check your calendars
and see if there is a time you are able to volunteer. Or call
the church office and Lorene will sign you up.

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events
We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to
go and enjoy good food and fun activities together!
“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send
some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is
holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the
Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10
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Millie Sherman
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Alissa Pullman
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Bob DeShetler
Christie Pollock
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Pastor Ray Dekker

“Go and enjoy”:

11

Susan Stewart

Feb 10 Hungarian Goulash and Hymn Sing 5:30 - 7:00 pm The original Goulash is a delicious stew of
meat. Its origin traces back to the 9th
century to stews eaten by Hungarian
shepherds. It is much different than our
American goulash. Come and try it ans
sing some songs that will life your soul!
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Virginia Price
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Dean Morehouse
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Jean Morehouse

19

Kamdyn Huizenga

March 10 Tacorama and Hymn Sing
5:30 - 7:00 pm - A fully stocked taco bar
will be provided as well as another
inspiring hymn sing and of course trivia
while we eat! If anyone would like to
provide one of the food items for the taco
bar that would
be great!
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Carol Black
Georgia Paxton
Marjorie Salata
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Maxine Dykstra
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Beverly Williams

February Anniversaries
Looking Ahead - Saturday, May
18 - “Congo Que” with
Professional Barbequer Mark
Wescott (“Smokin’ Good Time
BBQ) - More details TBA but put it on your calendar!

17 Gordon & Linda Oosterhouse
Jack & Rosemary Tittle

