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First Congregational Church
Executive Council Minutes
June 28, 2021
Present: Pat Krehn-Moderator, Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, Jack Butterick-Deacons, John
Cooper-Board of Trustees, Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship, Jack Stewart-Technology
Board, Gary Hooker-Security, Susan Stewart-Clerk
Absent: Ruth Cowles-Vice Moderator; Board of Christian Education
Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer. It was moved by John Cooper to accept the minutes
from the May 24th meeting and seconded by Jack Butterick.
I.

Public Comment - No public comment.

II.

Board Reports:
A. Charitable Giving – Ann Werner –. Crop Walk will be held on October 4th this
year. The Charitable Giving Board will meet this month and discuss what our involvement will entail this year.
B. Board of Deacons – Report was given by Jack Butterick.
1. BOD meetings are opened with Prayer Time lead by Judy; updates and prayers
via telephone with parishioners who are not attending services in-person.
2. Welcome Brochures in the pew racks have been updated, freshened. BOD is
planning to give first-time visitors an FCC pen so they can write their communication details on the form provided and give it to the Greeter, Usher.
3. Shut-in Ministry is paused for summer. Judy will provide a recommendation to
BOD on 8/12 for an updated format including parishioners on the team in addition to Deacons.
4. FCC beautification – Jane Stroschin will present some ideas to Deacons on 7/8
for freshening our environment. Dean will present specifics to the EDC when
available.
5. Culling process. Jack passed out a letter and a list of names to contact. Jack
Butterick moved for approval of letter and names. John Cooper seconded it.
The letters will be sent July 1.

6. Todd Jones, Judy N’s grandson-in-law lost most everything in a house fire 5/15.
A donation was given from the Deacon’s fund to replace religious materials. It
was greatly appreciated.
7. Pulpit Supply – Mat, Tim and Gary are scheduled for the first three weeks in
July. Arriel VanSingle on 7/25 and Jim Tanis on 8/8. Pulpit Supply costs a
minimum of $100/week and will continue until a fulltime pastor is hired. John
Cooper confirmed availability of funds in the budget.
A. Board of Christian Education – Jean Morehouse reported the progress on
remodeling the Sunday school room. Everything is moving right along.
B. Board of Trustees – John Cooper
1. We have received a generous unexpected gift of $12,000 to apply to the new
minister’s salary.
2. John Cooper called the ladies at Boots N Bows. He let them know we decided
not to rent out space and explained our reservations. They were understanding
and thankful for our consideration.
3. The Women’s Fellowships books have been audited. They were in order.
4. May financials show the Income at 36% and Expenses at 33%. In May we
should be at 42%. The income is a little lower but is explainable. On the same
note the expenses were down as well and we are still doing well.
5. Dave White is looking into the mortar situation of the chimney.
A. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse
1. The Women’s Fellowship is not meeting until August. At that time, we will
discuss possible events for the Fall.
2. There have not been any requests for funeral luncheons.
3. We are still looking into having Roger and Becky Tuuk do a presentation on
their trip to Machu Pichu.
A. Men’s Fellowship – meets on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 9:30 in the
Woodshop.
B. Technology Board – Jack Stewart
The contractors working on the new steeple and cross lighting are running a little
later than planned.
1. The brides room speaker has been approved by the Trustees and will be
installed soon.
2. A new cable will be run from the chancel to the tech booth. This will
eliminate cables running on the floor of the sanctuary.
A. Security Committee – Gary is working on “Emergency” signage to post in critical
areas. Pat Krehn would like to have a “Severe Weather Plan” go out to the
congregation.
B. Pastor Search update – We have reviewed 39-40 potential candidates. We are
looking seriously at one candidate, checking on his references and making plans to
set up a Face Time interview. The next step would be to have him come to our
church to meet us and have an opportunity for us to hear him preach. He lives in
Dallas but has family in the area and is interested in coming to the area.

I.

John Cooper moved to accept the board reports. Jack Butterick seconded. All reports
were accepted.

II.

Old Business

III.

New Business

IV.

Gary Hooker closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned.

V.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, July 26, 2021, in the Library. A phone
connection will be available for those who would like to call in.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk

Book Circle
Book Circle will meet on Tuesday, July 20 at 1:00 p.m. at the
home of Rosemary Tittle. If you would like please bring a book
to share.

Memorial Garden Pendants
Memorial Garden pendants were crafted by local artist, Cara O'Brien
and make excellent gifts and keepsakes. The silver version is
available from Mary Butterick for $60. Pendants can be ordered in
gold, too.

Our Church Family ~
Health Concerns:
Continued prayers for the health of Judy & Van Nadeau, and Pat Dekleva.
Prayers for healing and recovery for Jack Butterick and Bill Black.
Prayers for those who are home bound.

July

Birthdays

1

Mary Zeerip

7

Michael Stroschin

11

Sophia Robeck

16

Ruth Cowles

17

Searl Frei

19

Shelli Waldo

23

June Britt
Jennifer Dekleva

24

Gary Llewellyn

31

Jennifer Tuuk

July Anniversaries
22

Bernie & Lissa Denney

26

Ted & Barb Clark

28

Michael & Michelle Sweet

