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First Congregational Church

Executive Council Minutes

May 24, 2021

Present: Pat  Krehn-Moderator, Ruth Cowles-Vice Moderator, Ann Werner-
Charitable Giving, Dean Morehouse-Deacons, John Cooper-Board of Trustees,  Jean
Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship,  Jack Stewart-Technology Board, Susan Stewart-
Clerk
Absent: Board of Christian Education 

Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer. It was noted that there was an error in last
month’s minutes.  Under Charitable Giving, it was Dick Ramm instead of Gary
Hooker that asked if the Guatemalan project qualifies as Charitable Contribution. It
was moved by Jean Morehouse to accept the minutes from the April 26th meeting and
seconded by Ruth Cowles.

I.      Public Comment - No public comment.  
II.     Board Reports:
          A.  Charitable Giving – Ann Werner – Charitable Giving has $3,000 in their 
         budget.   Ann would like to make a donation to The Compassion Home.  She  
         will set up a  meeting with Dick Ramm and Jean Morehouse to discuss this.
          B. Board of Deacons – Report was given by Dean Morehouse.

1. Congo Conversations – has been paused for the summer.  Judy
Nadeau is revising the format and will continue in September.

2. Shut In Ministry – we are expanding the program and will form a
committee of three to execute the program. 

3. We are getting prepared for growth.  This includes plans to greet
people more effectively and to assimilate a new pastor with small
meet and greet groups as opposed to just starting preaching.
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4. Culling process.  We have 22 letters going out August 1st to certain
members to confirm whether they will stay on the membership list. 
This affects our voting process.

        C. Board of Christian Education – Pat Krehn and Jean Morehouse gave report 
         in Beth Hookers absence.

                1. We are working on plans to repurpose the room we will use for             
             Children’s  Sunday School.  We have started purchasing some items.          
               We will have a meeting June 1st to continue the planning.

       D. Board of Trustees – John Cooper

               1. We have received two quotes regarding the lift.  We have decided that it
is not feasible to fix or remove the lift at this time.

                2. Thermostats have been replaced.

                 3. The Scrip books have been audited for 2020 and we will be auditing the
books for Women’s Fellowship next.

              4. April financials show the Income  at 32% and Expenses at 28%.  In April
we should be at 33% so we are still doing good.

                5. We are researching air conditioning in the sanctuary.  We will leave the
attic fan on thru the service to help with the temperature.

       E. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse

1. We were going to install corner protectors in Fellowship Hall.  After
some research It was decided this could potentially do more damage than
it prevents.

2. Book Circle - conducted by Bev Williams, will start June 15th at 1:00
every Tuesday of the month. Location TBA.

3. Tim Ruggatz kitchen license is good for a couple of years.  Women’s
Fellowship will purchase renewal when it comes due.

       F. Men’s Fellowship – meets every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 9:30 in
the Fellowship Hall.  Currently we have a group of 9 men that meet
regularly. They are unsure if they will meet through the summer.  

        G. Technology Board – Jack Stewart

                1. The contractors working on the new steeple and cross lighting will be
here in June.  We are working with the contractors who are fixing the
leaks on the roof to work at the same time.

          2. The T-coil system has been repaired after discovering it had been
disconnected for a while.  Pat Krehn to follow up with Dick Ramm
regarding performance.

                3. We are looking into a speaker for the Bride’s Room.  

            H. Security Committee – Pat Krehn will follow up with Beth to check with



Gary Hooker to see if there are any updates and discuss different
emergency situations.  Gary has been doing scheduled walk throughs
before church and the doors are regularly locked during the services. 

             I. Pastor Search update – Ted Caris is working on a report to send in the
Carillion to update the members on their progress.  They have two
viable candidates they are looking into.  They have also since received
4 new candidates to review.  Pat Krehn passed out the results to the
Congregational Survey.

III.  John Cooper moved to accept the board reports.   Ruth Cowles seconded.  All
reports were accepted.

 IV.  Old Business

              1.  Boots & Bows daycare, it was moved by John Cooper to allow the
daycare to rent space in the church.  It was seconded by Jean
Morehouse. (Motions must be positive) The counsel voted it down 7-
0.  It is too risky.

V.  New Business

VI.  Pat Krehn closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned.

VII.  The next regular meeting will be on Monday, June 28, 2021 in the Fellowship
Hall.  A phone connection will be available for those who would like
to call in.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk   

Our Church Family:

Health Concerns ~

Jack Butterick is recovering from some leg surgery.

Betty Dougan is recovering from a broken arm due to a fall.

Continued prayers for Pat Dekleva and Van & Judy Nadeau and the
illnesses they are battling with.

Our shut-ins: Max & Yvonne Lee, Jean Morse, Siria Pinnick, Norma
Purvis, Bill & Millie Sherman.

Sympathy ~

We extend our sympathy to Bonnie Erber and family in the home going
of Bob Erber.
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Updated report by your Pulpit Search Committee

Dear Friends and Members of First Congregational Church of Fremont,

As of May 26, 2021, your Pulpit Search Committee (PSC) has been meeting
regularly (31 times to date) since its inception at the end of July, 2020 and will continue
to meet until we have been successful in presenting to you what we believe will be the
right candidate as the new Pastor for our church.

The PSC has reviewed a total of 39 candidates to date that have applied for the
position as our minister.  Their applications have consisted of resumes and information
included audio and video presentations and in some cases quite extensive.  One such
presentation was 24 pages in length.  Each of these presentations has represented much
time and effort by the committee members especially those members that have full or part
time jobs to attend to as their livelihood.  All efforts on the part of the committee
members have no regrets in their time and effort spent in this endeavor.  Of this number
four candidates have in our concurrent opinion been deserving of additional discussion
and we have asked these four candidates to submit additional, in depth information, about
themselves through completion of a minister information form (MIF), a form compiled by
the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches (NACCC) and they have
agreed to complete the form and submit it to our committee for our further review.  In
addition to the four selected we are continuing our search for other candidates for the
Pastorship of our congregation.  We are dedicated to finding the right man or woman to
assume the pastoral leadership of our church.

The PSC thanks you for completing the congregational survey that was sent out to
you for your input and assistance to the PSC.   We are accompanying with this report the
survey results of the 12 top attributes you indicated were needed in our new minister as
well as the numbered responses to the 3 specific queries on the separate survey.  Your
input has been very helpful to the PSC and we thank you.

The PSC knows that you are anxious for us to present to you a candidate that meets
with your high expectation and in this endeavor we can assure you that we are doing
utmost to bring to you a candidate that can lead and grow our congregation.  Please
continue to keep us in your prayers.

This message is sent to you with thanks and blessings.

Your Search Committee,
Gary, Beth, Pat, Bernie and Ted
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Congregational Survey

12 attributes indicated that our church needs a person who:

1 - is an effective preacher/speaker

2 - makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals and nursing homes and those confined to their
homes

3 - works regularly at bringing new members into the church

4 - is a compassionate and caring person, sensitive to others needs

5 - is effective in planning and leading worship

6 - is a person of Christian faith

7 - builds a sense of fellowship among the people with whom he/she works

8 - is an effective teacher

9 - maintains confidentiality

10 - encourages people to relate their faith to their daily lives

11 - is accepting of people with divergent backgrounds and traditions
     - is mature and emotionally secure

12 - is a helpful counselor

Congregational Survey

In answer to the following questions the responses from the surveyed questions were as follows:

1) What type of church service are you looking for in our church?
7 A) traditional
22 B) traditional with some contemporary
26 C) even blend
1 D) contemporary with some traditional
0 E) contemporary

2) What kind of minister would you support for our church?
37 A) female
40 B) male
36 C) younger minister
35 D) older minister
15 E) gay/lesbian

3) What should be our minister’s ministerial affiliation?
27 A) any congregational minister
20 B) any denomination



Robert “Bob” Erber Jr., age 89, a man of deep faith, went to be
with his heavenly Father on May 21, 2021. He was born June 16,
1931, in Chicago, to Robert and Frieda (Rauch) Erber. After
teaching school in Oak Lawn, Illinois for 4 years, Bob was then
employed by Gerber Products Company for 31 years retiring in
1990 as Vice-President of Marketing. He loved the high quality
people, products, and principles of Gerber. Bob served his
country in the United States Air Force during the Korean War and
later graduated from Northern Illinois University and attended
graduate school at Northwestern University in Chicago.

In February, 1956, Bob married a fellow teacher, Charlene
Jenkins, who preceded him in death in 1991, after 35 years together. In October, 1995, Bob married
Bonnie Krim (Rawding). The values in Bob’s life were reflected in his commitment to his family,
Church, community, and deep affection for his multitude of life-long friends. Family was paramount
with family gatherings and visits to his lakeside homes in Fremont and Naples, Florida, during the
winter seasons.

Bob was a longtime member of the Fremont Rotary Club, an avid tennis player, and loved playing
piano or keyboard accompaniment at his home Church, First Congregational. Bob was a supporter
of several local Christian service organizations which included Newaygo County Chaplaincy
Service, The Friendship Bible Study Program, the ARC, and enjoyed years of annual service mission
trips with Bonnie for SERRV International and VOSH (Voluntary Optometric Service to Humanity).
Bob enjoyed years of project volunteering for Ave Maria University in Naples, and his Church, and
various civic organizations in Fremont. Bob sang in his church choir and frequently played piano
accompaniment for a gospel singing ensemble. Over the years, Bob served and often chaired the
various governing boards of his Church having served as Moderator in 1974.

Bob loved to celebrate life and share the joys and victories of his family and dear friends. His life
was abundantly blessed and he remained grateful throughout his earthly journey.

Bob is survived by Bonnie, his loving wife and partner for 26 years. Other immediate family
survivors include his son, Charles (Candace) of Fremont; granddaughter, Kathryn of Fremont; and
cousin, Les (Ann) Pruess of Glenview, Illinois. He was preceded by his brother and sister-in-law,
Sig (Claire) Erber.

Bob loved his extended family and enjoyed their times together. Other immediate survivors include
daughter, Theresa Potter of Grand Rapids and her 2 children, Lesley Bergquist and Alex Bergquist;
son, John (Kristin) Krim of Fremont and their 4 children Tyler, Dylan, Karly, Riley; daughter,
Colleen Conant of Fremont and her 3 sons, DJ, Steven (Su Hui), Joey; son, Michael (Eileen) Krim
and their son, Michael;  daughter,  Shannon (Tom) Stavischeck of Lansing and their 2 sons, Thomas,
Drew; daughter, Courtney (Dale) Lensky of Fremont and their children Alec Beattie, Hailey Lensky;
and 3 great-grandchildren.

A Celebration of Life for Bob was held Friday, May 28, 2021, in the sanctuary with Pastor Les Van
Dyke officiating. Interment will be in Maple Grove Cemetery. A reception and time of fellowship
will be held at a later time. For a more lasting memorial friends are asked to consider the Fremont
Area Community Foundation for the Erber Family Scholarship Fund.



Book Circle

Book Circle will begin again on Tuesday, June 15 (the 3rd Tuesday of
the month) at the home of Bev Williams.  Note: no potluck this year. 
All are welcome to attend - if you have questions about Book Circle
contact Ann Werner.  924-0192

Memorial Garden Pendants

Memorial Garden pendants were crafted by local artist, Cara O'Brien
and make excellent gifts and keepsakes.  The silver version is available
from Mary Butterick for $60.  Pendants can be ordered in gold, too. 

Life Line Screening

Life Line Screening will be here at First Congregational
Church on Friday, July 9, 2021 offering safe, painless,
non-invasive preventive health screenings that are
typically not a part of a routine physical.  To be more
proactive about your health and to live longer for
yourself, your family and your community, please
register for these potentially life-saving tests today. 
Please refer to the attached flyer to get more info about
how you can sign up while receiving $10 off any
package priced above $139.  
For only $139 (regularly $149) you can learn your risk
of having stroke or vascular disease.

There is no time like the present to take action!  Learn more by watching this short
video: http://www.lifelinescreeningblog.com/introduction/

Three ways to register:
•       Call toll-free: 866-229-0469
•       Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
•       Text: the word circle to 797979



J u n e   B i r t h d a y s

 3    Lauren McKivitz

10  Samuel Sweet

21 Pat Peccia

22 Norma Purvis

24 David Vandenbelt

25 Lissa Denney

27 Jim Rynberg

29 Shirley Hooker
Angela Pullman

30 Ted Caris

June Anniversaries

 3 Miles & Ruth Cowles

 8 Mat & Deb Emerick

24 Clair & Linda Shively

26 Max & Yvonne Lee

27 Ted & Jeannie Caris

30 Roger & Becky Tuuk
David & Linda White


