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First Congregational Church
Executive Council Minutes
April 26, 2021
Present: Pat Krehn-Moderator, Ruth Cowles-Vice Moderator, Ann Werner-Charitable Giving, Jack
Butterick-Deacons, John Cooper-Board of Trustees, Jean Morehouse-Women’s Fellowship, Jack
Stewart-Technology Board, Susan Stewart-Clerk
Absent: Board of Christian Education
Pat Krehn opened the meeting with prayer. It was moved by John Cooper to accept the minutes from
the March 22nd meeting and seconded by Jack Butterick.
Public Comment - No public comment.
I.

Board Reports:
Charitable Giving – Ann Werner – Gary Hooker had asked if the Guatemalan project
qualifies as Charitable Giving. It was decided that they are separate.
A. Board of Deacons – Report was given by Jack Butterick.
1. Congo Conversations – we are in the second month of the current cycle. Judy
may pause this program during summer, freshen it, re-launch in September.
How can we improve upon the current Congo Conversations program to
include Group conversations as well as one-on-one? is on her list of
considerations.
2. Sign structure holding the new sign, bell – Jack will paint it when weather permits.
3. New-member recommendation, Lou Deleguardia, included in EC’s New
Business today.
4. New Member Reception, Lou D – BOD has approved a newly BOD-written
liturgy to be administered by Lou’s Mentor, Jack, on May 9
5. Welcome brochures in pew racks – Bill has agreed to update the brochure, print
the number necessary to refill the pew racks.
6. High-speed wifi/internet – BOD agreed 3/11: ask for an evaluation of success of
Extenders in early April and make a recommendation to EC, as appropriate.

7. Membership-what should our FCC policy be if people living far from us e.g.,
someone in Texas wants to be a member of FCC? Do virtual members have a
vote in church elections e.g., is a financial contribution sufficient? Should there
be two classes of members e.g., in-person, virtual? Gary, Craig will converse
on this and report at BOD on 5/13.
8. Culling –many Members no longer participate but they must be counted in the
determination of quorum in calling a pastor (40%) and voting at the annual
meeting (25%). This is BOD biennial obligation last done in ‘17. Jack will
make a recommendation to BOD on 5/13, and to EC on 5/24.
9. Christian Education – Mat made a recommendation to Trustees on 4/19 and
with their approval he’ll move ahead with the repurposing of the Lounge for
children 3-12, and making videos for this age-group.
10. Shut-In Ministry – Deacons have made visits to Barb Lindner, Bob Erber,
Norma Purvis, and a newly-arrived Californian residing at Fountain View. A
Deacon/Chairperson is needed to organize this Ministry, include opportunity to
all members/friends to participate, write article in Carillon, etc.
11. Should we hold summer service in Fellowship Hall at 10am or in the Sanctuary
at 930am, June-August? – conclusion was to leave service time at 10am and
worship in the Sanctuary.
12. Guatemala mission – We have collected a total of approximately $1900.
Contribution envelopes are available by the offering plates in the narthex.
Additional details to follow throughout the year.
13. Jane Stroschin’s artwork, fifteen choices are under consideration as potential
recommendations to beautify FCC.
N. Board of Christian Education – no report.
O. Board of Trustees – John Cooper
1. The Trustees voted to allow the repurposing of the lounge by the Board of Christian
Education into a child friendly space for Sunday school.
2. The tree outside the front door has been trimmed and there will be an all-church
gardening extravaganza this Saturday to take care of other yard maintenance. All
are encouraged to bring your sombrero and a refreshing beverage and join us!
3. March financials show the Income at 25% and Expenses at 19%. We are still
doing good.
4. DTE offered to replace all the thermostats with electronic thermostats. Changes to
the temperature will be able to be set with a cell phone. Temperatures can be set
for each room but need to be reset to 65 when finished with room.
N. Women’s Fellowship - Jean Morehouse
1. We have not done any outreach due to Covid but have been concentrating on
housework and maintenance issues. The cupboards are complete and stocked with
freshly washed dishes.
2. The kitchen license has been renewed and is hanging in the kitchen.
3. Covid has taken us in a different direction for the Christmas Home Tour this year.
We have decided to only do crafts and plum pudding. There will not be an actual

home tour or lunch.
4. The bulletin boards have been updated in the Fellowship Hall. They have been
labeled: Church Family, Outreach and Community. Thanks, Gail, for the terrific
lettering job on the boards!
5. Beware! It is ant season. Please keep things free of crumbs and spills.
N. Men’s Fellowship – meets every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 9:30 in the
Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome! Stop by for a cookie!
O. Technology Board – Jack Stewart
1. We have two Amish crews lined up to put up the new steeple lighting and to fix the
roof. They are getting together to set a time so they can utilize the same lift to save
costs.
2. There was no feedback on the internet speed, so we let it revert to the original
speed.
N. Security Committee – Pat Krehn will check with Gary Hooker to see if there are any
updates and discuss different emergency situations.
O. Pastor Search update – After running an ad in churchstaffing.com, 15 applicants
responded. The Pastor Search Committee has a lot of information to go through. Keep
them in your prayers.
XIV. John Cooper moved to accept the board reports. Ruth Cowles seconded. All reports were
accepted.
XV.

Old Business
1. The daycare, Boots & Bows, needs to go to the Trustees before the Executive
Committee.

XIV. New Business
1. John Cooper moved to approve that Lou Deleguardia become a member. Ruth
Cowles seconded it. Everyone loves Lou! Everyone agrees he’s a good honest guy.
2. Donations to True North Pantry – They have a specific list of things they need
donated. Lorene will be asked to email the list to the congregation. There will be
a basket in the narthex marked with a sign for these donations.
XIV. Pat Krehn closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned.
XV.

The next regular meeting will be on Monday, May 24, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall. A
phone connection will be available for those who would like to call in.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Stewart, clerk

Guatemala Outreach:
1 Timothy 6:18
Let them do good, they are rich in good works, ready to give,
willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation
for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
The Guatemala Outreach program will be ongoing throughout
the year. In the past this church has sponsored Gary Hooker
and others (Bonnie Erber and her daughter) each year when
they joined a group traveling to Guatemala. Instead of having a onetime contribution
each year, we are going to make the Guatemala Outreach a year around mission
opportunity.
We are very fortunate to have Gary as our own missionary. We have the opportunity to
do so much more for the people Gary works with.
$7.00 will give an average family the basic staples for one month.
$450 will build a home that Gary builds with his workers.
$500 will send a child to school for one year.
There will be envelopes for your contributions on the table in the narthex near the
offering plate. You can place your envelope in the offering plate any week or leave it at
the church office. If you have a specific choice where you would like your contribution
to go, please write it on the envelope. (Food, home, education). The totals will be
announced periodically.
$640 given today for general use plus one home ($450) equals $1090 total. You are
amazing Christians on the Go. This makes a total of $1705 towards the Guatemala
Outreach project.
"Missions are a great investment for the kingdom of God! God will honor a giving
church! I have watched it happen many times"
Gary Hooker
Thank you to all who have given!

Landscape/Outdoor Cleanup
We are planning an outdoor cleanup for
Saturday, May 1 at 9:00 a.m. Many hands make
for quick work. Please consider helping out. If
you have it...please bring: a rake to spread
mulch, a shovel, gloves, trowel to dig weeds and
grass, clippers, your coffee and water, chair to
rest in. Questions - talk with Jean Morehouse
Prayer and/or Praise
The Deacons would like to encourage everyone,
including all folks watching our service virtually, to
call the church office if you have a concern that we
can help in any way with, or a prayer request that we
can pray for you. For example, if you or a family
member have a hospitalization or any 'life event' that
we can help you with or pray for, please do let us
know. The church office number is 231-924-4710.

Food Pantry
True North's Food Pantry has been a recipient of our
Congo generosity for decades but paused donations in
2020 due to Covid. The need in Newaygo County was
great in 2020 and still exists. The familiar True North
sign/basket have returned to the narthex and your
contributions will be appreciated. All sorts of pantry
products are appreciated and there is a particular need
for: a) Toothbrushes, b) Toothpaste, c) Macaroni & Cheese, d) Soups.
Thank you. Executive Council.

Please join us in welcoming our newest member
of the First Congregational Church.
Join us on Sunday, May 9 as we welcome Lou to our church family.
My name is Lou Deleguardia. I was born and raised in Fairport, New
York outside of Rochester. I’ve one son Wil Deleguardia (29) whom
was born and raised in Grant, MI. I moved to West Michigan 30 years
ago after meeting Wil’s mother whom also was born and raised in
Grant, MI. We met while I was stationed in Yokosuka, Japan with the
US Navy. Kari was a Missionary Associate sent to Japan by the Reformed Church to
teach conversational English to Japanese Christian high school students. After a few years
we divorced but I stayed to raise my son. I currently work for Edward Jones for 11 years
as a Financial Advisor in Fremont. I’ve been a Financial Advisor for 25 years. I live on a
six acre hobby farm on Croswell Ave north of 24th street. I decided to join the Fremont
Congregational Church because I know many of the members. I know most members are
active in the community doing charitable works and I have the same desire to serve God
within my community. I look forward to meeting all the members of the Congo Church.

Our Church Family -~
Concerns ~
We continue to remember those who are home bound due to Covid. And those
who are battling with health concerns - Van & Judy Nadeau and Pat DeKleva.
Congratulations ~
The Michigan Wrestling Association honored Fremont High School wrestling
Coach Craig Zeerip as Regional Coach of the Year. Congratulations Craig!!
Sympathy ~
We extend our sympathy to the Pete and Nancy Lindner and the Lindner family in
the home going of their mother, Barbara Lindner.
Barbara Ann (Lammy) Lindner, age 93 of Fremont,
Michigan passed away on April 15, 2021. She was born on
June 18, 1927 to Samuel Lowell Lammy and Lola Seymour
Lammy and was raised on the family farm in Twining,
Michigan, with her two brothers and one sister.
Her early years on the farm cultivated a strong commitment
to pursuing her personal best in all life’s responsibilities.
After graduating high school in Standish, Michigan, she
attended Michigan State College (MSC) where she earned
a BS degree in Physical Education/Health/Recreation with
a minor in K-8 education/science/math. MSC also was where she met a dashing young man
named Paul Thomas Lindner. Their romance led to being married in the Fremont
Congregational Church on August 7, 1948, beginning a lifelong journey of 70 years together.
Barbara will be remembered for her caring and giving spirit; her inquisitive nature and
insatiable appetite for learning as exemplified by earning a Master of Education degree and
continuing her love of teaching; and her modesty about her many accomplishments. Also, she
felt blessed to have enjoyed traveling both near and far with family and friends.
Barbara was preceded in death by her husband, Paul Thomas Lindner; her parents Samuel
and Lola Lammy; her brother and sister-in-law Robert Lowell (Emily) Lammy; her brother
Jack Edward Lammy; her sister and brother-in-law Pauline Sue (Jim) Mitts; her in-laws Carl
George and Millicent (Schusta) Lindner; and her brother-in-law Carl Henry Lindner

She is survived by her sons Sonny (Gina Tabachki) Lindner, Peter Michael (Nancy) Lindner,
Daniel Robert (Anita) Lindner; grandchildren Rurik Teslin (Teresa) Lindner, Chad Joseph
(Lindsay Kanter) Lindner, Ava Joanne (Dan) Pletta, Sarah Ann Lindner, Samuel Johnson
Lindner, Erika Franklin; great grandchildren Aubrey and Ethan Wilson, Genavieve Adalia
Paul, Teslin Jane Lindner; nieces Kim Mitts Vanderveen, Susan Mitts, Sue (Dave) Keniston;
nephews Tim (Cheryl) Mitts, James Lammy, Ed (Jo Marie) Lammy; sister-in-law Sally
Roberts and many special friends.
A special thank you to Fountain View of Fremont where Barbara received loving care for
many years; to Dr. Ceton; to Spectrum Health Hospice; and to First Congregational Church
friends for countless visits and flowers that brightened her days.
Interment will take place at the church Circle of Life Memorial Garden; however,
arrangements are incomplete at this time. Friends are asked to please consider memorial
contributions in memory Barbara to the Friends of the Fremont Area District Library, First
Congregational Church, or Fountain View Retirement Village in Fremont.

May Birthdays
2

Kendra Pfeiffer
Karen Zick

3

Gail Cooper

4

Jeannie Caris

5

Bill Sherman

8

Sophie Sweet

11

Michelle Sweet

13

Siria Pinnick
Craig Zeerip

May Anniversaries

14

Linda White

3 John & Gail Cooper

23

Brian Stroschin

24

Ted Clark

26

Duane VanDuzen

29

Bill Fries, Jr.

30

Clair Shively

25 Brad & Stacey Church

