
Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:

    Several Years ago the elected leadership of
First Congregational Church committed to the
study of and the reflection upon a little treasure of
a book by Thom S. Rainer entitled “Autopsy of a Dying Church.”
The premise of the book is that an organization such as a church
congregation always has signs of health or illness that can be
diagnosed. If the condition of the congregation is honestly addressed,
and if time, money and energy are committed to treat even the most
dire diagnosis; there are real potential treatments possible that can
delay temporarily or in some cases completely alter the inevitable
demise of the “patient”.
     I recently came across a short article from the same author that is
titled “Can a Dying Church Find Life?” Rainer’s informed studies
and observations express that there is some hope for churches that are
in real trouble if they commit to doing the right treatment protocol.
There are churches that define all the odds and had all the signs of
impending death, but miraculously they were turned into a new
direction of life. 
    I am taking the liberty of quoting key statements in Thom Rainer’s
article.
     I trust that by accrediting the author sufficiently I am not violating
any reprint laws. This “Ramblings” is a bit longer than usual but
there certainly is room in the Carillon to include it. 
   They weren’t merely churches that were unhealthy; they were
dying. Even the most casual observer would have predicted the
imminent demise of these congregations. They were truly sick unto
death. So how did these churches do it?
   Though each of the stories I examined has its own nuances, I did
find some common themes. Please take careful note. My brief
blogpost is not a quick-fix solution to dying churches. To the
contrary, it’s the story of six radical steps taken by key members in
each of the churches.

1 A leader must rise and be willing to lead the church toward
radical transformation regardless of the personal costs to him. That
leader is typically a new pastor in the church, but it does not have to be.

2 A significant group in the church must admit that they are
desperate for help. The significance of the group could be their sheer

size; for example, they could be a majority of active members. Or the
significance could be the influence of those in the group rather than the
number. This group must lead the church from denial to a painful
awakening to reality.

3 That same group must confess guilt. They failed to reach the
community. They held on to the idolatry of yesterday. They were only
comfortable with “our kind of people.” They saw the church to be a
place where their needs were met and personal preferences catered.

4 The group must have an utter, desperate, and prayerful
dependence on God. They can no longer look at the way they’ve
always done it as the path for the future. They must fall on their faces
before God and seek His way and only His way.

5 The church must be willing to storm the community with
love. The church can’t assuage their guilt by having a food and clothes
pantry where community residents come to them once a week. Members
must go into the community, love the unlovable, reach out to the
untouchable, and give sacrificially of time, money, and heart. The
community must be amazed by these church members.

6 The church must relinquish control. If the church reaches the
community, the community will come to the church. They may be
poorer. They may have different colors of skin. They may speak
differently. They may have a radically different culture than members of
the church. If the church is truly to reach the community, it must be
joyfully willing to let the community have control of the church. This
attitude is radically different than welcoming the outsiders to “our
church.” It is an attitude that says it is now “your church.”
    The future is in God’s hands but it is also in ours. Miracles of life and
new life still happen. Miracles don’t happen in a vacuum but in a setting
where it is desired, where it is sought, where people are willing to do
anything to be a part of that. Consider this fall season how you are called
to be part of God’s great redemptive plan that He desires to accomplish
through a faith community such as ours. 
Grace and Peace! Pastor Ray 

Book Circle:

We will meet on Tuesday, October 15 at 10:00 a.m. at Trillium
Springs Blue Room with Nancy Johnson as our hostess.  Marj Salata
will give the book review.



Congo Wood Shop:

The Congo Wood Shop is excited to announce Shop
Times are changing!! Our new Wood Shop manager
Bernie Denney is volunteering to be available to assist people five days
a week starting September 16. Bernie can teach you how to use the
Wood Shop safely and produce fantastic results. Stop by and see Bernie
for further details. The wood shop is open to the public  Bernie will be
at the Congo Wood Shop the following times: M-W-F from 9-1 and
Tu.-Th from 1-5.

Flu Shots:

Flu Shots will be administered here in Fellowship Hall
on Wednesday, October 9 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  No
appointment needed this is a walk-in flu clinic.

Organ and Piano Concert:

Join us Sunday, October 6th at 6:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary for a Concert by Louise Slager and Mary
Jane Mack.  A free will offering will be received.  Proceeds go to
"Wellspring."  Coffee and cookies will follow the concert in Fellowship
Hall.  Sponsored by the Congregational Women's Fellowship.   All are
Welcome!!

Life Expressions/Sign Party:

We will be having a Life Expressions/Sign Party on Saturday, October
26 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  The money is raised in this way:
A 4X24" Make & Take Sign costs $25.  For every adult sign made there
is a $10 profit.  Please mark your calendars for this fun event.  Everyone
is invited including friends, neighbors and family!  Please sign up on the
sheet on the bulletin board.  Questions?  Talk to  Pat
Krehn 231-414-7256

Our Church Family:

Health Concerns ~
Continued prayers for Helen & Jerry Miller.  Helen is having

surgery on October 1.  Jerry continues his cancer fight.

United Way Fund Raiser:

Play for United Way - Newaygo Go County - Hosted by Newaygo
County Community Committee, Thursday, October 17, 10:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
at the Stone Lodge.  Cost $35 per person.  If attending lunch only $25.  Salad
luncheon served at 12:30 p.m.  Guest speaker, Emilee Syrewicze, Ex. Direction -
Opera Grand Rapids.  Outstanding prized!  RSVP by October 10 by calling Jim
Rynberg 924-2101 or 924-6345.

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy good
food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who
have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the

joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10
 

“Go and enjoy”:

Sunday, Oct 20, 5:30-7:30- Hot Dogs and Hot Hymns!-
Three classic hot dogs- the Chicago, the Detroit and the New York! The New

York dog features sauerkraut and spicy brown mustard. The Detroit dog is
also called the "Coney Island" and is a chili dog with shredded cheese. The
Chicago dog features pickles and relish. Of course, anyone can create their
own dog. The dogs will be all beef and cut in half so you can try more than
one without getting stuffed! Afterwards we'll heat up our souls with a hot

hymn sing-along! Bring a friend!

October Birthdays

2 Jean Morse
9 Lorene Witte
13 Jonathan Tuuk
14 Miles Cowles, Jr.

Miles Cowles, Sr.
16 Leah McKivitz
21 Gordon Oosterhouse

Justin Pullman

22 Pat Dekleva October Anniversaries
28 Lauren Zeerip
29 Sally DeShetler 8 Guy & Raene` Redinger

28 Bob & Bonnie Erber


