
Greetings, 

The Executive Council met on January 27, 2020. 
A representative from each Board reported. All boards and
committees are very active and productive. Thank you to all our
members for their support and to the Executive Committee
members for their time and efforts. 

REPORTS
Deacons BOD
1. The Board has met five times to plan. 
2. Communication to the church family is extremely important. 
3. Dr. Packer from the National Association of Congregational
Christian Churches has agreed to assist Deacons during this time
of transition. He was recommended by Rev. Mark Jarvie who has
served in our pulpit recently and is returning February 23. 
4. Ushers, coffee hosts and greeter positions are being filled much
better currently. Ted Caris has agreed to help fill the very
important position of Greeting you, and visitors, on Sunday.
Sign-up sheets are located in Fellowship Hall.  Please look at them
and see where you can help.
5. Filling the pulpit with different speakers each Sunday has
allowed us to hear a variety of sermons each with its own
wonderful message. This will continue until adequate funds are
available to have an interim minister. 
6. A Commissioning Service was held during our regular February
9 service for Gary Hooker as he leaves for Guatemala. The
Women’s Fellowship and Deacons organized a Taco Bar with the
assistance of chef Tim Roggatz as a fund raiser. The total
contributed was $1525. Thank you!

Trustees
1. General maintenance issues are beings addressed (longer lasting
light bulbs, lift in choir area)
2. Income and expenses were better in December but we still need
to be careful. 
3. Interim minister costs are being researched carefully. 

Women’s Fellowship
1. Valentine’s Day luncheon will be help February 14 at the
church. 
2. A “Soup Supper” will be held on Friday, March 20 from 5-7
pm.  Details coming soon. 
3. $2930 was donated to local charities from the Home Tour
profits.
4. $500 was used to match the first $500 donated by members and
friends to the Guatemala mission trip.  
5. Also, $1000 was given to our general fund and another $1000
to the wood shop for materials and maintenance. 

Technology Board
1. The Access/Control system is completed. 
2. The doors need to be rekeyed. 
3. Wood shop surveillance cameras are working fine. 
4. The new email system has been tested by a trial email to users
and is working well.

Security Committees 
1. Every Sunday a walk through the church is done by security.
Remember that the entrance doors lock automatically at 10:10 am
on Sunday morning.

Blessings, 
Gary Hooker, Moderator 

Women’s Fellowship:

On Monday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship
will host a travelogue on South America presented by Roger &
Becky Tuuk from their recent trip.  Coffee & cookies will be
provided by Women’s Fellowship.

Wednesday, April 22 at 10:30 a.m. Women’s Fellowship
is sponsoring a Painting Class with Jane Stroschin.  Birch Trees
will be the subject.  Seating is Limited to the first 10 people!! 
Women’s Fellowship will be picking up the tab for this event.



Book Circle:

Tuesday, March 17 at 10:00 am Book
Circle will have their organizational meeting
at the home of Ann Werner.  Ann will talk
about a book or anyone can share a book they
enjoyed.  

March  Birthdays

 1 Linda Shively

 7 Peter Lindner
          Susan Zeerip

13 Maggie Sweet

14 Stacey Church
Karla Johnson

19 Betty Speet

21  Barb Clark

23 Bernie Denney
Al Smalligan

30 Kelley McKivitz
George Purvis

31      Nancy Smalligan

March  Anniversaries

24      David & Mary Zeerip

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Event

We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and enjoy good
food and fun activities together!

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who
have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the

joy of the Lord is your strength.” Neh. 8:10

“Go and enjoy”:

Sunday March 15- Tater Tot O'rama and Irish McTrivia!
5:30-7:00pm- Tasty Tater Tot dishes needed! Tons of tot
recipes on line (Irish ones too) and we crave some creative
dishes to feast on! If you'd like to contribute we need you and
that's no blarney!

Upcoming Worship Leaders: 

March 1 Mark Jarvie   March 8 Gary Hooker  March 15 Mat Emerick

Men’s Lenten Breakfast:

The Men’s Lenten Breakfast will begin on Friday,
February 28 at 7:00 a.m. The host church will
provide the devotion.  A donation of $3.00 is
suggested.  All men of the church and community
are welcome to attend.

February 28  - Church of the Living Christ 

March 6 - First Reformed

March 13 - First Congregational

March 20 - Second Christian Reformed

March 27

April 3 - United Methodist

April 10 - 



Our Church Family:

Sympathy ~

Jack L. Tittle, age 89, of Fremont passed away
peacefully with his family at his side on February 14,
2020.  Jack served in the United States Army during
the Korean War. Upon returning home, he attended
Jackson Junior College and the University of
Michigan, graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business. He remained a
life-long fan of University of Michigan athletics.  Shortly after graduating
from the University, Gerber Products Company hired Jack. While at Gerber
he had the opportunity to participate in the installment of Gerber’s first
computers, the development of their child care centers, and had oversight of
the Gerber transport fleets. He retired from Gerber Products as the General
Manager of the Services Group following 32 years of employment.  Jack had
a very active social life and enjoyed a variety of sports but especially enjoyed
fishing, swimming, tennis and golf. Jack participated in Fremont civic affairs 
He was a Mason and a charter member of the Fremont Jr. Chamber of
Commerce.  A private memorial is planned and a Celebration of Life will be
held at a later date.

Don Potter passed away on Friday, February 21.  Don graduated from
Fremont High School in 1949. Don later graduated from Davenport Business
College and Drake University. Don married Vicki Susan Reineke on June 9,
1956 in Fremont and together they had been married 54 ½ years until Vicki’s
passing on November 12, 2010. Don had worked at Gerber Products Company
in Fremont for 36 years.    He joined the United States Coast Guard and served
during the Korean War until his honorable discharge   Don was a member of
our church where he had served as Moderator, had been the coordinator of the
Fremont Lenten Breakfast for 20 years; coordinator of the Fremont Men’s
Interfaith Breakfasts; had been President of First Congregational Church
Men’s Fellowship.  Don was extremely active in the community serving on
many boards.  He had donated over 10 gallons of blood to the American Red
Cross and had been a driver for the Amish community for 15 years. In 1993,
Don received the Newaygo County Volunteer Award for outstanding

contributions to the residents of Newaygo County.  Visitation:  Saturday,
March 7, 2020 from 10am – 12pm at the Crandell Funeral Home with
Memorial Services at 12:00pm at the Crandell Funeral
Home.

Church Door Locks:

All of the exterior locks on the church were
changed on 2-17-20.  Any and all existing master keys will no longer work.
This change will now require credentials to enter the church as we will not be
issuing new master keys.  The church will still be open on Sunday mornings
for service and for crafters on Thursday.   If you have any questions please
contact Lorene or Jeff.

Email:

We are now finally able to send e-mails to all
members.  This has been tested and we are receiving
no denial of delivery notices.  If you feel you are not receiving e-mails please
let Lorene or Jeff know, thank you.

Lenten history lesson

Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season occurs during
March. In fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon words lenctentid (meaning
“March”) and lencten (meaning “spring”). 

The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons decreed at
the council of Nicaea. By the eighth century, Christians started observing Lent, and
a 10th-century monk named Aelfric connected the use of ashes and “the Lenten fast”
to the pre-Easter period.

Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he was tempted
by the devil. The six Sundays that occur between Ash Wednesday and Easter
Sunday aren’t counted as part of Lent; instead, as the traditional day of worship,



they’re considered “mini-Easters.”

EASTER FLOWER ORDER

_____6"   Pot Easter Lilies ($8.00)  (5+
blooms)  to be used in the sanctuary on Easter
Sunday, April 12, 2020.

_______Following the worship service, I/we will pick up our lily(s).

_______Following the worship service, the Altar Committee may take
care of my/our lily(s) in an appropriate way.

Given by:        __________________________________________

In Memory of __________________________________________

       or

In Honor of    __________________________________________

This completed form, along with your payment for each flower ordered
may be placed in the offering plate, or in the church office by March 29,
2020.


