Pastor Ray’s Ramblings:
An atmosphere filled with
smoke changes the lives of all those
affected by it. On my ride through the
Western parts of the USA and Canada
I was amazed and distressed at the
great haze from western forest fires
that covered most of two thousand or so north to south miles
from Edmonton to Southern Colorado and beyond. How can
forest fires, even a few hundred of them that burn within
several states at once, affect the air in such an expanse likely tens of thousands of square miles? Well they do.
There were times that I inwardly complained about the
many scenic vistas I was missing due to limited visibility.
There were times that I had thoughts of frustration that came
due to heat and the ever present smell of fire. As I traveled on
I became aware and realized I was selfishly thinking about
my own desires rather than feeling genuine concern and
sadness for the thousands of people profoundly affected by
the fires. People had lost their homes and pets. People were
left destitute. People died. Firefighters sacrificed their lives
in their heroic efforts to save life and property. It was so
wrong to contemplate a few minor inconveniences like lost
scenic views. Would the appropriate attitude not have been
more directed toward the hurt being experienced by so many.
I’ve had to confess that and have my attitude adjusted
accordingly by God.
It is difficult to admit to ourselves when we are confronted
with the attitudes and opinions within that expose areas in life
that still cling to self rather than consider the interests of
others as more important than our own. The Bible gives
instruction to believers that says that we are to value the
needs of others as more important than our own. Imagine a
society where that perspective was the norm; where helping

others was more important than pursuing personal interests
alone.
We can always detect when we have made ourselves
the object for worship. We will think about our own
inconveniences rather than the needs of others. We will be
upset when things do not go our way. This time it took the
acrid smell of fire to challenge me to alter my attitude about
what was truly important. There is always more to give
thanks for and to appreciate than there is to complain about.
Sincerely, Pastor Ray

Save the Date!!:
Women’s Fellowship will be hosting a
Life Expressions Party on Saturday, September
15 from 10:00 am to 1:0 0pm in Fellowship Hall.
This Make & Take Sign FUNdraiser is being
held to raise funds for Charitable Giving. These signs make
wonderful gifts or you can create something special for your
home. Creativity is not a prerequisite for this party. Our
Hostess, Lisa Nurenberg, Has great ideas and makes these
signs easy and fun! Please mark this date on your calendars
and plan to attend this FUN event! Everyone is welcome.
Invite your friends! Coffee and snacks will be available. If
you would like to bring a snake to share that would be great!
If you have questions please see Pat Krehn or Beth Hooker.
These will be a table with examples of sign set up in the
Fellowship Hall the beginning of August.

Book Circle:
We will meet at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, September 18 at the Fremont
Public Library to hear about new books.
Loretta VanDuzen will be our hostess.

Announcing “ConGo Enjoy-Meant” Events
We are “ConGo” (Christians on the Go) and meant to go and
enjoy good food and fun activities together!
“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord.
Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
Neh. 8:10
“Go and enjoy”:
SUNDAY SEPT 16, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. - Call it
"Macaronirama" and Hymn Sing- We are
looking for a variety of types of macaroni
dishes (mac and cheese, chili mac, goulash,
etc.) so if you make a tasty one please bless us
with it! Afterwords we'll again gather by the
piano for an old-fashioned and uplifting hymn
sing. RSVP to Mat at 231-414-7501
SATURDAY OCT 6 - 2nd Annual "Congo-Que" with
Professional Barbequer Mark Wescott ("Smokin' Good
Time BBQ")- A "Just for Fun" competition will be held for
bar-b-quers and grillers. The winner will receive the coveted
"Congo-Q" statue. But others who come can
partake of some delicious pulled pork bar-bque prepared expertly by Mark. A donation
will be taken to cover the cost of the meat. All
extra will go to the church's outreach ministry
(Benevolence Committee) to help those in
need. Mark will begin the day with a bar-b-que
tutorial for all interested. This event is open to
the community. Those that would like to
compete will need to bring your own grill and
meat. Tutorial begins at 9:00am. Grilling
begins at 10:00am. Eating starts at 1:00pm. For more info or to
register call Mat Emerick at 231-414-7501.

CROP Walk:
What is the Crop Walk?
A community-led
fundraising event to end hunger
A source of income for more than 1,500 local
food banks and soup kitchens in the U.S.
Why Walk?
Your participation impacts individuals and
families in more than 35 countries.
What is the Impact?
Annually, CROP Hunger Walker raise more
than $9,000,000 (MILLION) to bring help and hope.
Giving support to U.S. based hunger-fighting
organizations. Improving water systems and increased
access to safe drinking water. Providing tools and training
to help families grow the food they need.
How Will YOU Make a Difference?
$20 supplies seeds for a community garden
$100 provided four families with chickens
and use of a shared incubator
$325 provides six goats as a source of milk
and income
$850 builds a hand pump for year round
access to clean, safe water
We Need YOU!
Not only walkers are needed - but financial
supporters and prayer partners.

Women’s Bible Study:

SCRIP UPDATE: $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Ladies - It’s just about time
for Women’s Bible Study to start
back up. This session will be,
“Discerning the Voice of God”
w/Priscilla Shirer. Please let me
know ASAP if you plan on attending and we will get a
book ordered for you. Our original start date of August
28th is not going to work but I will keep you informed
as to when we have all the materials and can get started
again. Can’t wait to see you all again. My email
address is: bhook77@hotmail.com my phone is
231.225.5226.Beth

With more than half of the year over, we have to stop and
evaluate….What do we want to accomplish and are we
accomplishing it. My thoughts turn to the scrip program. I
have compiled a spreadsheet to track the inventory, sales and
purchases. The attached report shows a portion of this
information.

Christmas Crafters:
Crafters are invited to a
lunch on the porch at Bev
Williams’ home on Thursday,
September 13 at 12:15 p.m. Please
bring a salad to share. All else
will be provided.

Stewardship:
Pledge letters and cards
were sent last week. If you didn’t
not received a letter please make
Lorene aware. Please prayerfully
consider what you can give for
2019.

After analyzing the scrip sales it became evident that
sales are down about 21% from last year. Because we still
have Christmas coming up, we have a good opportunity to
make it up. (And even exceed prior year sales!)
I want to thank the regular purchasers of scrip. You
know who you are! You are the reason the scrip program
stays alive! For the rest of us, let this serve as a reminder!
Using scrip is an easy way to help the church while you are
purchasing things you were going to buy anyway! It just
takes a little discipline. You have to purchase the card and
then use it. Small hassle in the big scheme of things.
I can be reached at (206)251-7469 (text or voice mail
if no immediate answer) or susan@atsllcnm.com for special
orders or any questions you may have. Thank-you!!
SCRIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We need people to sell
scrip after church. Jeff and I have been here for a year and
after getting settled in we are starting to venture out on the
weekends. A big thanks goes to Barb Frisbee for helping
with the sales! We need a few more people to help though.
I will do all depositing, ordering and any other extra duties.
All you need to do is to come down stairs after church for
15-30 minutes, enjoy a cup of coffee and usually a very tasty
treat, set up and sell scrip then pack it up. Oh...and I would
recommend a big smile! Not required but it does make your
day brighter and could have a positive effect on sales!

September
1

Birthdays

Gloria Hull
Greg Leiffers

2

Morgan Harrington

3

Max Lee

6

Susan Bull
Hannah Derks

9

Kristine Daugherty

16

Troy St. Peter

19

Betty Dougan

20

Brad Church
John Cooper
Doug Jeannero

23

Nancy Lindner

24

Van Nadeau

27

Judy Nadeau
Jane Stroschin

29

Troyer Church
September Anniversaries

8

Don & Kelley McKivitz

10

Bill & Carol Black
Dav & Terri Wahl

12

George & Norma Purvis

19

Chris & Sarah Huizenga

23

Pete & Nancy Lindner

